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Description of the Projected Line from Lanchow to the Sea 


The most important railway that has been 
projected in China for many years is that 
which is destined to connect the sea with 
Lanchow, the capital of Kansu Province. It 
will pass through four provinces, Kansu, 
Shensi, Honan and Kiangsu, and therefrom it 
derives its mame, the “ Lung- 
Tsing-U-Hai Railway ”’—“ Lung,” 
meaning Kansu, “ Tsing,’ Shensi, 
“U,.” Honan, and “ Hai,” the sea. 
A loan of £10,000,000 was arranged 
in September for the construction 
of this line, and on March 31, the 
first portion of that amount was 
raised in Belgium. Subscriptions 
were invited for £4,000,c00, and it 
is stated that subscriptions were 
sent in for £6,000,000. The Agree- 
ment for this loan, which was 
published in the January number 
of the Far EASTERN REVIEW, sets 
out that it is for the construction 
and equipment of a trunk line 
which will connect Lanchow-fu 
(the capital of Kansu province), 
in the west, to a seaport, to the 
north of the Yangtsze River, in 
the east, making use of the already 
constructed Pien-lo and Lo-tung 
sections, and eventually the Tsing- 
J-ang-pu railway branch, and pass- 
ing through Sian-fu (the capital 
of Shensi province), Tung-kwan, 
Honan-fu, Kaifeng-fu (the capital 
of Honan province), Kweiteh-fu, 
and Suchow-fu in the province of 
Kiangsu, to the sea. 

The railway will pass through 
one of the most important sections 
of China on its way from Honan 
westwards, by following the 
famous Tungkwan road. This is 
probably the greatest military road 
in China, and is supreme in im- 
portance in a_ strategical and 
Nolitical aspect, as it mediates 
without exception the natural traffic 
between the southwest of the 
Republic and Peking, together with 
the whole north-east. By travers- 
ing the Tungkwan road to the 


west the equally famous Wei 
River valley is entered. . 
All the historical, political, 


strategical, commercial, and social! 
interests of North Shensi centre 
in this large loess basin, through 
which lies the lower course of the 
Wei River. 

The Wei River is the largest 
afiuent of the Yellow River, and 
is navigable for very small boats 
from its mouth to MHanyanghien, a lively 
commercial place 14 miles west of Sianfu, and 
140 miles from the mouth of the River. 

The Wei River is bordered on its south side 
for from one to sixteen miles by high mountain 
ranges, In some places it is separated from 


rock precipices only by a low and level terrace 
made up of strata of regenerated loess, and 
impregnated with alkaline salts; in others true 
loess occupies the intermediate spaces and 
covers the surface to a great altitude. 

North of the River, the ground rises gently. 
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As far as the eye can reach, there is a gentle 
rising plain of loess, slight swellings in the 
distance marking the position of hills covered 
with loess, which expose their rocks only in 
gullies, 

This is the very centre of the loess region. 





The province is practically coyered by an almost 
continuous sheet of ioess of great thickness. 
Everything is yellow, even the atmosphere is 
seldom free from a yellow haze which is due 
to diffusion through it of fine dust or loess. 

The Wei Basin forms the _ greatest 
agricultural country in the north- 
west, and to this circumstance, 
next to its geographical situation, 
it owes the prominent part which 
it has played in. the history of 
China, especially in its early 
epochs. | 

Immediately upon entering the 
Wei Basin from the east the im- 
pression of its peculiar position 
is vividly conveved to the traveller. 
He finds himself suddently arrived 
at a point of view from which he 
believes to see spread out before 
him, like a map, an immense 
portion of Central Asia with its 
roads and routes of cominerce to 
Turkestan and Ili, its peculiar and 
equally exceptional political con- 
ditions, and its turbulent history, 
marked by the periodical fluctuation 
and displacement of nationalities 
and spasmodic events, many of 
which resulted in an unparalleled 
destruction of human life. Most 
of these gigantic movements react- 
ed powerfully upon the region of 
which the Wei Basin forms the 
central and most important por- 
tion. and some of them actually 
extended with all their terrors to 
the Tungkwan Gate. 

In the Wei River Valley. in the 
centre of Shensi, stands Sian-fu, 
the capital. This may be con- 
sidered one of the most important 
cities in China not only because 
of its historical reminiscences, but 
also because of its site, the number 
of inhabitants, and its wealth. 
Shensi is considered the cradle of 
the Chinese race, and conimands 
all passes to the great western 
plains, leading to Centra! Asi2, 
and, thanks to the Szechuan road. 
it connects casily with the south 
of China. 

Sian-fu was founded in the 12th 
Century BC., and was the capital 
of China for upwards of 2,000 
years. It has suffered many re- 
verses of fortune and during the 
Mohammaden Rebellion was be- 
sieged for two years. ~ Its walls 
enclose a square space of s!x 
geographical miles, and the gate- 
ways of the city are described as being even 
more picturesque than those of Peking. 

Sian-fu acquired its greatest celebrity during 
the Tang Dynasty. It was then called Siking 
(Western Capital). In 1900, when the Boxer 
Insurrection broke out, the court withdrew 
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there for a time. A short distance from it, 
towards the east, the Annals of Confucius, and 
persons familiar with them, were burnt under 
Emperor Shih Hwang-ti (246-209 B.C.) The 
Mussulmans, who are said to have arrived there 
about the VIIIth century, occupy quite extensive 
quarters, and have a famous mosque. Not far 
from the city, towards the west, is found a 
sjab bearing date from the VIIIth century, and 
testifying that the Nestorians, an heretical] 
Christian sect, were established there at that 
time. A celebrated museum, called the Peilin 
(forest of slabs or stone tablets) is rich with 
the remnants of ancient civilization. The city 
has its Tartar quarter, which 1s surrounded by 
qa high well. In the centre of the town, there 
is a large aggiomeration of petty shop-keepers. 
The Eastern suburbs ts a very populous and 
rich quarter where cloth, silks, porcelain, 
foreign-made articles and iron are stored. I[n 
the year 1899, a cotton mill was established 
within the city. 

Sian-fu occupies a dominant position because 
it is situated at a confluence of the few roads 
of travel which are the only possible connections 
for mediating the intercourse between the Wei 
Basin and the western and northern provinces, 
and occupy there in some measure, the place of 
rivers. 

The only practical means of easy and cheap 
ingress to this region, and through !t to places 
far more remote, is the proposed railway from 
Honan-fu to Sian-fu and beyond. The physical 
features of Western China allowed of this one 
and no other passage. There is, it is said, not 
one possible in the south or in the north except 
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through Suin-hai-fu, and southern Mongolia, 
which is, however, through sparsely inhabited 
and almost unproductive regions, ! 

The only part of the country between 
Honan-fu and Sian-fu. which presents any 
difficulties lies between Tiemen and Shenchow. 
From Shenchow to Tungkwan, there are no 
other difhculties than the bridging of rivers. 
The rivers are deep and the plateaux are high. 

Tungkwan will probably be a great station 
in the future as it will naturally be the crossing 
point of the line proposed from Taivuan-fu in 
Shensi. 

irom ‘lTungkwan to Sian-fu, a distance of 
about 80 miles, the country is flat, and when 
the line 1s ready as far as Tungkwan, the rest 
of the distance to Sian-fu should be covered in 
six months. 

In two years’ time the Construction Company 
should finish the line to Tungkwan, and, within 
three years, it should be open to traffic to 
Sian-fu. That ts, if there are no difficulties 
other than those concerned with the actual 
building of the line, 

At Lingtung-hsien, near Sian-fu, it is interest- 


ing to note en passant, there exist sulphur® 


springs which may in time become famous, 
especially owing to their proximity of the 
railway, They have been used by emperors in 
the past and already there are a Jarge number 
of buildings there which are used by those who 
visit the springs to bathe. Chinese people travel 
long distances to bathe in the waters, and with 
the advent of the railway they should become 
popular and a source of profit to the provincial 
government. 
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From Sianfu to Lanchow 
two roads, which may be 
railway, One is the cart road, called the 
North road, which goes through Sienvang, 
Kienchow, Pinchow-she, Pingliang-fu (Kansu), 
Tsingning-chow, Anting-kan, and to Lanchow. 
This road is a convenient one, with a few 
dificult passages, 

The other road, which is called the South 
road, passes through Sienyang, Fengsiang-fu, 
Paok:-hsien, Tsinchow-kan, Kungchang-fu, 
litao-chow, and to Lanchow. This road is 
mountainous and difficult and only practicable 
tor pack animals. It is a cart road only 
trom Lanchow to Tsin-chow. 

The distance between Sian-fu and Lanchow- 
fu is about the same by either route, and is 
given as 360 miles. The following information 
is taken from a reconnaissance made by 
Colonel Mark S. Bell, of the British Army. 

From Sian-fu by the North road a broad 
cart way traverses a plain growing wheat, peas, 
and vetches. Villages in ruins are constantly 
passed, and there are no indications of wealth 
In this rich agricultural valley. Nine miles 
irom Sian-fu the Wei valley is some 40 to 50 
miles broad, and it stretches to the north-west 
some 70 miles, where the undulations break 
up into hills rising from 500 to 1,000 feet over 
ravines, and on the other side of them, about 
Pinchow-she, wheat is plentifully grown on the 
elevated plateaux. Trees and shrubs are 
remarkably few. 

For 210 miles to Lungtehsien there are no 
outstanding difficulties to railway construction, 
and there the ascent is gradual to Wating-fu. 
Beyond Lungtehsien the hills traversed are 
much more intricate and out of cultivation. 
hese offer no great obstacle to the construc- 
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tion of a line. A tunnel 
three miles long, chiefly 
through loess, would 
be required to connect 
the valieys of thé King- 
ho and that in which 
Lungto-hsien lies, 


From W ating - hsien 
the road bifurcates, one 
branch leading west- 
wards to Lanchow-fu 
and the other north- 
wards via Kuyuan, and 
the easiest route for a 
line would be via Ku- 
yuan, lour miles out 
of Watinge-hsien the 
Liupan Pass is neared. 
The range rises to 8.70c 
feet, and forms the 
watershed of the 
tributaries of the Wei 
and Yellow Rivers. 


From Khogapu the 
country to Hweining is 
‘hilly, with narrow 
shallow valleys and 
streams running in deep 
valleys. About Sikongyi 
it 1s composed of a 
number of treeless, flat 
valleys from one-half 
to one mile broad, with 
treeless loess hills rising 
steeply to 1,000 or 1,500 
feet over the valleys, 
and connecting . with 
each other by smaller 
or marrower vaileys or 


ravines. Streamsof no 
size, and brackish, flow 
in deep cut beds with 
perpendicular sides, into 
which open numerous 
smaller ravines cutting 
up the valleys and mak- 
ing movements, except 
under the border hills, 
difficult. 

Anting-fu, the junc- 
tion of three valleys, is 
one of the granaries of 
Lanchow-fu, Broad 
valleys like this are 
rare. They are reached 
by crossing hills, sepa- 
rated by narrow and 
intersected ravines. 
From the ridges one 
sees nothing but waves 
of hills, rising one over 
the other, beyond the 
immediate valleys be- 
low. | 


The whole road is 
well provided with coal. 
Kansu rivals Shansi in 
the richness and extent 
of its coal fields, No 
department of the pro- 
vince north of Tsing- 
ling-shan appears to be 
deficient of coal, and 
in some of them a 
superabundance of it is 
said to exist. Coal, in 
fact, extends over thirty 
degrees of longtitude. 
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As regards natural facilities and the supply 
at both ends of the line of populous productive 
and large commercial countries the only line 
that can come into consideration through this 
section of China is the one being discussed. 

There is scarcely an instance on record 
where so many valuable and essential conditions 
co-operate to concentrate all future mtercourse 
on so long a line upon one single channel. 

A reconnaissance from Sian-fu to Lanchow-fu 
was inade for the Construction Company by Mr. 
Orphanides, who started out in December of 
1912 and returned in March of this year. 

Mr. Orphanides traversed both the North 
and South roads, and while hb: finds no 
insuperable difficulties, on either route is ot 
the opinion that it may be found advisable to 
cross from one to the other in order to take 
advantage of easier conditions. 

W hatever route is decided upon will, he says, 
entail heavy engineering work in parts. 

The actual cart track on either road ccnld 
not be followed. At times it mounts the crest 
of ranges of mountains, anon it descends into 
valleys. and again climbs to the plateaux, some- 
times for long stretches being one series of 
steep ascents and descents. 

lf the direction of the North Road is taken a 
defile of the King-ho might be followed for 
nearly 45 miles, whilst another defile for nine 
miles exists between Kuyuan and Tsingning- 
chow, 

Four mountain passes would have to be 
crossed, between Tsining and Lanchow, the 
ridges being some 700 to 800 feet above the 
river beds which in turn are some tour to 
seven thousand feet above sea level. 

Except for part of the route along the Yellow 
River near Lanchow, and the defile of the King- 
ho, practically all the country is loess formation, 
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Whereas the line will be comparatively easy 
of construction to Pingliang-fu the negotiation 
of the passes will require heavy gradients, in 
many cases from 15 to 25 per 1,000, On the 
Liupan and other passes between Wating and 
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: are, in places, 
loess, with rock; 
in other places they 
are entirely of 
rock, with the rocky 
sections increasing 
towards the east. 
The north of the 
river is more 
frequently loess 
than the south. 
The sides of the 
hills sloping to the 
river present no 
particular difficul- 
ties; there would, 
however, be heavy 
work in the shape 
of cuttings and 
tunnels, though the 
latter would be 
short, and through 
rock. 

In many parts 
the hills are cover- 
ed with firs and 
shrubs, and _ to- 
wards the north- 
west there are 
forests which may 
supply sleepers for the line. 

The region would provide all the building 
material necessary in the shape of sand, stone, 
gravel, lime and wood. 

The cost of building a line by either the 
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costs about 30 cents between Sian-fu and 
Lanchow-fu, but with the railway this would 
be reduced 'to three cents, and a goods traffic 
now impossible would be quickly developed. | 


THE CENTRAL SECTION 


The section of the railway which will traverse 
the Honan and Kiangsu provinces will be the 
easiest to bulld. The Company will be able to 
take advantage of the line which already exists 
in Honan province between Kaifeng on the 
east of the Peking-Hankow Railway and 
Honan-fu on the west. 

The line, which is known as the (Dien- 
lo railway, is 115 miles long, and was built with 
loan money raised hy the Syndicate which is 
responsible for the flotation of the loan for the 
main line. 

To the west of Honan-fu is the Lo-tung 
Railway, and it satisfactory arrangements are 
made with the Chinese Company who are 
building this line, that will also be used as a 
part of the main trunk line. Already over 30 
miles of the railway have been Jaid and 70 miles 
of earthwork have been completed. Tt was 
designed to connect Honan-fu with Tungkwan, 
and traffic is now opened to Tiehmen. 

This line is distinctly commercial, and is 
owned by the gentry of Honan, Efforts have 
recently been made to acquire the railway for 
the Government, and 200 shafeholders met 
early in April and discussed the question for 
three days before coming to a decision. The 
majority of the meeting favored nationalization 
of the line, and unless unforeseen circumstances 
arise, an agreement will shortly be come to 
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T singning-chow the grades would be particularly 
heavy. There would have to be some 620 
tunnels varying in length from 300 to 2,000 feet, 
on the line from Sian to Lanchow. 

There would also be many high bridges, but 
the spans would not be long, except in the 
case of the crossing of the Wei river, near 
Sian-fu, This bridge would have an opening 
of one-third of z mile. 

Mr. Orphanides returned from Lanchow by 
the South road, and found that while carts 
could be used as far as Tsinchow-kan, it was 
only it for mules thereafter. Mr. Orphanides 
branched off the road and followed the Wet 
river, as the most natural route, as far as 
Paoki. From Tsinchow-kan to Paoki the 
river is practically acontinuous defile. Villages 
nestle in the larger valleys, but they are 
separated by ridges and gorges, the inhabitants 
being compelled to use narrow roads over the 
ranges or along the river where it is possible 
to have them. These roads are sinuous and 
undulating, and at times extremely dangerous. 
Having been told of the difficulties of the 
roads the party sent most of their baggage 
round by the ordinary route, taking with them 
just sufficient to carry them to Fengsiang- fit. 
After two days experience they were, however, 
compelled to send the mules back, so dangerous 
were the roads; and the remainder of the 
journey had to be done on foot 

If the railway should be brought along this 
route it would frequently have to cross the 
stream on account of the sharp bends, though 
none othe sbridges would be more than from 
400 to foo feet in wdth,i 


- gent a one-ton mile 


north or south route would be about the same. 
The north has less difficulties but more 
sradients, whilst the south route has more 
difficulties and less gradients. 

it is possible that the route would utilise both 
roads passing from 
one to the other 
from Kungchang to 
Anting, thus avoid- 
ing the Liupan 
Pass, or if the 
North road is used 3 
by striking north- — 
wards to Kuyuan |[ - pe essy re, brates} 2 
and thence west [| pak tiiy Sasi g regs e 
and south to Tsing- 
ning=chow, 

With good roads 
it at present takes 
about a month to 
travel from Sian- 
futo Lanchow-fu, 
but rainy seasons 
render the roads 
almost impassable, 
and extend the 
time of the journey 
to two or three 
months. 

A great deal of 
traffic passes over 
the route, but 
breakable articles 
are. difficult to 
transport. At pre- 
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with the Government. If the cwners of this 
linc object to nationalization, then a separate 
line will have to be built from Honan-tu. 

On the east side of Kaifeng-fu, the line will 
run south-eastwards, in the vicinity of the old 
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course of the Yellow River, and 
will cross the Tientsin-Pukow 
Railway at Suchow-fu. From 
Suchow-fu, it will continue south- 
eastwards to Tsingkiang-pu, on 
the Grand Canal. At Tsingkiang- 
pu, another short section, named 
the I'singkiang - pu- Yang -chuang 
line will probably be taken over. 
It is about 20 kilometres long. 

From Tsingkiang-pu, there is 
still doubt as to which route the 
railway will follow. It is shown 
later that Haichow is impossible 
as a port, and therefore the line 
will have to be taken to a port on 
the Yangtse River. In such a 
case, it will strike south-eastwards 
from Tsingkiang-pu to Fowning, 
and follow the old road through 
Yencheng, Tungtai, Jukao, and to 
the River, 


SEARCH FOR-A SEAPORT 


One of the greatest difficulties 
which confronts the Construction 
Company is to find a suitable 
harbor on the sea coast as a 
terminal. There are very few 
places, 1f any, between Tsing-tao 
and the Yangtsze River which 
might be converted into a suitable 
port for the handling of shipping, 
and this is particularly what the 
Chinese desire, and in fact should 
have. At present the development 
of Tsing-tao, the best natural har- 
bor on the coast, threatens to 
wrest from any other place the 
possibility of prosperity as a port 
to handle the traffic which is bound in the 
future to come from the interior of China with 
the extension of railway communication. 

Tsingtao has a very marked advantage over 
any port to the south, inasmuch as it is one 
where the !argest sea-going vessel might enter 
and discharge cargo. 

In connection with the trunk line Haichow 
has been talked of as a port, but that portion 
of the coast is impossible, owing to_ the 
shallows caused by the immense amount of silt 
deposited by the Yellow River. However, to 
determine the most likely spot Mr. A. J. H. 
Charignon, Adviser to the Board of Posts and 
Communications, was despatched to investigate. 

The only places that could come within con- 
sideration were Lin-hung-kow, at Haichow; 
Kwan-ho-kow, at Haichow; Tung-yang-kang, 
at the mouth of the old Yellow River; Hsin- 
yang-kang, at Yen-tcheng-hsien, and _ tha 
Haimen Channel. 

Much hope was placed in being able to use 
Haichow as the sea terminus of the line by 
dredging a harbor, but the survey made 
under the direction of the Coast Inspector of 
the Maritime Customs shows that such a 
scheme is impossible, At ebb tide there 1s not 


. 


incorrect as show- 
ing the old mouth 
as an estuary, for 
in reality there is 
only a distance of 
from one to two 
miles between the 
old dykes. So little 
depth exists here 
that even a small 
stcam launch may 
not navigate the 
stream, 
Hsing-yang-kang 
is the best available 
place on this part 
of the coast, but no 
matter how good 
the actual port, 
there is an im- 
mense sand bank 
outside which 
would prevent even 
the smallest 
steamer entering. 
Hsing- yang - kang 
is the centre 
whence corn, rice, 
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twelve inches of 
water at the mouth 
of the river, whilst 
between Hsi-lien- 
tao and Hsu-kow 
the water does not 
reach a depth of 
six fect, - 

Whilst Haichow 
would not be suit- 
able for the ter- 
minus of a trunk 
line, 1t might well 
be connected by a 
branch line from 
Tsingkiang-pu ow- 
ing to the industry 
carried on there in, 
connection with the 
manufacture of 
salt, oil and flour, 
etc. 

So far as the old 
Yellow River 
mouth is concerned 
moderate sized 
steamers could not 
enter at any point, 
Existing maps are 








| 


47% 





and other grain growa.in the districts of Yen- 
tsecheng and Fowning, is exported, and salt 
from the salt pans in the vicinity is sent inland, 
but the export is al! done by junk. For this 
reason it may be a port to which a short 
branch line might profitably be laid. 

The Haimen Channel on the Yangtsze remains 
as the only place where a port might be 
established, though even that channel is 
rendered somewhat difficult by virtue of the 
numerous sand banks which exist. Dredging 
would have to be undertaken to permit of deep 
draught vessels entering, but shallow draught 
boats can already reach the port, and do keep 
up a regular connection, 

At Ta-kang there is a depth of 30 feet, and 
the location gives protection in case of storm. 

Observations show, too, that the Haimen 
Channel is likely to grow wider and deeper, 
whilst the Gutzlaff and Wei-shan channels are 
showing gradual silting. 

The conclusion of Mr. Charignon is that 
Ta-kang could be made a suitable terminus, 
though the opening and management of the 
port would necessitate large initial expenditure. 

The port of Tungchow, known by its native 
name of Tien-sheng-kang, is already a port of 
cali for Yangtsze steamers, and is about eight 
miles from the city of ZTungchow. 
Jt would be of immediate service 
to the railway in permitting the 
discharge there of railway material, 
and after the line is built would be 
a port for steamers without anv 
particular additional expenditure. 

After exkaustively investigating 
various places, and examining the 
routes of commerce, the surveyor 
came to the conclusion that a 
location of the line from Tsing- 
kiang-pu to the seaport of Kwanho- 
kow, via Antung-hsien, and the 
south bank of Ta-tchao-ho, would 
be by far the most advantageous. 
Unfortunately the construction of 
this jine would depend upon the 
improvement of Ta-tchao-ho, and 
unless the people of Haichow took 
immediate and comprehensive 
action, the construction of this 
line would be impossible. 

The location from Tsingkiang-pu 
to the Yangtsze River via ‘owning, 
Yencheng, Tungtai. Haian, Jukao 
and Nan-tung-chow to the small 
but extremely useful harbor of 
Tien-shen-kang would be a good 
one if Haimen (Ta Kang) proved 
to be a good anchorage, with a 
south channel of easy entrance. 
During the period of construction, 
it would not, however, serve any 
useful purpose. I1£ Haimen proved 
to be of no value as a. terminus, 
then the trunk railway would have 
the harbor of Tien-shen-kang at 


(Continued on page 474) 
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The Inauguration of the Parhament of thie 
Chinese Republic took place on April 8, the 
second year of the Republic, at Peking, The 
ceremony was held at the Chung-yi-yuan, or 


House of Representatives, the procedure of 
the Inauguration having been arranged 
beforehand by the Preparation Office. Parlia- 


ment commemoration badges were presented 
to the visitors. The Ministry of Communica- 
tions was also ordered to print Parliament 
Commemoration Postage Stamps. They nave 
not yet heen issued. The Chief .Administrators 
in all the Provinces, as well as the Resident 
Officials in Mongoha, Tibet,and Ts’inghai were 


telegraphically ordered to celebrate tlie day. 
The Ministry of Foreign Aftairs informed the 
Ministers of various*countries of the Inaugura- 


tion, and aiso instructed the Chinese Ministers 


abroad to announce to foreign countries that 
the First National Assembly was inxugurated 
on the &th of the Fourth Month of the Second 
Year. The Ministry of Education instructed 
the authorities in the schools of the whole 
countrv to give a holiday on that date. The 
Police Stations of Peking instructed all 
merchants to fly the national ag and celebrate 
the day. 

One day before the Inauguration, circulars 
were issued announcing the Order of 
Ceremonies, 2s follows: 





CHINAS PARLIAMENT.—MR, TING-CHI- 

SENG, THE SECOND OLDEST MAN IN THE 

PARLIAMENT: AGED 66. HE IS FROM 

FUKIEN AND WAS TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN 
OF THE LOWER HOUSE 


1.—At 9 a.m all Representatives and 
Senators will be present at the Chung-yi-yuan, 
dressed in frock-coats. 

2,—1I1 a.m. Ceremony begins. Music. 

3.—The Chief and other members of the 
Parliament Preparation Committee wili assist 
in the ceremony, The Chief of the Committee 
will report the number ot representatives 
already arrived, and announce that the oldest 
member of the Assembly shall be the octaes e 
Chairman. 

4.—Whien the Chairman is appointed, the 
Chief of the Committee will ask him to take 
his place. 

5.—The reading of the Eulogy. 

6.—The re ading of the Eulogy submitted by 
the President and the Cabinet. 

+.--Perform three bows towards the National 
Flag. Music, 

%.—Chairman to announce that the ceremony 
is finished. 

9.—Taking of photograph. 

The morning of the &th was bright and 
beautiful. The national lag was fuwn ir all the 
streets. Large crowds of visitors, Chinese and 
foreign, arrived in succession at the Chung-yi- 
yuan. Beginning at 9 a.m. the delegates 
arrived, produced their certificates, signed their 
names, and received their badge 

At 15 a.m. there were 179 Senators and 503 
Representatives present. Foreigners numbered 
Over 200, while about 1,000 Chinese were 
present. The bell was rung, and the ceremony 
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began. The delegates, the 
special representatives of the 
President (who was not 
present) and the members of 
the Preparation Committee 
al} took their seats, the 
members of the Cabinet 
present being Messrs. Chao 
Ping-chun, the Premier; Lu 
Chen-hsiang, the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs; Tuan ji- 
jui, the Minister of War: 
Liu Kuan-gung,the Minister 
of Navy; Shu Shih-ying, 
Minister of Justice: Chen 
Tsen - hsien, Minister ol 
Agriculture and Forestry 
and Acting Minister of 
Education: Chu Chi-cluen, 
Minister of Posts and Com- 
munications, At this junc- 
ture,the Metropvulitan Guards 
Corps fired 108 guns. The 
general aspect of the gather- 
ing was solemn and orderly. 

Mr. Ku Hao, a member of 
the Preparation Committee, 
announced that the ceremony 
of the day was to begin. 
The band played. Mr. Ku 
Hao asked the deiegates to 
raise their hats in honor of 
the occasion. All the dele- 
gates stocd up and raised 
their hats. Loud applause 
ensued, and, as the Govern- 
mtent Gasette says, a cheerful 
spirit pervaded the  pro- 
ceedings. 

Mr. Szu Yu, Chief of the 
Preparation Committee, 
made the following address: 
-—*To-day is the day of the 
Inauguration of the Parlia- 
ment, On the Ioth of the 
first Month, the President. 
in accordance with the Pro- 
visional Constitution, issued 
a Mandate to the effect that 
all the delegates were ex- 
pected to reach Peking within 
three months, and hoped 
that the Parliament would 
be opened as soon as possible. 
The period was short and 
the election returns at that 
time were not complete. In 
fact eiections were at that 
time still going on, and we 
were afraid that it would be 
very difheult to have 
sufficient numbers present. 
However, it exceeds our 
expectations that so many 
have already reached Peking. 
According to the count made 
to-day, there are 179 Senators 
present and 503 Representa- 
tives, in all 682, We have 
agreed upon electing the 
eldest member of the two 
Houses to be the Provisional 
Chairman. After due in- 
vestigation, we found that 
Mr. Yang Chung, Senator 
from Yunnan, 71 years old, 
is the eldest member. We 
move that Mr. Yang Chung 
be appointed Chairman.” 

All the delegates stood up 
and afhrmed the selection, 
and loud applause followed. 


Mr. Yang Chung asked 
Mr. Ling Chang-ming to 
read the Eulogy of the 
Parliament, which was as 
follow : 

“To-day, the &th day of 
the 4th month of the 2nd 
year of the Chinese Re- 
public, is the day fixed for 
the opening of the first 
National Assembly, and 
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The key to the numbers under the photograph is as follows :— 
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SPEAKER OF THE LOWER 


LECTED SP 
House (Mr, Wu CHING-LIEN), 
(Mr. Lu CHEN-HSIANGC), 


3. 
SINCE 


April, r913 

the members of the Tsan-yi-yuan and Chung- 
yi-vuan have assembled in the Hall to per- 
form the ceremony. 1, therefore, respectfully 
utter the following words: Heaven hears 
and sees, and silently wields the destinies of 
the people below. The principle’ that the 
people should share the power of the Govern- 
ment, is not a novelty. The despotic mon- 
archy has long enough marred the glory of the 
nation against its will, therefore, the represent- 
ative system is introduced. The representatives 
will make known the likes and dislikes of the 
public, and will express the opinions and voice 
of the people. They will hold the helm of 
the country, and will be its stay. On 
them depends the rise or fall, the weal or 
woe of the nation, They should therefore 
view their grave responsibilities with fear and 
trembling. Indeed the manifold troubles and 
disasters are but means for the uplifting of a 
nation. Therefore care and energy should be 
unsparingly exercised. During this time of 
construction, I do earnestly appeal to you. It is 
hoped that our country will firmly establish 
the central authority, and that the Five Races 
will abandon party prejudices; that timely 
rain will come and the farmers will enjoy their 
plenty; that scholars and merchants. will 
prosper in their respective professions; that 
all departments of the government will properly 
function; that the outside world will respect 
our Republic; that new life put into the old 
country, may live forever. You gentlemen ail 
will certainly not be slack in the performance 
of your duties.” 


THE SALT GABELLE 





(GRADUAL INTRODUCTION OF REFORMS 


Mr. Chou Hsueh-hsi, Chinese Minister of 
linance, issued the following order early in 
April:—‘*The temporary policy for the Salt 
Gabelle is to maintain the status quo, but 
reforms will be introduced gradually. But 
before the facts regarding the conditions of 
the salt business in the provinces after the 
Revolution be gathered together and compiled 
into a book for investigation, it is impossible 
to make a start with the intended reforms. 
Formerly the provinces published records of 
the Salt Gabelle, but they were not only far 
from being complete, but in fact they are in 
conflict with the present state of affairs. At 
the end of the late Ching Dynasty it was 
decided that a book embodying forms for 
recording the essentials of the salt business 
be published and distributed to the provinces 
for use, but owing to the change of the Govern- 
ment the project was not carried out. Now we 
have devised a similar method, but the one we 
devised would be better than that of the iast 
regime as it calls for more particulars. A form 
for recording the particulars of the present salt 
affairs of the Chinese Republic with explana- 
tions will be published and five copies of them 
will be forwarded to each salt office, which 
shall fill in particulars regarding the present 
conditions of the salt affairs of the office, 
and send the returns to this Ministry within 
three months after receipt of same, for com- 
pilation and investigation. The date of the 
receipt of the despatch from this Ministry and 
the way to carry out this order should first be 
reported to this Ministry.” 

Witi the order were published the follow- 
ing :— 

Explanation for the introduction of the form 
for recording the particulars of the Salt Gabelle. 


1.—This form has been intended to call for 
the facts in connection with the present Salt 
Administration in order that plans for the 
reform of the Salt Gabelle may be deduced. It 
is therefore desirable that the existing local 
conditions of the Administration should be 
particularly recorded in the form and forwarded 
to the Ministry for compilation, 

2—As the methods in the places where salt 
is produced and sold vary considerably, the 
local office may leave a blank in the form 1f 
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After the applause with which this address 
was greeted had subsided Mr, Liang Shih-yi, 
the President’s Secretary, stepped forward and 
handed the Chairman the scroll containing the 
Presidential Message. It was not read, members 
deciding that as the President was not present 
in person there was no call for any address 
from him. The substance of it was as 
follows :~— 

“To-day, the 8thday of the 4th month of 
the 2nd year of the Chinese Republic is the 
date of the inauguration of the first. Nationa! 
Assembly of the Chinese Republic. This is a 
most glorious date in the four thousand years’ 
record of the history of this country, and 
indeed this is the genesis of all blessings for 
the four hundred million souls of China. [, 
Shih Kai, being one of the sons of this country, 
do rejoice with you all gentlemen here. This 
Republic may properly be considered as the 
outcome of the earnest heart yearnings of the 
four hundred million citizens of China, and 
this Nationa] Assembly has been organized by 
their desire. Therefore the sovereign rights 
of this country shall be vested in the nation. 


“But since the inauguration of the Republic 
one year ago, the direct organ of the nation 
has, in fact, not yet been complete. Now all 
the members of the National Assembly have 
been directly elected from among the people, 
therefore they are proper representatives of 
the nation. Henceforth the Republican 
Government will be fully established, and the 
administrative authorities of this country will 
be more centralized. You gentlemen are all 


there be no such item inthe place, and may 
add the particulars which are peculiar to that 
office but not provided for in the form. 

3.—There are different names for the various 
departments of the Salt Administration in 
various places, such as Tan, Chi, Chin and 
Tsau for the place producing the salt; and 
Chan, Ao, Tsun and Yuan for the godown. 
But the different offices should employ the 
names they are using now and no change is 
desirable, 

4.—Each item or each heading under one 
item should be minutely explained as follows: 
nature, the change it has undergone, the 
(present) method, the advantage and dis- 
advantage, etc., so that it would afford facility 
to investigate and to arrive at its essential 
points. 

5.—In each of the items the necessary 
diagrams which should be filled in have been 
published in the form. 

6.—In any locality where there are special 
items which cannot be grouped under any of 
the headings of the form, they shall be arranged 
under the supplementary form. 

7,—The necessary local reforms and the 
method of reform, and practical suggestions of 
those who are well versed in salt problems, all 
shall be recorded in the supplementary form, 
for the information of the Ministry. 


The index for the form for recordina the 
present conditions of the Sait Affairs. 
Section |. The Producing Place. 

1.—The locality and dimensions of the Salt 
Yards. 2. The organization and distinction of 
the Yards (such as Tan, Chi, Tsau, Chin, etc.) 
3. The climate of the Salt District. 4. The 
circumstances for the establishment or abolition 
of any of the yards. 5. The variety and quantity 
of the produce. 6. The labourers of the yards. 
>. The organization of the godowns and their 
number. 1. The method of manufacture and 
the capital, 

Section II. The question of Salt and the 
licenses for sale. 

1. The quantity of salt produced to be 
apportioned to the licensed districts. State 
their present condition. 2. The fixed weight, 
and the allowance for waste. 3. The transporta- 
tion. 

Section II]. The transport and sale. 

1. The weight of the bag and the weight 

stated in the certilicate. 2, The packing, 3. The 
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men of ability and experience, and I am con- 
fident that you will make use of your sound 
opinions faithfully to advance the interest of 
the country. Henceforth the foundation of the 
Chinese Republic will be firmly laid and the 
blessings of the Five Races will be fully 
realized. With one heart and united strength, 
it is within our expectation that China will 
become a strong and mighty nation, and that 
the Five-coloured Flag will wave gloriously all 
over the country. This I believe is the hope 
and expectation of you gentlemen and me. 
Therefore | should say respectfully, Long live 
the Republic of China! Long live the National 
Assembly !” 

The ceremony of bowing to the flag followed. 
The Chairman and all other occupants of the 
tribune descended to the floor of the house 
and facing the Republican flags, solemnly 
bowed thrice in unison, the signal for each 
bow being given by the Master of Ceremonies. 
A band struck up, the officials returned to their 
places and the Assembly was then adjourned 
until the roth inst. 

Photographs of the members were taken in 
front of the building where two military bands 
played for some time, and occasionally the 
assembled company joined in singing patriotic 
airs. | | | 

The Commemoration Badge given to all 
present, was round, bearing the five striped 
national flag, with the characters “Commemo- 
ration of the Inauguration of Parliament.” On 
the reverse side was engraved the Felicitous 
Cereal and the date 8th of 4th Month. 


method of examination. 4. The expenses re- 
quired for the transportation. 5. Different 
sales. 6. The legal price, and the rise and fall 
of the market price. 7. The fixed quantity for 
sale and that of the actual sale. 


SECTION IV. The revenues in connexion with 
Salt Affairs 

1. The tax at the Salt Yards.and its present 
condition, 2. The proper tax and its present 
condition. 3. The likin and its. present condition. 
4. The new and old increases in price and their 
present condition. 5. The contribution and its 
present condition. 6 The regulations for the 
tax of salt of the neighbouring district and 
the way of transportation. 7. The real condition 
of the profit derived from the official transporta- 
tion. 8. The revenue derived from the monopoly 
of the merchants. 9. The real condition of the 
receipts from the various other sources. 

A table for the total of the various receipts. 
A comparison of the receipts of the end of the 
late Ching Dynasty, with that of the present 
receipts. 


SECTION V. Expenses 


1. Particulars of the expenditure of the 
organ of the administration of salt affairs. 2. 
Particulars regarding the expenses in connec- 
tion with the receipts of the revenues of salt. 
3. Particulars of the expenses for the official 
transportation. 4. Particulars for the expenses 
for arresting smugglers. 5. The particulars of 
other expenses. 6. The proportion of the 
expenses to the receipts of the salt revenue. 

The funds contributed and expended by the 
merchants. A table for the total payments. A 
table for the comparison of the expenses at 
the end of the late Ching Dynasty and that of 
the present reg:inie, 

SecTION VI. The Organ for the Salt Affairs 

1. The organization and locality of the organ 
for the salt affairs (the organizaticn of the 
office for the arrest of the smugglers, and its 
branches). 2. The origin of the establishment 
of the organ and its present condition. 

A table for the names of the various organs 
and officers, A table of the salaries of the 
officers. A table of the pay for the officers and 
men who are engaged in arresting smuggiers. 
SEcTION VII. Supplementary 

1,—-Particulars which cannot be grouped 
under any of the above headings. 

2.—Suggestions regarding the salt affairs. 
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SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL 
ELECTRICAL DEPARTMENT 


_—— ESS ee 


THE RIVERSIDE POWER STATION 


On April 12 the new Riverside Power Station 
near the Point at Yangtszepoo, which has been 
erected by the Shanghai Municipal Council, was 
formally opened. | 

That great interest was taken in this material 
augmentation of the electrical resources of 
Shanghai was shown by the large attendance 
of ladies- and gentlemen at the opening 
ceremony. The Chairman of the Shanghai 
Municipal Council, Mr. E. C. Pearce, delivered 
a short address, in which he paid a tribute to 
the Public Works Department; to Mr. T. H. U. 
Aldridge, the Electrical Engineer, and to Mr. 

Payne, the Station Superintendent, in 
ensuring the successful carrying out of the 
work. Commendation was also given to the 
work of Messrs. Pearce, Cardew and Snell, the 
consulting engineers. 

The two powerful dynamos of 2,000 k.w. 
each, were then started by Mrs. Pearce and 
Mrs. H. Figge, after which the visitors in- 
spected the building and machinery. 

The station covers an extensive area by the 
side of the river and the cost of erection has 
been somewhere in the neighbourhood of ‘Ts. 
700,000. It was started in November IogII. 
The mains extend to Robinson Road, a distance 
of Over nine miles. 

The plant comprises two turbo-alternators 
of 2,000 k.w. each to generate 3-phase current 
at 50 cycles 6,000-6,500 volts pressure. Provision 
has been made for the speed regulation of the 
turbines to be controlled electrically from the 
main switchboard operating bench, so that one 
man will be able to control the turbines as well 
as the alternators, station power, and lighting 
circuits and the trunk feeders The advantages 
of this system of control, it is maintained, will 
be more appreciated as the station grows in 
size and contains more generating units. The 
voltage of the system will be automatically 
controlled by an electric regulator and fluctua- 
tions in pressure due to careless hand regula- 
tion will thus be avoided. All the auxiliary 
plant in the Station, with the exception of one 
spare steam pump for boiler feed, will be driven 
by 3-phase induction motors of the squirrel 
cage pattern and a 25-ton electrically operated 
travelling crane bas been provided for handling 
material in the turbine house. 

The main high tension switch-gear was 
specially designed for the safe and efficient 
protection of the generators and feeders which 
it has to control. The idea has been to make it 
both “fire-proof and fool-proof” and to so 
arrange it that only by gross carelessness could 
accidents happen. The switches are of the 
remote control, electrically operated, type built 
into concrete outsides and situated under the 
gallery on the engine room floor level. The 
switches are liberally designed for operating 
under severe conditions such, it is anticipated 
by the officials, as may occur when the station 
reaches a plant capacity of 16,000 to 20,000 
kilowatts. The arrangement is such that 
unlimited extensions can from time to time be 
made without interrupting the working of the 
station. Even when the station assumes very 
large proportions the control bench (which is 
situated on the first Gallery) will occupy but a 
small space so that one switch attendant should 
be able to control the whole of the generators 
and feeders. 

The water for condensing purposes will be 
drawn from a- dredged intake 4o feet wide, 
which has been so constructed that the Eastern 
side has been partly formed by the side of the 
pump house. The Western side consists of a 
cor.crete wall upon which a travelling jib coal 
crane will run. This crane will lift the coal 
from barges moored alongside the wall and 
dump it into an automatic coal weigher, 
whence it will pass into the conveyor. The 
pumphouse itself has been built at the east side of 
the intake. The motors for driving the pumps 
(which are of the submerged vertically driven 
centrifugal type) are fixed above ground level 
so that in the event of floods the circulating 
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water supply should not be interrupted as the 
pumps themselves can work under water, The 
advantages of placing the pumps below water 
level were considered so great, that the higher 
capital cost of constructing a low level pump 
house were justified. 

So far as the boiler house is concerned four 
Babcock and Wilcox land type boilers com- 
prise the first instalment. Each boiler is 
designed for a working pressure of 180 Ibs. 
per square inch and an evaporation of 22,000 
lbs. of water per hour, Internal superheaters 
have been fitted for superheating the steam, 
150 degrees Fah. | 

Separate Greens’ economisers for heating 
the feed water have been provided, one for 
each boiler. They are fitted with the usual sets 
of tube scrapers which will be electrically 
driven. 

A very important feature of the new boilers 
is the arrangement of the chain grate stokers 
and the method of applying air to the furnaces, 
and it is considered that the new type will 
effect a considerable saving in the annual coal 
bill. The mechanical stokers, which have been 
specially designed for burning very low grade 
fuel (but which are also suitable for high 
grade coa!) will, in common with the auxiliaries, 
be driven by electric motors. 

The usual brick chimneys associated with 
such stations are conspicuous by their absence, 
Instead two short steel shafts have been erected, 
Each shaft will be capable of dealing with a 
boiler capacity of *,z00 k.w. working wiih 
induced draught. ‘lhe four for producing the 
draught are arranged separately in such a way 
that thev have only to draw in and deliver fresh 
air which is forced up the draft by means of a 
nozzle fixed at the base of the shaft. As the 
fans do not have to work ina high temperature, 
their life, it is claimed, should be considerably 
longer, and the cost of upkcep considerably 
less than fans operating under less favourable 
conditions. 

Three boiler feed pumps have been allowed 
for, either one of which is capable of supplying 
the four boilers. Eventually the two pumps 
will deal with the water for eight boilers while 
the third will be spare. The two pumps for 
ordinary use are of the rotary type electrically 
driven, The other pump is to be steam driven. 
The rotary type of pump, it is said, now finds 
much favor, possessing as it does many 
advantages over the older reciprocating type 
most commonly used. 

The coal handling plant must attract the 
attention of any visitor to the station. Provision 
has been made for storing about 900 tons of 
coal in overhead steel bunkers placed above the 
boilers and 1,900 tons in separate bunkers 
outside the boiler house. The bunkers will be 
fed by means of a bucket coal conveyor 
arranged to receive the coal from an automatic 
weighing hopper fed by a travelling jib crane 
which picks the coal out of the barges. The 
coal will therefore be conveyed from the barge 
to the boiler furnaces entirely by mechanical 
means. 

Provision. has been made for handling the 
coal by manual labor should the conveyor plant 
be out of service for repairs or other reasons. 

The boiler foundations have been planned to 
allow the ashes from the furnaces to gravitate 
down a slope into the basement where they can 
be shot into small trucks running on rails. This 
method has been adopted so that the ashes may 
be wheeled out to the foreshore where it is 
proposed to dump them for reclamation 
purposes. The gauge of the truck is one metre. 
The idea is that by adopting this gauge, ashes 
may at some future time be conveyed over the 
tramways system for building or road making 
purposes wherever required; and materials or 
stores may be transported from the settlement 
and carried direct on to the Council’s property. 

The following are the firms who participated 
in the installation, with the amount tendered 
for the work :— | 
Boilers, stokers,economisers, chimneys 

and induced draught plant— 

Messrs. Babcock and Wilcox ....14,300.0.0 
Turbines, generators and condensers— 

Messrs. Allgemeine Elektricitats 

Gesellschaft ....... ee oe eee [5,025.0.0 
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Underground cable, bitumen, trough- ¢£ 
ing and boxes— Messrs. Siemens | 
Br0SG LAG wsincnaisevrcwwns oe See 12,079.0.0 

Main and auxiliary switch gear—The 
British Westinghouse Co., Ltd ..2,001.15.0 

Steel structural work for power house 
buildings—Messrs. John Lysaght, 

Ss ee ee ee eee ee eee 9,701.13.8 

Coal storage bunkers, coal conveyor, 
crane, coal crusher, &c.—Méessrs. 


Spencers and Co., Ltd .......... 5,773.0.0 
25 tontravel!lling crane—Messrs 

Babcock and Wilcox ............ 920,0.0 
Steam pipe work, values, &c.—Messrs. 

Babcock and Wilcox ............ 2,812.0.0 


Housepower transformers—The All- 
gemeine Elektricitats Gesellschaft. 620.9.0 

Condenser Circulating pumps, 
pipework, etc.—Messrs. Allen, Sons 


oe MS Se See eo 2,889.0,0 
Boiler feed pumps—motor driven— 

The Rees Roturbo Co........... 520.0.0 
Boiler feed pumps, steam driven— 

Messrs. Clark Chapman......... 23.0.0 
Power House storage battery— Messrs. 

CHONG COmsecnc.ccascncuessass CIRIZO 


Battery charging motor generator and 
switchgear—The British Westing- 
house Con TAGs 255 .cs ddd nines .e. 224.4.0 


A CHINESE WIRELESS 
COMMISSION 





The Chinese Ministers of War, Navy and 
Communications, with the Assistant-chief of 
the General Staff, have jo:ntly appointed a 
Wireless Commission. Wireless stations are 
proposed for the following places; Peking, 
Kiangsu, Kwantung, Hupeh, Szechuan, Fukien, 
Shensi, Sinkiang, Altai, Suiyuan, Tsaharr, Jehol, 
and the Three Eastern Provinces of Manchuria, 
16 places. It is calculated that 63 telegraph 
stations will be added to the present number. 


THE LUNG-TSING-U-HAI RAILWAY 
(Continued from page 47 1) 


least, and in such a case, would not be dis- 
connected with ocean steamers. All the con- 
struction material could be discharged at Tien- 
shen-kang, Pukow, and Hankow. | 

If the line is carried to the Yangtsze River, 
it will mean a little greater length than originally 
contemplated. From Lanchow to Haichow, 
the distance is put down as about I,c90 miles. 

The engineers are taking all possible steps to 
ensure an early commencement of work. In 
fact, they are putting forth particular efforts to 
have work commenced earlier than originally 
expected, in order to afford substantial relief 
to the sufferers from famines which ravaged 
the south of the Honan Province. 

With the Hankow Railway to transport 
materials from Hankow, the line to Kaifeng 
on the east, and Honan on the west, give great 
facilities for active operations at both these 
points, whilst materials m y also be carried 
along the Pukow line, whence operations could 
also he pushed in both directions, 

Once work has been begun, in earnest, it 
should not be long before the distance between 
Kaifeng and the Tientsin-Pukow Railway its 
spanned, and rapid progress should also be 
made from Suchow-fu tothe sea. There are 
no particular engineering difficulties from 
Kaifeng. The worst feature to be faced by the 
engineer is the waterways and the low-lying 
areas inthe Lake region of Kiangsu. 

Some time ago, Mr. S. C. Sze was appointed 
to be the Director-General, and he at once 
commenced to push matters. We understand 
that Mr. Orphanides will be transferred from 
the Peking-Hankow Railway service and will 
take charge of the Eastern Section of th: line, 
that is, from Kaifeng to the sea. The Engineer- 
in-Chief has not yet been appointed, but we 
understand that Mr. Briquet has been selected 
to take charge of the Western Section, whilst 
Mr, Charignon will be Adviser to Mr. Sze. 
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DEVELOPING PUKOW 





In a very short time, steps will have 
to be taken to make the terminus of the 
railway at Pukow, onthe Yangtsze River, 
possible as a residential and business 
centre. The site of the station is at a 
spot where land is invariably covered by 
water. Reclamation on a large scale had 
to be undertaken for railway necessities, 
and work on a much larger scale will 
have to be arranged for if Pukow is to 
become a port of any con- 
sequence. In view of pos- 
sibilities of development most 
of the land in the vicinity has 
been purchased by Chinese, 
and we understand that some 
steps have already been taken 
to plan a settlement. It is 
reported that the local Com- 
missioner at Pukow, Chuang 
Yun-kuan, was on a visit to 
Tsingtau. recently, and was 
very much struck by the 
German arrangement of the 
port, and forthwith engaged a 
German Engineer to consider 
the establishment of a settle- 
ment at Pukow. The En- 
gineer 1s reported to have 
made an estimate for the 
work, which will involve an 
expenditure from twelve to 
fifteen million dollars. We 
understand that the Com- 
missioner’s idea is to have an 
extensive wharfage and make 
the settlement some distance from 
where the Station now stands. This 
would be an extremely foolish procedure 
in view of the fact that the railway is 
the raison d’etre of a settlement and of 
a port at Pukow. The Chinese are 
notorious for the extraordinary ideas 
they have in connection with railway 
location, but 
if they pursue 
the idea that 
is alleged to 
have taken 
some shape, 
they will not 
only be enter- 
ing upon a 
costly = step, 
but one which 
will in time 
prove to be 
productive of 
constant 
irritation to 
the commu- 
nity. The 
obvious course of procedure would be to 
set about the development of the settle- 
ment in the immediate vicinity of the 
Railway station. A great amount of 
reclamation will have to be done, but it 
could be accomplished cheaply no doubt 
by using sand dredgers. A systematic 
programme of extensive reclamation, 
the cost of which could be participated 
in by all land-owners benefitting by it, 
would render the work cheap, uniform, 
and efficient. Something of this sort 
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will have to be done if Pukow is to pro- 
gress as its importance warrants. 
Already a petition signed by some 
1,860 persons has gone to the Kiangpu 
Branch Chamber of Commerce urging the 
removal of the south station from Kin 
T’ang-men, the local name of the spot 
where it 1s situated, to Ma-Ying. The 
local Chamber of Commerce in pursuance 
of the desire of the petitioners, surveyed 
the prcposed new site and found it 
satisfactory. They therefore have join- 
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ed in the movement and have sent a 


despatch to the Department of Com- 
munications urging the change of 
Railway authorities 
selected Pukow as asite for the Southern 
much deliberation. 
They selected it for its accessibility to 
Nanking, and for its wharfage possibili- 





A VIEW OF PUKOW 


ties. The advantages gained in these 
respects outwetghed the fact that the 
site was a low one and would have to be 
reclaimed. Even after the selection of 
the site great trouble was experienced in 
purchasing the land. It is strange that 
those who are now endeavoring to 
change the site have kept quiet until so 
greatasum has been spent in building 
wharves and in preparing the site for 
the line, the station, and other buildings. 
It is suggested that those who head the 
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petition in this matter are men who own 
land in the locality where they desire 
the railway station should be. 

Pukow belongs to the district of 
Kiang-pu, and, in the past, was usually 
regarded as a negligible spot in the 
district, whilst Pu-tsen, the sister town, 
a little to the north, was considered to 
be of greater importance. Nobody 
dreamed that Pukow, with its low and 
swampy banks, often liable to be washed 
over during the high-water season, and 

not possessing even the sem- 
Ege blance of a market, would ever 
| rise toany degreeo! prosperity. 
Pu-tsen is an old Hsien city, 

built in the fourth year of Em- 

peror Hung Wu, of the Ming 

Saher e3k dynasty (about 400 years 
| ago). The circumference of 
ee the city walls is 14 /7, ora 
i little under five miles, As 
can be imagined, this city, 
situated in an impoverished 
district, and without possess- 
ing in any notable degree 
facility of communication with 
the interior, has been up to the 
present more than ordinarily 
sluggish, Whether new life 
will be infused into it by the 
railway, or whether the pos- 
sibilities of development at 
Pukow will deter advancement 
cannot be said at this moment, 
though its close proximity to 
the terminal station should be 
of advantage to it. 

Four post-roads were laid out in 
former times to connect Pu-tsen with 
other towns. What is known as the 
south road runs parallel with the Yang- 
tsze River. The north road passes 
Tungko, and goes on toChuchow. The 
east road runs to Luho. The west road 
winds around the hills, and passes the 
Han-shan 
hills to the 
Hvchow 
district. The 
Chinese 
papers report 
that with the 
opening of the 
port it is 
planned to 
construct 
either a 
macadam ized 
road or a 
tramcar line 
along this 
West Road. 

The main 
canal of Pukow is called the Sz- 
Ch‘uan-ho, or the Canal of the Four 
Springs. It flows into the Yangtsze 
at the south, and connects with Cha-ho- 
chiin the north, The branch canals are 
three in number, one of which goes to 
Chuantsiao ; one to Chuchow and Lai-an; 
and the third to Luho, flowing into the 
Lian-ho. There are famous springs 
around Pu-tsen, viz., The Pearl Spring, 
(Chen-Chu-Chuan); the Blue Spring, 
(Pih-Chuan); the Tiger Spring, (Hu- 
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Pao-Chuan); and the Lofty Spring, 
(Choh Hsi-Chuan). These four 
Springs, during the dry season, are of 
great service to the farmers ss sources 
of water-supply for the rice fields. 

The most recent census shows that the 
population of 
Pukow and 
Pu-tsen com- 
bined 1s 250,- 

000, and by 
far the greater 
part of them 
are mechanics 
coolies, and 
small farmers. 
Dealers and 
storekeepers 
only consti- E 
tute one per | 
cent. of the 
whole num- 
ber. 

To the west 
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WAKAMATSU 
IRON 
FOUNDRY 





General Nakamura, 
Director of the Im- 
perial Japanese Iron 
Foundry, gave the 
following explanation 
before the Budget 
Committee in the 
Lower House (third 
Section), of the 
Wakamatsu Iron 
Foundry :— 

Since the establish- 
ment of the Imperial 
Iron Foundry _ the 
authorities have been 
concentrating their 
energies upon the 
completion of the 
machinery and plant 
and the training of the 
operatives. During 
the past three years 
the machinery § and 
plant have been 
brought to a state 
of perfection, and the operatives have made 
ereat progress in skill. These are the principal 
factors responsible for the increase shown in 
the profits made by the foundry. 

The manutacture of by-products, the revision 
of the Customs tariff, and the rise in the price 
of steel and iron im Europe and America are 
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there is a 
range of hills 
which goes by 
the name of T‘ang-Chuan, where, it is 
stated, there exists an excellent coal field. 
It i5 reported that there are rich layers 
of anthracite coal under the hills, and it 


has been estimated that if the mine is’ 


properly worked its output would be 
quite sufficient to supply the whole 
Tientsin-Pukow line. On the north 
side of the hills there are groves of 
bamboo and trees. Many kinds of 
medicinal plants are found. The main 
cereals are rice and beans. Bamboo 
shoots, cabbages, water chestnuts, lotus 
seeds, fish, shrimps, crabs, etc., are also 
produced. 

On the hill called Pu-ts-shan is the 
famous Han-tai Citadel, which used to be 
considered an important place in warfare. 
It is called Han-Tai, because it was built 
by General Han-Shih-chung of the Sung 
dynasty, who seized this hill and obtain- 
ed an overwhelming victory over the 
K ‘in tribes hailing from the west. 
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also factors in the increased profit. 

During the fiscal vear 1909-10, the machinery 
and plant were not complete, and the operatives 
were deficient in skill, with the result that the 
working of the 
foundry for the 
year resulted ina 
loss of over 
Y 800,000, In the 
following year 
these defects were 
remedied and a 
proht — amounting 
to over Y.50,000— 
was scen for the 
first time. 

The profit in- 
creased to over 
Y.1,500,000 for the 
year 1911-12, The 
profit for the 
present fiscal year 
(1912-13) stil re- 
mains tunascertain- 
ed, as the accounts 
are not vet settled, 
but the figures are 
estimated at over 
Y.2,000,000 based 
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on a rough comparison with the preceding 
year. 


The production of iron and steel has in- 
creased—the figures for the year 1909-IO were 
100,000 tons, which increased to 160,000 tons 
for the year I9I10-II and 180,000 tons for the 
year IQII-12., 

The increase in profit is attributable to the 
compietion of the plant and the increased skill of 
the operatives. For instance, in manufacturing 
rifle barrels heavy expense was incurred in 
studving the process between 1004 and 1908, 
and it was only in 1908 that the foundry suc- 
ceeded in making barrels of the desired quality. 
But the progress made tn the manufacture of 
arms proved that the quality of meta! formerly 
deemed fit for rifle barrels was not now suitable 
for the purpose, and further study had to be 
made before the ideal quality could be turned 
out in IOQII. 

The production of by-products such as pitch, 
sulphate of ammonia, gas, and the dregs of 
steel in the smelting furnace, is also partly 
responsible for the profit; protection and the 
high prices consequent upon activity in the 
shipbuilding industry are also contributory 
causes. 

The increase in the price of iron in 
Europe and America has had a much greater 
effect on prices than the revision of the 
Customs tariff, the benefit of which, of course, 
cannot be ignored. 


The difference in the amount of the proceeds 
from the sales of iron and steel for the three 
months— April, May and June—in ort, 
preceding the revision of the Customs tariff, and 
the result of the sales for the three months— 
July, August 
and Septem- 
ber — following 
the revision of 
the tariff, was 
not more than 
Y.270,000, 


It will, no 
doubt, be 
difficult, if not 
impossible, to 
Maintain con- 
stantly the 
present high 
Price of iron. 
The time is 
not arrived to 
ascertain de- 
finitely the re- 
sult of the 
working of the 
present fiscal 
year, but judg- 
ing from the 

results up to 

the end of 

March the 
authorities of the iron foundry expect that 
190,000 tons of iron and steel can be produced, 
and that a profit of about Y.3,c00,000 can be 
obtained tor the year. 
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RUSKIN AND THE TSIN-PU 
RAILWAY 





_ The difference of opinion that has 
developed in connection with the respec- 
tive merits of the railway stations on 
the Northern Section and the Southern 
Section of the Tientsin-Pukow Railway 
shows little sign of settlement. Con- 
siderable interest in the question has 
been manifested in many quarters since 
the publication in the Far Eastern 
REVIEW of January of an historical and 
descriptive article on the Tientsin- 
Pukow Railway, and in our last issue of 
further statements of an official charac- 
ter. A correspondent writes to us to 
point out that Ruskin has expressed 
decided views on the general subject, 
and encloses the following extract from 
the “‘ Seven Lamps of Architecture :”— 
Another of the strange and evil tendencies of 
the present day is to the decoration.of the 
railroad station. Now, if there be any 
place m the world in which people are 
deprived of that portion of temper and 
discretion which is necessary to the con- 
templation of beauty, it is there. It is the 
very temple of discomfort, and the only 
charity that the builder can extend to us is 
to show us, plainly as may be, how soonest 
to escape trom it. The whole system of 
railroad travelling is addressed to people, 
who, being in a hurry, are therefore, for 
the time being, miserable. No one would 
travel in that manner who could help it— 
who had time to go leisurely over hills 
and between hedges, imstéad of through 
tunnels and between banks: at least those 
who would, have no sense of beauty so 
acute as that we need consult it at the station. 
Tke railroad is in all its relations a matter 
of earnest business, to be got through as 
soon as possible. It transmutes a man 
from a traveller into a living parcel. For 
the time he has parted with the nobler 
characteristics of his humanity for the 
sake of a planetary power of locomotion. 
Do not ask him to admire anything: You 
might as well ask the wind. Carry him 
safely, dismiss him soon: he will thank 
you for nothing else. All attempts to 
please him in any other way are mere 
mockery, and insults to the things by 
which you endeavour to do so. There 
never was more flagrant nor impertinent 
folly than the smallest portion of orna- 
ment in anything concerned with railroads 
or near them. Keep them out of the 
way, take them through the ugliest country 
you can find, confess them the miserable 
things they are, and spend nothing upon 
them but for safety and speed. Give large 
salaries to efficient servants, large prices 
to good manufacturers, large wages to able 
workmen: let the iron fe tough, and the 
brickwork solid, and the carriages strong. 
The time is perhaps not distant when these 
first necessities may not be easily met; 
and to increase expense in any other 
direction is madness, Better bury gold in 
the embankments than put it in ornaments 
on the stations. Will a single traveller 
be willing to pay an increased fare on 
the South-Western, because the columns 
of the terminus are covered with patterns 
from Nineveh?—he will only care less for 
the Ninevite ivories inthe British Museum: 
or on the North-Western, because there 
are old English looking spandrels to the 
roof of the station at Crewe ?—he will only 
have less pleasure in their prototypes at 
Crewe House. Railroad architecture has, 
or would have, a dignity of its own if it 
were only left to its work. 
We doubt whether this dictum will be 
accepted as conclusive. It is to be noted 
that in connection with the new Grand 
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Central Terminal at New York, a 
writer in the Scientific American 
Says that the “motive of its facade 
is an attempt to offer a tribute 
to the glory of commerce” (as ex- 
emplified in the Grand Central Terminal. ) 
Twe eminent firms of architects collabo- 
rated in the work of erecting the 
Terminal ; the general esthetic treatment 
of the subject being left to one, while 
the other was entrusted with the “ engi- 
neer-architect” features. It may, of 
course, be claimed with justice that 
there is a very considerable difference 
between a Terminal in the second largest 
city of the world and the stations 
scattered along a railway line in the 
interior of China. From our point of 
view it is better that beauty and utility 
should always be combined, but it is 
obvious that if it be impossible to secure 
both, beauty must give way to utility. 


CHINA’S RAILWAY 
RECEIPTS 





The statement comparing receipts of 
various Government railways in China 
for the past four years, which is published 
below, affords striking evidence of the 
extraordinary movement which trade 
exhibited despite the disturbances 
caused by the Revolution. Judging from 
the pessimistic reports which had been 
circulated there was every reason to 
believe that trade returns would either 
disclose stagnation or a_ backward 
tendency. The railway receipts, which 
in most countries may be regarded as 
a barometer of commerce, show, on the 
contrary, that not only did the Revolu- 
ticn not financiaily depress traffic, but 
that the earnings were increased. Every 
road except the Chuchow-Pingsiang 
Railway, chronicled an increase over the 
average of the three previous years, and 
the total net increase for the whole 
system is over $6,500,000. 

A comparison of the returns for the 
years 1909, 1910, and IQII is interesting. 
The year 1910 shows a fair increase over 
1909, whilst the year 1911 shows a 
decrease on some of the lines. When it 
is remembered that trafic on some of 
the railroads was absolutely suspended 
for months during the Revolution, this 
indicates that general business showed 
not a fluctuation, but what can be 
described as a steady increase. Such a 
thing may be due to abnormal conditions 
favoring railway transportation, but, in 
the absence of specific statistical returns, 
it is difficult to make an analysis which 
will clearly indicate what were the actual 
causes of the rise. On the Peking- 
Mukden and the Shanghai-Nanking 
Railways there was an abnormal move- 
ment of people fleeing from various 
cities along the routes, but any ex- 
traordinary increase in that direction 
would be counteracted by the Icsses 
caused by the suspension of traffic on 
other lines. In fact, on the Peking- 
Hankow line, no passengers were carried 
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for some mouiths, whilst regular passenger 
traffic was interrupted on the Shanghai- 
Nanking line for some time. Soldiers 
even yet crowd into trains and refuse to 
pay their fares, thus obstructing the 
regular flow of traffic, passengers being 
afraid to travel for fear of molestation. 
On some sections of the Peking-Hankow 
Railway, where up to $3,000 per day 
was taken, the line is now receiving $300 
per day. [his at a time of comparative 
peace. In fact, the loss in this directicn 
conjoined with the dislocation of com- 
mercial traffic in some sections during 
the Revolution, far more than counter- 
balances any gain made by the receipts 
due to the extracrdinary migration of 
refugees in the Revolution period. 


If a fair allowance is made both for 
the loss on account of the disturbances, 
and the gain made through the abnormal 
mcovemeut of people, there should be an 
equalization, but the returns indicate 
that the railways increased their business. 
That increase, of course, may be 
accounted for in different ways. It may 
mean that there were good seasons and 
good general business. Taking all in 
all, and making a fair deduction, it 1s 
safe to say that the returns prove that 
the economic fabric of the country was 
not so badly aliected by the Revolution 
as has been deciared by many publicists. 
Happily the country has not suffered as 
it might have done. The man on the 
land, it is demonstrated, continued in his 
business of production, and. except 1n 
very limited areas, he was not aftected 
by the conflict of troops which marked 
the latter part of 1911 and the political 
storm which prevailed during 1912. ven 
where the tighiting was most severe, 
recuperation has shown itself in a 
remarkable way. At Hankow the burned 
section has almost been reconstructed, 
not in the 1qanner planned by those who 
saw in their mind’s eve a modern city 
arising from the ashes of the destroyed 
hovels, but much on the old lines. The 
people who had business to do, and who 
found that there was business to be 
done, could not wait for the leisurely 
esthetics to plan the rebuilding of the 
desolated area. They went ahead and 
erected whatever shelter they could con- 
trive in order to enable them to continue 
the commerce upon which their existence 
depended. 

Although iniand cities on the railway 
were affected by the Revolution, a large 
movement of cargo took place through 
them, the railways carrying goods there 
to be sent into the country to where the 
population had fled. The real economic 
loss to China as a result of the Revolu- 
tion has been almost nil. Some in- 
dividuals have sutfered severely, but in 
general the country shows greater 
business than ever in her commercial 
history. Had the Revolution militated 
against prosperous continuance of com- 
merce and trade, as has been alleged, 
there would have been stagnation, if not 
a tremendous decrease. But a state of 
things startlingly to the contrary has 
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been shown. Not only have the railways 
shown substantial increase in earnings, 
but for 1912 the Maritime Customs— 
which may be regarded as the pulse of 
the country in so far as foreign trade is 
concerned—produced record returns over 
the previous vear, which in themselves 
proved a record over preceding years. 
Another table which we publish below 
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gives a statement comparing the actual 
receipts with the receipts estimated for 
the Budget by the Minister of Com- 
munications. The estimates were based 
on the averages and prcbabilities of 
former years and the returns therefore 
exhibit conclusively enough that the 
increase in the operations of 1912 was a 
genuine rather than a nominal one. 


STATEMENT COMPARING THE RECEIPTS OF THE RAILWAYS UNDER THE DIRECT CONTROL OF THE 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATIONS FOR THE YEAR 1912 WITH OQTHER YEARS 











AVERAGE DE- 
NAME 1909 IQIO IQII 3 YEARS IQI2 ]NCREASE CREASE 
Pekine-Mukden $11,804,638 $.1,316,164 $12,121,391 $11,747,398 $13,000,000 $1,252,602 
Peking-Hankow . 11,114,614 12,242,858 11,398,460 11,585,311 13,114,302 1,520,591 
Chenting-Taiyuan 1,4498c6 1,756,493. -—-:11,661,075 ~=—-:11,022,758 2,480,000 857,242 
Taokow-Tsinghwa. . 356,517 =. 477,593 406,558 433,550 540,000 106,444 
Kaifeng-Honan,. . | 390,030 555,302 614,840 520,226 75,000 274,774 
Shanghai-Nanking.. 1,796,083 2,018,349 =. 2,251,072 += 2,021,835 += 2,660,000 638,165 
Chuchow - Pingsiang 
(Funan) «<< +2 606,148 688,216 425,511 573,292 237,000 $336,202 
Peking-Kalgan .. 476,442 1,320,032 1,486,241 1,097,438 2,412,000 1,314,562 
Canton-Kowloon... 231,268 597,800 309,532 
Kirin-Changchun, . 21.450 213,000 191,550 
Chang-sui Extension 
(Kalgan line) . 89,034 401,000 320,966 
Total c..se0. §$6852,428 $336,202 
Net Increase ...... 6 516,136 


STATEMENT COMPARING ACTUAL RECEIPTS WITH BUDGET ESTIMATE OF THE RAILWAYS UNDER 
Direct CONTROL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATIONS FOR THE 
FirsT YEAR OF THE REPUBLIC (1912) 














ACTUAL ESTIMATED 
RECEIPTS RECEIPTS AS 
NAME (1912) SHOWN IN BUDGET INCREASE DECREASE 
Peking-Mukden - - - - - - - $13,000,000 $10,635,150 $2,304,850 
Peking-Hankow - - = = = - = 13,514,302 13,051,500 62,802 
Chenting-Taiyuan - - - - - - 2,480,000 1,800,000 680,000 
Tavkow-Tsinghwa - - - = - - 540,000 631,621 or 621 
Kaifeng-Honanfu - - - - = - 795,000 630,000 165,000 
Shanghai-Nanking - - - - - - 2,660,000 2,347,050 312,350 
Chuchow-Fingsiang (Hunan) - - 237,000 612,811 375,811 
Kirin-Changchun - - - - - = - 213,000 15,000 198,000 
Peking-Kalgan - - - - - = - = 2,412,90C 1,452,000 960,000 
Canton-Kowloon - - - - - - - 597.800 870,000 272,200 
Chang-sui Extension (Kalgan) - - 401,000 — 
Total - - - - - - $4,743,002 £739,032 
Net Increase - - $4,003,370 


CHINA’S FOREIGN TRADE 





The Revolution has caused a change 
in practically everything appertaining to 
the national life of China, and it was 
inevitable that there should be symptoias 
of some alteration in trade relations 
between Chinese and foreigners. Certain 
Chinese have expressed the hope that the 
foreign nmniddleman will be done away 
with, and that business in the future will 
be conducted directly between Chinese 
merchants in China and foreign concerns 
in America and Europe. The present 
systein, whereby the Chinese have to deal 
with agents at the treaty ports, is, they 
say. burdensome and expensive. This is 
a Dlausibie argumeit, but it may be shown 
without difficulty that the existing system 
is the best in the circumstances which 
prevail to-day, atid will continue to be the 
best for many years to come. 

There are extremely few Chinese in 
mercantile life who could efficiently 
perform the correspondence work which 
would be entailed in direct trade. It is 
obvious that a small misunderstanding in 
regard to a business deal of any 
Inagnitude might result in great friction 
andloss. Moreover, there is the question 
of credit to be considered. Large Ameri- 
can or European firms engaged in the ex- 


pert trade know from experience that 
their foreign agents at the treaty ports are 
stable, and they fill their orders with con- 
fidence and without demur. The situation 
would, however, be quite different were 
Chinese firms to endeavour to do business 
direct. It would take time to establish 
the mutual confidence on which so much 
depends in modern business affairs. 
Moreover the foreign agent at the treaty 
port is equipped with a knowledge of 
both foreign and Chinese conditions, and 
it has been essential that he should keep 
in the closest touch with exchange. 

Considered from a_ broad _ stand- 
point, the foreign agent in China is 
found to be a help rather than a 
hindrance to China’s trade. He has 
personal knewledge of what the Chinese 
want and he 1s better able to com- 
municate his knowledge to his principals 
than could the Chinese. Possibly in the 
future there will be a development in the 
direction of closer association between 
the Chinese and the foreigner in China, 
and this will be welcomed. but we 
venture to assert that the time has not yet 
come for the Chinese to seek to dispense 
with the services of the foreign firms in 
the treaty ports, which have done such 
notable work in extending the sphere of 
China’s foreign trade. 
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SHIPPING SUBSIDIES 





Some opposition has been voiced in 
Japan against a proposal by the Govern- 
ment toe grant an annual subsidy of Yen 


413,000 to the Nippon Yusen Kaisha for. 


its steamer service to Australia. The 
settled policy of the Japanese Govern- 
inent has been to encourage the shipping 
and ship-building industry to the fullest 
possible extent. It is not our purpose 
at the moment to consider tiie arguments 
for and against the subsidy system. In 
this, as is most similar questions, a great 
deai depends upon the point of view. 
Powerful arguments can be adduced to 
prove either that the bracing effect of 
free competition leads in the long run 
to better economic health, or that 
judicious encouragement by Governmeuit 
can carry an infant industry safely past 
dangers to which it might otherwise suc- 
cumb. 

That the shipping and ship-building 
industry in Japan has shown a remark- 
able development is a_ statistical fact. 
In 1896 when the Navigation Encourage- 
ment Act was promulgated there were 
174 steamers of 500 tons and over flying 
the Japanese flag. In 1908 the number 
had risen to 477, and whereas in 
1895 there was oniy one vessel of 
over 5,000 tons, in 1908 there were 32 
with a tonnage in excess of that figure. 
Turning to ship-building, we find that 
in 1900 the Japanese shipyards turned 
out 77 steamers with a totai tonnage of 
12,828, while in 1908, the total was 137 
and the tonnage 246,704. The great 
shipyards, the Mitsui Bishi and_ the 
Kawasaki are magnifcertly equipped 
and can turn out liners of over 10,000 
tons. Whether the striking advance 
shown bv these hgures and facts is to be 
attributed to the subsidy system we leave 
for those directly interested to decide. 

Apparently the opposition to the 
subsidy to the Nippon Yusen Kaisha 1s 
not based upon objection to the subsidy 
system per se. Mr. Fukuzawa Momosuke, 
a member of the Japanese Parliament 
who has been most prominent in the 
agitation against the subsidy, relies upon 
the assertion that the Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha is now rich enough to do without 
so much State assistance. He points 
out that the Company’s profits for the 
last three years, after deducting all 
expenscs, depreciation, insurance, etc., 
have been as follows :— 


PROFIT. AMOUNT OF 
(Including Sudsidy.) Supsipy. 
Ig1o— 7 
First Half .. ..¥3,703,301 Y 3,188,011 
Second ., .. es 4,298,741 2,940,900 
1QOIT— 
First Half 4,061,963 2,893,248 
Second ,, 4,600,678 2,931,908 
ini2— 
First Half 4,116,640 2,621,055 
Secon d ” 4,944, 280 2,405 34 I 


The fhgures quoted are certainly 
striking, but it is doubtful whether the 
Japanese Diet will reverse its policy in 
respect to subsidies. Although. the 
finances of the country certainly have to 
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meet a serious strain at present, the 
pclicy of commercial expansion has been 
recognized as essential to Japan’s con- 
tinued progress as a Great Power, and 
it seems improbable that retrenchment 
will take the form of curtailing the 
encouragement given to the Japanese 


mercantile marine. 


J. G. WHITE & COMPANY, 
INC. 





Messrs. J. G. White & Co., Inc., of 
43-49 Exchange Place, New York, has 
issied a most attractively got-up 
‘Announcement ” informing the public 
of the separate incorporation of its 
principal departments. This weil-known 
company has come to the conciusion that 
the immense development of its opera- 
tions has called for a separate incorpora- 
tion and independent management of its 
three major departments, and, as a 
result of that decision, subsidiary com- 
panies have been formed. These are 
‘The J. G. White Engineering Corpora- 
tion” and “‘ The J. G. White Management 
Corporation.” It is believed that this 
specialization will widen the influence 
and increase the general efficiency of the 
work of J. G. White & Co, Inc. The 
parent company continues as an active 
financing and owning company in the 
general field of engineering and public 
utility enterprise. 

The new companies begin their opera- 
tions thoroughly equipped to undertake 
the most important and extensive 
engineering and management work. 
They inherit, not only the physical equip- 
ment and departmental organizations of 
J G. White & Co., Inc., but also the 
experience and reputation of the J. G. 
White companies in, the United States, 
Canada, Great Britain, South and Central 
America, Australia, India and other 
parts of the world. It is believed with 
reason that this policy of placing on an 
independent working basis the three 
divisions, Finance, Engineering-Con- 
struction and Management—will lead toa 
decided increase in efficiency. 

We congratulate Messrs. ]. G. White 
& Co., Inc., upon this important departure, 
and we feel convinced that the prestige 
that attaches to the parent company will 
be maintained by the offspring. Success 
is the more assured by the personality of 
the Directorates of the subsidiary com- 
panies which are as follow :— 

THE J. G. WHITE ENGINEERING 
CoRPORATION 
Harry Bronner, Hallgarten & Company 
F. QO. Brown, Redmond & Company. 
James Brown, Brown Brothers & Company. 
Douglas Campbell, Campbell, Harding & Pratt. 
George C. Clark, Jr., Clark, Dodge & Company. 
Bayard Dominick, Jr., Dominick & Dominick. 
Anton G. Hodenpyl, Hodenpyl, Hardy & 
Company. 
G. Humann Kinnicut, Kissel, Kinnicut & 
Company. 
Augustus F. Kountze, Kountze Brothers, 
Thomas W. Lamont, J. P. Morgan & Company. 
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Arthur H. Lockett, Pomroy Brothers, _; 

Marion McMillin, Emerson McMillm & Com- 
pany. . 

J. H. Pardee, President, The J. G. White 
Management Corporation. 

Eliphalet N. Potter, Potter, Choate & Prentice 

Frederic H. Reed, Vice-President, J. G. White . 
& Co., Inc. 

Charles H. Sabin, Vice-President, Guaranty 
Trust Company of New York. 

Albert Strauss, J. & W. Seligman & Company. 

Moses & Taylor, Kean, Taylor & Company. 

George H. Walbridge, Wm. P. Bonbright & 
Company, Inc. : | 

J. G. White, Chairman, Finance Committee. 

Gano Dunn, President. 

Elgl Williams, Viee- President. 

Albert S. Crane, Vice-President. 

Henry A. Lardner, Vice-President, San Fran- 
cisco. 

Rk. N. Chilson, Manager Purchases. 

C. FE. Bailey, Manager Engineering Reports. 

THE J. G. WHiTe MANAGEMENT. 
| CorPoRATION 

Cecil Barret, Spencer Trask & Company. 

J. C. Bishop, Redmond & Company. 

P. M. Chandler, Chandler Brothers & Company. 

Arthur Coppell, Maitland, Coppell & Company. 

Gano Dunn, President, The J. G. White En- 
gineering Corporation. 

Ceorge E. Hardy, Hodenpyl, Hardy & Com- 
pany. 

R. Grosvenor Hutchins, Jr., Vice-President 
National Bank of Commerce in New York 

A. Ludlow Kramer, Vice-President, Equitable 
Trust Company of New York. 


B. L. Montgomery, Montgomery, Clothier & 
Tyler. 


Henry Parsons, Capitalist. 

John T, Pratt, Campbell, Harding & Pratt. 

Albert Strauss, J. & W. Seligman & Company. 

Richard Sutro, Sutro Brothers & Company. 

H. R. Tobey, N. W. Halsey & Company. 

J. D. White, Secretary, Engineering Securities 
_ Corporation. 

J. G. White, Chairman, Finance Committee. 

J. H. Pardee, President. 

Frederic H. Reed, Vice-President. 

S. L. Selden, Vice-President. 


IRRIGATION IN SIAM 





The great Siamese irrigation scheme—the 
Anthong Dam—which ‘has been sanctioned by 
the King, provides for the building of a dam 
at Anthong, so that the water will flow into 
two canals on each bank. These will form 
arteries from which the whole system of 
irrigation will be fed. This will not be a mere 
canal system but one whereby the water will 
actually overflow, thus making the present 
waste and high lands fit for cultivation, and 
supply cultivated lands in time of drought, 
irrespective of rainfail. 

The actual construction work will begin, it is 
hoped, in the year R. S. 134, as the intervening 
period will be fully occupied with the necessary 
observations and surveys. These will have to 
be made during a wet season and a dry season, 
so that by the years R. S$. 132 and R. S. 134 
(beginning April next), this observation and 
survey work will be completed and the plans 
of scheme drawn up. With this purpose in view 
the preliminary measures will begin at once in 
the next morth or two. 

The probable expenditure on the scheme will 
be in the neighborhood of two or three 
million pounds sterling. A loan will be 
negotiated for the purpose, but whether this 
loan will be one solely for the irrigation 
scheme or one combined with the Northern 
Railway loan (Chiengmai extension) is yet un- 
certain, 
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U. S. RAILWAY BUSINESS 
IN 1912 


During a period of expanding business 





prohts at frst usually rise more rapidly 


than expenses. That this has not been 
the case with the railways of the United 
States during the recent igh tide of 
traffic is shown by their returns for the 
calendar year 1912. ‘The total operating 
revenues are their total receipts from 
freight and passenger trafhc, from carry- 
ing mail and express and froni miscel- 
laneous sources. Operating income 1s 
the amount which after ail expenses 
have been paid remains for rentals, 
interest on bonds, appropriations ior 
betterments, improvements, new con- 
struction and for dividends. 

The total receipts cf the railways 
of the East were $1,511 per mile 
higher than for 1911, but operating 
income gained only $240. The total 
receipts of the railways of the South 
increased $492 a mile for the year, but 
Operating inconie suffered a loss of 
$109. The railways in the West 
gained $220 per nile in operating 
income, which offset the loss of 
approximately the same amount in 
the previous year. If the closing 
six months of 1912 pe aione con- 
sidered the situation was not so 
unfavorable, but even for this period 
of mounting traffic the increase in 
expenses ottran the increase in 
receipts. 

That the funds available for devel- 
oping and extending the railways have 
not kept pace with the growth in 
traffic or the increased expenses of 
operation 1s shown by the following 
percentages. For the railways of the - 
Fast the total operating revenues 
increased 7.2 per cent., operating 
expenses 8.3 per cent., and taxes 8 
per cent., leaving an increase in operat- 
ing income of 4.3 percent. Tor the 
railways of the South total operating 
revenues increased 4.9 per cent., 
operating expenses 8.4 per cent., and 
taxes 2.8 per cent., leaving a decrease 
in operating income of 4 per cent. 
The unusual trafic of the West en- 
abled the railways of that section to 
obtain an increase of 8.4 per cent., 
in operating income, which just about 
balances the losses sustained during 
iQ1I. 

The foregoing figures are all upon the 
mile of line basis and were compiled by 
the Bureau of Railway Economics from 
the reports made to the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission by the railways 
having total annual operating revenues 
of one million doilars or over. ‘These 
include about ninety per cent. of the 
steam railway mileage of the United 
States. 


MR. WEN TSUNG-YAO 





The Chinese Government is desirous 
of coming to some settlement with the 
British Government in regard to Tibet, 
and as a first step in this direction pro- 
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pose the appointment of Mr. Wen — 
yao as special envoy to London to 
negotiate on their behalf. In selecting 
Mr. Wen Tsung-yao for this important 
post the Chinese Government show con- 
siderable wisdom, for perhaps no other 
official is in the unique position which 
Mr. Wen occupies to conduct this delicate 
work. While in Tibet as Junior Amban 
Mr. Wen won the respect of the Tibetans 
and of the British officers with whom he 
came into contact, and apart from that 
possessed himself of an understanding 
of the situation which will be invaluabie 
at this juncture. 

So far, the British Government has 
not signified its intentions with regard to 
the suggestion of China, though there is 
a probability that an effort will be made 





MR. WEN TSUNG-YAO 


to have negotiations conducted in Peking. 
Great Britain cannot refuse to negotiate, 


notwithstanding the terms of the reply 


by China to the British note! of August 
last, but no doubt an effort will be made 
to limit China’s range. 

The career of Mr. Wen Tsung-yao 
has been an extremely interesting one. 
Hie has been in the political or official 
arena for over eleven years, and is a deep 
student of foreign politics. His leaning 
is towards British history, and he has a 
familiarity with the lives of the foremost 
statesmen and the record of the Mother 
of Parliaments which enables him to 
non-plus more than the average of erudite 
Britons in argument. But Mr. Wen was 
~tPublished in the Far Eastern Review of 
January last. 
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a born diplomat. In days long ante- 
dating his schooling, when he was a 
very small member of the child kingdom 
of his village near Canton, it was 
his habit, with others, to ride buffaloes 
to the hills to feed. One day a group 


of kindred spirits derived satisfaction 


from seeing their buffaloes eating the 
pea-nut crop of a rival clan, and their 
enjoyment was only disturbed when 
they saw men of the clan rushing 
out to wreak vengeance. All but Wen 
managed to escape. He was too small 
to get upon his buffalo unaided, and 
realising that woe would be his unless 
he could divert the anger of the mad 
peasants rushing upon him, he assumed 
an innocence foreign to his feelings. 
Without ado the angry farmers seized 
him and his buffalo, and were threat- 
ening dire vengeance. ‘They held 
him throughout the day, and only 
when his own village had rallied and 
despatched all the men capable of 
bearing arms to descend upon his 
captors did he turn up. His would- 
be rescuers met him riding through 
the fields, contentedly perched upon 
his cow. They expected to find him 
dead, or badly mauled. They ques- 
tioned him closely as to how he 
escaped. ‘Oh,’’ blandly said the 
diminutive diplomat, “when they 
rushed at me in anger and accused 
me of letting my buffalo eat their 
crop, I laughed at them. There are 
the ones who ate your peanuts—fleeing 
over the hills,’ I said. Do you 
think I would stop here if my buffalo 

had been eating your crop? No, I 

would have fled with the others!’ ’’ 

The reason in his argument told, and 

the angry farmers, who would have 

skinned him alive, and his buffalo, 
too, had they not believed him, had 
to be content to view their torn 
pea-nut field, and plan some method 
of getting satisfaction from the others. 

Mr. Wen drifted from his a/ma 
mater—Queen’s College, Hongkong— 
to TJientsin University, where he 
engaged in teaching until he was 
given a post as Foreign Secretary 
to the Customs Taotai. After that 
he was secretary to the Chinese 

Commissioners in the negotiation of 

the Mackay Treaty, and from 1903 
to 1908 was Director of Foreign 
Affairs at Canton, a Director of the 
Canton-Hankow Railway, the telegraph 
administration of the Two Kwang 
provinces, and the telephone system 
of Canton. 

In 1908 he was appointed to Tibet as 
Junior Amban and remained there for 
two years, being the second Chinese ever 
to have held the post. His departure 
was due to the turmoil which ended in 
the flight of the Dalai Lama to India, 
and he came back to China to assume 
duties as adviser to the Viceroy of 
Nanking, which position he held until 
the Revolution? came. Ever a strong 
opponent of absolutism he joined the 
2The Revolution was fully described in the 
Far EASTERN REVIEW of April, 1912. 
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revolutionary ranks and quickly proved 
himself to be one of the ablest and 
most out-spoken members of his party. 
He was made Vice-Minister of Foreign 
Affairs at the outset, and later assistant 
Peace Commissioner to Dr. Wu Ting- 
fang. Tothe activities of Mr. Wen is due 
much of the success of the revolutionary 
party in check-mating the Manchus in 
their efforts to raise loans for the 
campaign, and his force of character in 
other directions had a determining in- 
fluence upon the happenings of the time. 
As assistant Peace Commissioner his 
personality was dominant in the negotia- 
tions, and it is questionable if events 
would have shaped | 

as they did do had pe. § 
it not been for his ae ae 
inflexible courage in 
and out of the peace 
conferences. Ultima- 
tely he was appoint- 
ed Commissioner of 
Trade and Foreign 
Affairs at Shanghai, 
and head of the Prize 
Court. 

Resigning as Com- 
missioner for Foreign 
Affairs in March, 
1912, Mr. Wen devot- 
ed himself to the 
reformation of the 
China Merchants’ 
Company. Asa direc- 
tor he exerted an 
influence which stir- 
red the old organisa- 
tion to the bottom 
and caused such a 
pother in the ranks 
of the corruptionists 
that he had to make 
a vigorous and sus- 
tained fight to gain 
a victory over them. 
How he resisted the 
forceful endeavours 
of the employees to 
secure an unwarrant- 
_ ed bonus was told in 
a recent issue of the 
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the new spirit animating thoughtful 
Chinese. The disappointment of over- 
extravagant hopes on the part of some 
foreigners, who expected China to make 
greater progress in one year than any 
nation could be fairly expected to make 
in ten, has caused a backswing of the 
pendulum of enthusiasm and there is an 
increasing disposition in some quarters 
to brand New China as an abject failure. 
The thoughtful and vaiuable articie by Dr. 
Wang comes as a reminder that there 
are Chinese gentlemen aid scholars who 
are avoiding the political limelight and 
giving much-needed attention to problems 
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As Dr. Wang suggests, the reform 
will take time. It will not be easy to 
persuade those who have devised their 
own system that it is inferior to a new 
one. Without attributing venal con- 
siderations, a system of keeping accounts 
that reflects the most favourable light 
upon those interested in the management 
of a line, is bound to commend itself to 
them, and it is to be anticipated that 
there will be a certain amount of opposi- 
tion to unification. However, it is so 
obvious that the system wili tend to 
improvement, ramifying in various direc- 
tions, that its adoption is certain. 
Without wishing to indulge in prophecy, 
the opinion may be 
hazarded that the 
railways of China 
will soon be _ her 
greatest asset. It has 
been said that if a 
railway were to start 
in China from no 
particular place and 


plated by the Chinese 
National Railway Cor- 
poration, of which Dr. 
Sun Yat-sen 1s Direc- 
tor-General, are begun 
the importance of the 
lines as revenue pro- 
ducers will be materi- 
ally enhanced. In view 
of this certain de- 
velopment it is highly 
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FAR Eastern RE- MR. CHU CHI-CHIEN (MINISTER OF POSTS AND COMMUNICATIONS) gratifying to find that 
view, and that epi- MR. TSENG KUANG-HSIANG (INSPECTOR-GENERAL OF RAII,WAYS. } such important ques- 
sode alone showed MR. KWANG (DIRECTOR OF THE PEKING-HANKOW RAILWAY ) tions as securing uni- 
him to be a man of MR. YI KUNG-CHO (DiRECTOR-GENERAL OF RAILWAYS. ) formity. in railway 
unusual strength of MR. KUAN MIEN CHUN ( DIRECTOR OF THE PEKING-KALGAN RAILWAY ) accounts are being 
character. Specially taken for the Far Eastern Review. given the attention 


Mr. Wen was born 

in 1867, so is now in the prime of life. 
He is the author of ©’ English Grammar 
Simplified,’’ designed to assist the 
Chinese student to a rapid acquirement 
of a knowledge of the application of the 
rules governing English speech and 
literature, and has another book on 
English composition on the stocks. 





—————— 


UNIFYING RAILWAY 
ACCOUNTS 





The article by Dr. C. C. Wang on 
“The Necessity for Unification of Rail- 
way Accounts in China,” which we 
publish elsewhere, is a timely proof of 


of administration, the solution of which 
will tend indirectly to render the political 
atmosphere clearer. Again and again 
has it been pointed out that the art oi 
public accountancy is almost unknown in 
China, and readers of Mr. H. B. Morse’s 
excellent book “The Trade and Ad- 
ministration of the Chinese Empire” will 
recall that he showed that what accounts 
were kept as between the Central and 
Provincial Governments appeared to be 
designed rather to obscure than to 
illuminate the financial position. That a 
realization of the importance of a uniform 
system of accountancy in connection 
with railways is developing in China 
must be hailed as a most hopeful sign. 


that they deserve. 
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MINING IN CHINA 





PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENT BY THE 
MINISTRY OF MINES 

It is well known to the world that 
the mineral deposits in the vast country 
of China are incredibly rich, while 
development work has been incredibly 
poor. Owing to superstitious beliefs 
mining enterprise was rigidly prohibited 
during the twenty-four Dynasties preced- 
ing that of the Ch‘ings, a period extend- 
ing over four thousand years. Even in 
the Ch‘ing Dynasty, the prohibition was 
raised only within very recent times, 
when mining affairs were placed under 
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the supervision of the Board of Agricul- 
ture and Industry. Not till then was 
anything like a beginning made seriously 
to develop this enterprise, but even now 
it is no exaggeraiion to say that the 
immense mineral resources of the coun- 
try have scarcely been touched. 

It would be difficult to imagine what 
enormous wealth China couid acquire if 
she set her mind determinedly to the 
task of reaping the benefits derivable 
from a systematic exploitation of her 
latent mineral resources. That there 
is a movement afoct we are pleased to 
chronicle. The Ministry of Industry and 
Commerce is now giving the matter 
serious attention. Considerable activity 
has, in fact, already been displayed to 
start a great mining propaganda, aiming 
at developing the resources of the whole 
country. 

Properly to direct this gigantic task, 
three organizations will soon be formed, 
namely, the Mining Academy, the Pro- 
specting Corps, and the National Muin- 
ing Association. 

In the past mining education has not 
been prominentiy sought after nor 
encouraged and very few students have 
specialized in this subject. There is a 
Geological Department in the Peking 
University, but since its inauguration, 
only three students have graduated 
from it. 

To give stimulus to this branch it is 
proposed to establish a Mining Academy, 
which is to be attached to the Mining 
Department of the Ministry of Industry 
and Commerce. Jt will take students 
who have passed the Middle Schooi 
course, and, after three years’ rigid 
training, in addition to class-room work, 
they will be sent out to make actual 
experiments. 

The Geology Department of the 
Peking University will co-operate with 


this Academy in the training of these 


students. The Academy wili have one 
President and four professors, two of 
whom are to be foreigners and two 
Chinese. The unique feature is that 
the professors are to teach for half 
th: year and to spend the other half in 
active prospecting. An abundant collec- 
tion of books, and mineral specimens 
have been procured. 

At the start, thirty students w il be 
taken, and they are to be divided into 
two classes, the Mining Class and 
the Geology Class. Graduates from 
this Academy are to have conferred 
upon them the degree of M.E., and wil! 
be entitled to join the Prospecting 
Corps. If the graduate acquits himseif 
well, and renders efficient service for 
three years in this capacity, he will be 
appointed a lechnical Expert. 

The President and four Professors of 
the Mining Academy are to form the 
heads of the Prospecting Cor ps. The 
object of this Corps is to instruct 
graduates in actual field work. They 
are to prospect in the various provinces, 
make reports and formulate plans for 
developing mines. Such reports and 
plans are to be submitted to the Chief 
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of tbe Mining Department of the 
Ministry and the Minister for considera- 
tion. When the arrangement 1s working 
there will always be two professors in 
the Academy and two professors in the 
held. Thus the Prospecting Corps will 
be closely related to the Academy. The 
Prospectors are to make extensive 
travels and prospect im important min- 
ing districts; in dvuing this they will 
familiaiise themselves with the geology 
of their own country and the charac- 
teristics of its minerals. It is recognised 
that the class-room work is not calculated 
to increase either the professors’ know- 
ledge or experience, and mere theorizing 
without actual demonstration 1s not 
likely to make the graduates efficient 
engineers. 

We give below a translation of the 
pamphlet issued by the Ministry of 
Industry and Commerce in regard to the 





MR. EOUS CHANG, DIRECTOR OF THE 
MINING DEPARTMENT OF THE BOARD 
OF INDUSTRY AND COMMERCE 


institution of the Mining Academy and 
the Prospecting Corps. 

“At the present juncture China is 
experiencing acute financial distress. It 
is a puzzle how this vast country. with 
almost inexhaustible resources, can be 
poverty-stricken; yet poverty-stricken it 
is, at least for the preserit moment. But 
we all realize that China will be well-off 
if she will only take the trouble to 
convert the minerals underneath the 
earth into. useful materiais. 

‘During the past few vears many 
persons have been urging the importance 
of opening and developing mines, and 
not a few capitalists have actually 
engaged in mining enterprises. Con- 
siderable time has now elapsed and 
much money and energy have been 
expended, but not much success has 
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attended the endeavours, and we usually 
ascribe that to the following causes :— 
lack of adequate capital; difficulties in 
communications and lack of proper men 
to manage the work. ‘These causes are 
indeed enough to obstruct the progress 
of any enterprise, but let us imagine 
that all these detects are removed, what 
else is wanting? Most emphatically 
there is need of thorough investigation 
before any development work 1s at- 
tempted. ‘This is more important in our 
country in view of the scarcity of capital 
to carry out the work. When we are 
confronted with the problem of carrying 
out mgs enterprises with limited 
capital, we will have to solve it by 
ieooting. the capital to only the most 
profitable sections. The har dest part is 
to ascertain which are the most important 
and profitable, and which are not. The 
Prospecting Corps will be formed with 
the solution of this problem in view. 

“According to the present status in 
our country, private capital will not be 
sufficient to cope with such big issues, 
and much must be derived from the 
Government. If the Treasury is not 
able to meet this expenditure, the 
Government will have to float foreign 
Icans. But the proceeds from loans will 
be necessarily limited, and will not be 
able to meet the demands of every pro- 
vince. The Government cannot refuse 
money to one province and grant it to 
another province for mining enterprise 
unless there is very good ground for 
doing so. For instance, there are 
kerosene wells in both Szechuan’ and 
Sherisi. The Szechuan men will insist 
on having money granted to Szechuan 
to develop the wells, and the Shens! 
men will be sure to claim that the money 
should be granted to them to develop 
their wells. Now, since the funds are 
limited, we must do one thing at a time. 
We cannot afford to divide the money 
among them, and therefore there must 
be some standard by which to judge the 
province which deserves first attention. 
The function of the Prospecting Corps 
will be to review the various degrees of 
importance of different districts. 

“There is another great obstacle in 
the way of liealthful development of 
mining enterprises. We know only too 
well the disasters that befell the financial 
market when ruthless speculation and 
“bubble” exploitation was attempted im 
connection with mining enterprises in 
Australia and other countries. Australia 
is one of the richest of the gold produc- 
ing countries, and it is a common saying 
among Australians that the gold outpul 
of Australia in the recent fifty years 1s 
enough to be moulded into a Triumph 
Arch, but the capital that was needed to 
procure this gold is enough to be melted 
into two such arches. Now in a country 
like ours, heartless exploiters will have 
a splendid chance to reap fortunes by 
representing the merits of non-existing 
mines, and the ignorant mass will be 
easily deceived. It is well to be on 
guard at the outset to prevent swindling 
schemes such as those that have shaken 
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the financial situation of foreign coun- 
tries in the past, and it is the duty of 
the Government of keep a strict surveil- 
lance and afford protection to the mass 
of the people. The Prospecting Corps 
will render great service in this respect 
for it will endeavour to make accurate 
reports and reilable estimates of mineral 
deposits, and, when this is accomplished, 
any mining swindle may be easily 
exposed. 

“This Prospecting Corps will not stop 
with simply cotlecting and studying 
books and specimens. The Corps will 
actually go into the mining districts with 
picks and shovels. They will make 
surveys, draw maps, and bring back 
specimens of the minerals they dig up 
from the ground. 

‘* Now all this is a great undertaking 
when we bear in mind the vastness of 
ihe territory. When we study the re- 
cords of the European Geological In- 
vestigation Bureaux, we find that one man 
would cover a distance of 6,000 li, or 
2,000 miles in a year, and he is able to 
survey in one year about-1,0c0 li. As 
yet we do not have very accurate maps 
of our country. We will first take 
China proper, which is about 15,000,000 
square 11. If the period required to 
cover the whole country is fixed at 10 
years, then it will require 1,500 prospec- 
tors, and the minimum salary for this 
corps will be Tls. 3,000,000, without 
counting the travelling expenses, cost of 
apparatus, etc. Ihe European countries 
make very thorough investigations and 
surveys, and they are able to draw maps 
toa very large scale. Therefore they take 
a long time in accomplishing the work. 

‘We will proceed with this work in 
this way. Divide the mining districts 
of the whole countrv into three classes. 
Those districts where there are rich 
mineral deposits and easy of develop- 
ment will be placed under Class 1. 
Those districts where there are easy 
means of communication and offer good 
advantages, will be called Class 2. 
Those where communication is difficult 
and with little value shall be under 
Class 3. In districts under Class 1, we 
will make very thorough investigations 
and draw maps of 1; 20,000. For Class 
2 the investigations will be more 
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general, and the maps will be on a 
scale of 1; 100,000. A brief stirvey and 
investigation will be made in districts 
under Class 3, and tHe map will be only 
1; 250,000. We estimate that there are 
only one-tenth of the mining districts 
in this country entitled to belong to 
Class 1; three-tenths may belong to 
Class 2, while six-tenths of the whole 
may come under Class 3. We will fix 
the period at fifteen years. The first 
three years will be the trial period, and 





MR. LIU CHIEN (CHIN YIN RICHARD 
LIU) B.A., M.E., TECHNICAL EXPERT 
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after the third year, the number of 
prospectors wili be increased, maps will 
be made, and specitnens will be collected. 
In fifteen years, the general conditions 
of mining in this country will be fairly 
established. ‘This work will form the 
basis of the proper development of the 
nation’s resources, etc.” 

From the above declaration it will 
be noted that the Government have 
thoroughly awakened to the importance 
of developing mining enterprises, aud 
the formation of the Mining Academy 
and the Prospecting Corps are the first 
conscientious efforts. 

In addition to the Academy and the 
Corps, there is also being formed a 
National Mining Association. The mem- 
bers of this Association will be drawn 
from the proprietors of Mining Compa- 
nies, those who are engaged in mining 
work, returned students with the M.E. 
degree, and capitalists and other parties 
who are in close connection with mining 
enterprises. 

This Association will promote and 
encourage the carrying out of mining 
projects, and it will be the organ of the 
nation’s mining section. It will shape 
the opinion of the country in mining 
matters, and act as adviser to the 
Government. All measures of improve- 
ment will be actively discussed. It will 
also institute a special Bureau of In- 
vestigation and Compilation, to investi- 
gate mining conditions in this and other 
countries, and issue monographs on 
important topics. 

A Chemical Analysis Laboratory will 
be attached to the Associaticn, to under- 
take ali analysis work in connection 
with mining projects. This Association 
will also publish a Mining Magazine, 
and translate or compile practical mining 
books. Another feature of the Associa- 
tion will be a Recommending Bureau, to 
recommend capable mining engineers to 
mining projectors and companies. 

With the Association on such a large 
basis and scope, it should exert great 


influence upon the rapid development of 


mining projects. The Academy and the 
Prospecting Corps will make experiments 
and discoveries, while the National 
Mining Association will find means to 
put the plans into actual shape. 





ONE OF THE LOCOMOTIVES RECENTLY SUPPLIED BY THE AMERICAN LOCOMOTIVE COMPANY FOR THE IMPERIAL TAIWAN 


RAILWAYS. 


THE DRIVING WHEEL DIAMETER IS 03 INCHES; WEIGHT OF ENGINE 130,500 POUNDS; MAXIMUM 


TRACTIVE POWER 19,900 POUNDS; BOILER PRESSURE I80 POUNDS 
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DR. SUN YAT SEN’S 
RAILWAY SCHEME 
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On September 9, 1912, President Yuan 
Shih-kai issued a Mandate authorising Dr. 
Sun Yat-sen to devise means to plan and con- 
.struct the future trunk railways of China, and 
in March that authority was endorsed by the 
National Council, who unanimously passed a 
Charter giving certain definite powers. On 
March 31 that Charter was promulgated by 
President Yuan Shih-kai, and now is there- 
fore, law. 

Whilst Dr. Sun has devoted the bulk of his 
time since his retirement from the Presidency 
ot the Republic to the development of his ideas 
In connection with a railway system, nothing 
conclusive has yet been made public, for the 
reason that so gigantic a matter cannot be 
settled offhand in so short a period. 

Efforts are being made to persuade certain 
provincial companies to agree to a nationalisa- 
tion of the lines in their control, and steps are 
being taken to draft a national railway law 
which will define the 
relation between the 
provincesandthe Govern= 
ment with regard to 
railway construction and 
control. When matters 
of this sort are settled or 
disposed of it wiil be 
possible to launch an ex= 
tensive scheme of con= 
struction, providing of 
course, that the capital is 
raised. The people are 
more anxious than ever 
now to have railway com- 
munication, and more 
schemes are in the air 
than have ever yet been 
broached in the last 
decade. In time most of 
these will materialise, and 
when the political unrest 
which now prevails is 
settled a serious forward 
move in construction 
work can be expected. 





MANDATE OF THE Pro= 
VISIONAI, PRESIDENT 
The Advisory Council 

having passed the By 
laws of the Chinese 

National Railway Cores 

poration of the Republic 
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enjoyed by corporations in general under the 
laws has the following special rights :— 


a. The right to project the lines specified 
in Clause I. 

b. Therights to undertake Chinese and/or 
foreign loans for the lines specified 
in Clause I. 

c. The right to exercise control over the 
management of the lines specified in 
Clause I. 

d. The right, in addition, to manage all 
important industries belonging to the 
lines specified in Clause 1. 

e, The right to manage all matters con- 
nected with the acquisition of Govern- 
ment land or the purchase of private 
land required for bmlding the lines 
specified in Clause I. 

2, In the case of lines not belonging to 
those specified in Clause 1. should the Govern- 
ment or the original concessionaire be willing 
to give them over to the Chinese National 
Railway Corporation to be carried out: the 
Chinese National Railway Corporation may 
undertake the same. 
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| _ | GENERAL KIANG CHAO-CHUNG: 
of China, I, The Pre- 1,—1rH GUARDIAN OF THE EMPEROR, SHIH-HSU, 2,—PRINCEPULUN, 3,—CHING KUNG,A MEMBER OF THE 
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tion not being able to carry out the matter 
within the period set the Government may 
proceed as in the last section. 

5. The Government shail do its utmost to 
afford protection and assistance to all the lines 
undertaken by the Chinese National Railway 
Corporation. 

6. All the lines undertaken by the Chinese 
National Railway Corporation should eventually 
revert to Government ownership. As regards 
the time limit for the Chinese National Railway 
Corporation management and the method of 
taking over by the Government, etc., the Chinese 
National Railway Corporation should observe 
the >rovisions governing commercial Companies 
in general. 

As regards present and prospective laws 
relating to Railways and cognate afiairs with 
the exception of such special provisions as are 
herein set forth, the Corporation shall strictly 
observe the same, 

7. The Chinese National Railway Corpora- 
tion when making loans or raising capital by 
shares, no matter whether they be Chinese 
or foreign, shall obey the laws of the 
State and = shall enjoy 
the benefits secured by 
the laws of the State. 
As regards loans which 
must be guaranteed by 
the Government the pro- 
posed contracts should 
be reported to the 
Government for aps 
proval. As regards re- 
gulations for share capital, 
if shares by foreigners 
are concerned, the 
Government shall be noti= 
hed fo: its decision. 

No matter what manner 
of persons may invest 
capital in the Chinese 
National Railway Cor- 
poration the Government 
recognises only the Cor- 
poration direct. 

8 Whenever the 
Government deems that 
military requirements 
necessitate the taking 
over the Corporation's 
lines or its exercise of 
preferential rights therein 
or when needed for ordin- 
ary transport of troops, 
or police, stores, emi- 
grants, relief purposes, 
mails, etc., the matter of 
reductions in rates or 
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promulgate the same. 
Seal of the President. 
Date March 3ist, 1913. 
‘Premier Chao Ping-chun. 
Countersignatures Minicter of Communion 
. tions, Chu Ch'i-ch’ien. 
Charter of tie Chinese National Railway 
Corporation of the Republic of China. 
1, The Chinese National Railway Ccrpora- 
tion ‘s organised in conformity with the 
Presidential mandate. dated September oth, 
1912, With the exception of finished or 
unfinished lines under Government manage- 
ment or for which contracts have been 
signed, or for the building of which provision 
has been made in preliminary agreements on 
record, all of which come under the category 
of lines to be carried out under the direct 
management of the Ministry of Communica- 
tions, and lines for which other Companies have 
secured the franchise from the Government 
and which should be left in the hands of those 
Companies, the Chinese National Railway 
Corporation shall have full powers to undertake 
to provide for and manage all the trunk lines 
of China. But when trunk lines are projected 
the Government must be consulted and _ its 
assent thereto obtained. 
2. The Chinese National Railway Corpora- 
tion in addition to all rights and privileges 


KUNG-CHO, 
(This photo was taken specially for the Far Eastern Review when the party photographed went to the Kin-han railway 


station to inspect the funeral car on March 30.) 


Lines other than those specified in Clause I 
may be undertaken by other companies in 
accordance with the regulations laid down by 
the Government, but such lines shall not be 
prejudicial to the interests of the lines 
undertaken by the Chinese National Railway 
Corporation. 

4. In the case of lines built by the Chinese 
National Railway Corporation the date of 
commencement of work, the date of their 
completion and date of opening for traffic 
should be reported to the Government for 
registration at the time their construction 
is decided upon, and in the event of the work 
being delayed beyond the specified date the 
Government has the right to take other means 
to put the work in hand unless the delay in 
carrying out the matter was the result of 
unavoidable causes and that permission to 
extend the time was obtained in advance from 
the Government. 

In the case of lines under the Chinese National 
Railway Corporation which in the opinion of the 
Government are essential for defence or military 
purposes and which should therefore be built first 
the Government may set a period and command 
the Corporation to carry out the matter within 
the said period and in the event of the Corpora- 


O,—INSPECTOR-GENERAL OF RAILWAYS, MR, TSENG KUANG-HSIANG. arranged in accordance 


with the rules governing 
ordinary merchant rail- 
way companies. 

9. All regulations governing rates of the 
Chinese National Railway Corporation lines 
shali be reported to the Government for 
registration and the Government may exercise 
the right to fix the maximum and minimum 
freight rates. 

10. The Chinese National Railway Corpora- 
tion shall not be transferred as a whole to 
another company and in case any portion of its 
rights be transferred the Government sanction 
shall be obtained. 

11. The Chinese National Railway Corpora- 
tion may draw up various regulations based 
upon these By Laws but they must be reported 
for registration to the Government. 

12, Inthe event of these laws being found 
to contain serious drawbacks the Government 
in consultation with the Chinese National 
Railway Corporation may amend the same or 
the Chinese National Railway Corporation 
may request the Government to frame a motion 
to this end and such amendment or amendments 
be made after the National Assembly has voted 
upon it. 

13. These By Laws shall have effect from 
the date of their promulgation. 
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THE NECESSITY FOR UN- 
IFICATION OF RAILWAY 
ACCOUNTS IN CHINA 


[By C. C. Wanc] 


One of the most important branches 
of railway administration and that branch 
which has received the least attention in 
China is railway accounting. About a 
year ago, when the writer was instructed 
by the Ministry of Communications to 
co-operate with other authorities to take 
over the affairs of the Railway Depart- 
ment from the authorities of the late 
Ching Dynasty, he was greatly struck 
by the lack of systen: and uniformity of 
the accounts rendered by the different 
railways under its control. In fact some 
of the accounts were but cash books of 
a most elementary nature. They could 
hardly be called accounts at al] 
irom the railway point of view, 
Moreover, each line had its own 
xind of accounting, and rendered 
its accounts in its Own way. ‘The 
accounts of each road not only 
were different from those of 
other roads but sometimes 
changed from year to year. 
Worse still, there was and is 
much useless duplication. Often- 
times one finds a complete set of 
accounts in the Chinese language, 
rendered in the old-fashioned 
manner, accompanied byan other 
complete set of the same thing 
in some foreign ianguagc, such 
as English, French, German, 
or Japanese. When. we recail 
that all these railways are 
directly responsible to, and under 
the immediate control of, one 
authority, we cannot but be 
astonished by the striking lack 
of uniformity in the accounts. 

Under such circumstances, the 
multifarious nature of railway 
business renders an_ efhcient 
control of the different lines 
extremely difficult, and makes 
an intelligent judgment of the 
management of the various rail- 
ways impossible. It is well 
known that it is misleading to judge 
the management of a railroad simply by 
the revenue of a certain year or even 
that of a number of years, without a 
clear knowledge as to how and from 
what source that revenue comes, and 
how the property is worked and kept up. 

The usefulness of railway accounts 
and statistics is not limited simply to the 
showing of the incomes and expenditures. 
it is to furnish an intelligent comparison 
of the results of one road with those of 
the other roads so as to help each to 
learn from the experience of the others. 
It also assists the managers to compare 
the results of their own lines from year 
to year so as to benefit from experience. 

Under the existing circumstances, 
however, such comparisons are out of 
the question. What is worse, it seems. 
is the fact that “ dressing” or “ cooking” 
of accounts is not only easy, but in some 


cases tempting. 


DR. €.. C. 


THE FAR EASTERN REVIEW 


Once such an evil 
practice is committed great difficulty 
will be experienced in discovering it, for 
to make an effectual airing of railway 
matters by fathoming into the depth and 
traversing the labyrinth of the existing 
systems of accounts is well-nigh impos- 
sible, even with expert auditors. As a 
result, the only use which is made of the 
reports or accounts now rendered to the 


Ministry by the various railways seems 


to be to give employment to a certain 
number of clerks to compile them for the 
purpose of decorating the empty shelves 
of the Ministry. 

But this disorderly state of affairs in 
railway accounting 1s not unusual, nor 
peculiar to China. The history of the 
railway administration of the world 
shows that the same or similar troubles 
existed in many countries. England, the 
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birth place of railways practically had 
the same experience as that which we 
have now. It was after suffering for 
many years and after repeated efforts by 
both the Government and the railway 
companies that she has brought her 
accounts to the present state of useful- 
ness. We are, however, even worse Gf, 
since the science of accounting has hereto- 
fore received so little attention in China. 
But the world will judge us, not accord- 
ig to what we did or what we are doing, 
but according to what we shall do from 
now on. 

If we persist in ignoring the existing 
disorderly state of affairs, we shall be 
severely criticised by our neighbors and 


condemned by our own posterity. On 


the other hand, if we begin earnestly to 
make improvements from now on, we 
shall be entitled to all credit. For, 
generally speaking, our railway enterprise 
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greater. As 
construction of many new Iines, foreign 
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is still in tts infancy, and the evils are 
still easy to remedy. but, if we miss the 
present opportunity and wait until the 
trunk lines are completed, our difficulties 
will be more than doubled. Therefore, 
with us the auestion is not to regret or 
complain over the past, but to erideavor 
to make the best out of the future. In 
railway matters, however, no substantial 
reforms of any kind can be made unless 
we go at it full-heartedly and with sufh- 
cient time. 

After having thus reviewed our own 
condition, we may look at the question 
from a general point of view. On account 
of their monopolistic and other char- 
acteristics, railways are always placed 
under strict supervision or direct control 
of the State. In exercising this super- 
\ision or control, railway men find it 
desirable or even necessary to begin 
irom accounting. It is largely 
through the accounts that a fair 
judgment of the management of 
a railroad may be made and an 
inside view of the affairs obtain- 
ed; and it is only through a 
proper judgment and a clear 
understanding of what 1s going 
on that a proper supervision or 
coutrol may be exercised. In 
other words, accounting is re- 
garded as the key to the manage- 
nent, supervision and control of 
railways. 

From the point of view of 
State railway management, or 
that of private lines, an efficient 
system of accounting is of equal 
unportance The railway busi- 
ness is so multifarious in nature, 
and so immense in volume, that 
no railway can be efficiently or 
economically operated without 
good accounting. Therefore, the 
accounting department always 
occupies an important place in 
all railway administrations, and 
accounting is constantly re- 
ceiving the attention of railway 
nen with a view towards impro- 
vement. | 

In China the importance of 
railway accounting is even 
we have to push the 
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capital is necessarily needed. With 
the right kind of accounting, we 
can help a good deal in attracting 
such needed foreign capital. What the 
average investor wants is safe security 
and a reasonable rate of interest. If we 
can only iet the world know, by a good 
system of accounts, what paying invest- 
ments our railways are, we shall have 
much less difficulty in securing funds. In 
fact there are hardly any railways in the 
world which pay as well as ours. The 
great trouble is that the outer world does 
not know our actual conditions. The 
lack of proper account and statistics is 
largely responsible for this. 

The importance of modern accounting 
is made more apparent by the evils 
resulting from the lack of such accounting. 
The Canton-Hankow and the Hankow- 
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Szechuan lines are vivid examples. In 
both cases, the deticiency in accounting 
has contributed a good share in bringing 
about the present shameful results. The 
livestors see that so much money is put 
into the enterprise and then hear that so 
much is expended, but no one knows 
exactly what has become of it. If any 
one should endeavor to examine the 
accounts, he would be more mystified 
after the examination than _ before. 
Indeed, with such accounts and account- 
ing, fraud is not only easy, but may be 
tempting. The authorities in charge 
of these lines were guilty in many 
respects, but the lack of system was also 
responsible. «As a result, the investors 
became stspicious and angry. A _ hue 
and cry was raised and everything was 
blocked. Consequently, not only were 
the lines immediately concerned delaved, 
but the whele investing public became 
pessimistic with regard vo railway enter- 
prise, and thus the development cf the 
country was kept back, in addition to 
giving our neighbors good and _ visible 
excuse to laugh at us. 

Not only in the administration of 
railways, but in other modern business 
as well, accounting is of fundamental 
importance. Indeed, it is often remarked 
that the taiiure of some of our most 
promising enterprises, such as the China 
Merchanis’ Navigation Company,is large- 
ly due to the lack of good accounting. 
This is unavoidable, for to manage a 
modern business on a large scale without 
the help of a modern systein of account- 
ing is like pouring new wine into old 
bottles. 

Thus, it may be said that the conceal- 
ment or imperfect representation of 
facts, which no one is charged with the 
duty or furnished with the means of 
faithfully disclosing, will be found to 
underlie most of the mishaps in railway 
matters. ‘There can be little doubt that 
many objectionable transactions would 
have been prevented if they were to be 
immediately followed by publicity. For 
it is regarded almost as an maxim that 
publicity is the most effectual preventive 
of frauds or other irregularities in rail- 
way matters. 

It may also be added that for railway 
taxation and the purchase or subvention 
of private lines, which questions are 
bound to come up soon, ethcient account- 
ing is indispensable. To meet these 
questions by beginning with the prepara- 
tion and enforcement of an eft:cient 
system of accounts, applicable to all lines, 
seems to be a good beginning. 


But railway accounts should not only 
be effective, but also uniform for ail 
lines. The importance of uniformity 
lias been repeatedly emphasized by rail- 
way men since the forties. England 
began to take strong measures in this 
regard from 1868, when the Regulation 
of Railways Act was passed for the sole 
purpose of unifying the accounts of all 
railways in the country. Ever since, 
continued attention has been given to 
this matter. As late as 1911, a further 
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step was taken to make some necessary 
improvements toward the unification of 
railway accounts and statistical returns. 
The railway companies themselves have 
been equaily active, as shown by the 
actions of the Manchester Railway 
Conference of 1868 (See Railway Times, 
Aug. 23, 1868 and the publications of 
the “Conference) and that of the British 
Railway Companies’ Associaticn. The 
Association, besides other actions, has 
appointed a standing committee for the 
purpose of securing uniformity of prac- 
tice among ail railway companies in 
rendering their accounts (See Report of 
Committee appoitted by the Board of 
Trade on railway accounts and statistical] 
returns, 1909). America began in 1887 
and has made constant improvements 
since then. The accounting and statis- 
tical matters constitute a great part of 
the work not only of the Interstate 
Commerce Commission, but of the rail- 
way companies as well. The continental 
countries also have been paying mutch 
attention to this question. Indeed, the 
unification of railway accounts forms a 
sright chapter in the railway history of 
many countries. So far as experience 
shows, there is hardly any question that 
the railway accounts of a country should 
be unified. 


The advantages of a unified system of 
railway accounts arenumerous. Besides 
preventing the ‘dressing’? of accounts 
tc a considerable extent, the auditors and 
inspectors would have a convenient guide 
in their effort to audit the accounts or 
to ascertain the true state of affairs. 
The common form would become familiar 
and people would know what to verify. 
Moreover, the science of accounting 
would become somewhat easier to our 
people; and once one learns the science, 
one may be employed in any railway 
office, and may also be transferred from 
one line to another without much incon- 
venience. What is more significant, as 
mentioned before, is that a uniform 
system will enable those in control of 
railways to compare intelligentiy the 
results of the different systeins so as to 
assist in forming their judgment of each 
Inanagement as well as to enable the 
directors themselves to profit by one 
anothers experience. Where circum- 
stances are nearly similar and where there 
is no downright faisification, such com- 
parisons would prove of great value. 

To bring about uniformity in account- 
ing, the first step is to adopt some uniform 
forms of accounts, with rules and 
regulations governing the application 
of the same. In adopting these forms, 
etc., expert knowiedge should be used. 
The aim should be to study the actual 
condition of our railway accounting 
first and then to adopt the forms, etc., to 
meet the existing conditions. In other 
words, the forms and regulations, etc., 
should be practical rather than ideal. 
Stringent rules should not be iaid down 
except after thorough examination of 
the actual state of affairs. What is 
adopted should be sufficiently elastic to 
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meet the varying circumstances of the 
different lines and at the same time 
precise enough to enable the directors 
and the Ministry, as well as the public, 
to make intelligent comparisons. The 
guiding principle should be to expose the 
results of the management and _ the 
financial position of the lines as clearly 
and systematically as pussible so that the 
country may know what our railways 
are doing. 

But uniform forms and regulations 
alone are not enough to insure uniformity 
in accounting. There 1s always room for 
endless dispute as to whether certain 
items of expenditure are for renewals or 
new work or operation. Much doubt 
could also arise as to whether capital ot 
revenue is to be charged. ‘Therefore, 
the incomes and expenditures should be 
classified and put under specific headings, 
item by item, and the scope of each head- 
ing should also be definitely defined. 
In this respect, the experience oi other 
railways may prove of much help to us. 
In other words there should be uniformity 
of practice with regard to che keeping of 
accounts and the filing up of the pre- 
scribed forms. 


During the first few years of applica- 


tion, a standing committee of experts 
and other responsible men may be ap- 
pointed to waich the progress of the 
application of the system, to correct 
defects that may be discovered and to 
make improvements whenever possible, 
as well as to settle doubtful questions 
which may atise from time to time. 

Side by side with the unihcation of 
railway accounts, railway statistics may 
well be unified also. In railway adimin- 
istration, statistics are essential to 
improvements. Mich like mercury, with 
regard to temperature, it tells the rise or 
fail of the enterprise. Indeed, some of 
the most able railway administrators 
practically do little besides the study of 
a few sheets of statistics every morning. 

jut the main troubie with us hereto- 
fore, was not exactly that we did not 
know what should be done, but oftentimes 
our lack of determination, perseverence 
and dennite responsibility. It may be 
easily recalled that many laudable 
reforms have been blocked or given up 
unfinished on account of the lack of 
definite power and responsibility or the 
change of certain responsible authorities. 

It must also be borne in mind that in 
enforcing any uniform system of ac- 
counts, much difhculty, or perhaps even 
opposition, willarise. After the difterent 
lines have been accustomed to their own 
systems and their own way, they will 
naturally find much inconvenience in 
adopting any new system. This has 
been the experience of other countries, 
where we almost invariably find much 
criticism and opposition against the 
introduction of umiform accounting, 
especially at the beginning. but after 
an earnest trial they have invariably 
found that their inconvenience in adopt- 
ing the uniform system, is more than 
repaid, We may reasonably expect 
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some difficulties of this sort, but such 
difficulties are likely to be, or should be 
only temporary. 

From the above, it may be seen that 
the unification of railway accounts and 
statistics is recognized by railway autho- 
rilies of many countries as most 
essential. Our cwn disorderly state of 


affairs especially demands some sort of a 


uniform system. Therefore, if some 
uniform system now be adopted, much 
confusion and irregularity may be 
prevented in the management of our 
railways and some proper publicity may 
be given to our railway property. Even 
should the existing roads fail to adopt it, 
for the guidance of the future lines alone 
it is worth while. Sooner or later, the 
unification of railway accounts and 
statistics is bound to come. When it 
comes, it will occupy a bright chapter in 
the history of our railways. 





Unification Committee Appointed 
The Minister of Communications has 
given distinct earnest of his intention to 
encourage a reorganisation of railway 
matters by appointing a Commission to 
investigate the existing systems of ac- 
counting and inaugurate a unified system 
for adoption throughout the country. 

Whilst the Director-General of Rail- 
ways has been made the head of this 
Commission the active head will be Dr. 
C. C. Wang, who has been appointed 
Chairman. 

Already several meetings have been 
held, and as this is the frst step in a 
movement to bring the railway system 
to a plane where it may be managed 
efficiently and profitably, we publish 
herewith the procedure to be adopted to 
give effect to the work of the Commission, 
and the regulations governing that body: 

PROCEDURE OF THE COMMISSION 
The procedure with regard to the unification 
of railway accounts shall be divided into three 
periods :— 
Period of Preliminaries. 
Period of Investigation. 
Period of Preparation. 
Period of Preliminaries :—(about ten days). 
1.—The Regulations of the Commission shall 
be prepared and adopted with the sanction 
and enforcement thereof by the Ministry 
of Communications. - = 

2.—The Chairman of the Commission shall be 
appointed by the Minister and vested with 
a seal of service. 

3.—The Commissioners shall be recommended 
to the Minister for appointment, and the 
members of the secretarial staff shall be 
appointed by the Chairman. me. 

4.—The Commissioners shall be commissioned 
bv the Minister. 

s,—A preliminary meeting shall be held for the 

~~ discussion of the method of procedure in 
the second period, — 

6,—The formation of the Commission shall be 
officially announced by the Minister, or 
through other proper authorities, to the 
railways and to those organizations having 
close connection with the Commission, 

>The Chairman of the Commission shall 
‘nform the railways of the sending of 
Commissioners to study the systemis of 
accounts and statistics and the practice and 
working of the accounting department, and 
shall request each railway to prepare sepa- 
rately, within three months, a detailed state- 
ment of its accounting system and the rules 
and regulations thereof, giving views and 
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suggestions as io what and how improve- 
ments upon its present system can be made. 
The Ministry of Communications _ shall 
request the Ministers accredited abroad, 
such as Great Britain, the United States of 
America, Germany, Switzerland, etc., to 
secure from the railway authorities the 
rules and regulations governing, and the 
different forms used in railway accounts 
and accounting for reference. 
Period of Investigation: —( about three 
months). 
1.—The Commissioners shall visit the different 
railways assigned, and study carefully the 
systems of accounts, and the practice and 
working of the accounting departments. 

2,—The associate members of the Commission 
shall prepare detailed statements prescribed 
in sec. 7, first period. 

3.—A representative shall be sent abroad to 
engage expert advisers. 

4.--The secretarial staff shall attend to transla- 
_ tions, the regular secretarial business, etc. 
Period of Preparation: —(about nine months). 
1.—A formal meeting shall be heid for the 
preparation of the method of procedure. 

2.—ihe Commissioners, together with the 
expert advisers, shall visit the different 
railways previously designated and shall 
spend three days on each railway in investi- 
gation. 

3.—The Commission shall begin its work after 
ne of the work above enumer- 
ated. | 

4.—Besides reporting its progress to the Minis- 
trv from time to time, the Commission 
shall make a detailed formal report at the 
end of its term, setting forth all the import- 
ant questions discussed or settled, the 
method of procedure followed, and the con- 
clusions arrived at, together with its 
suggestions and recommendations regarding 
the unification of railway accounts. 

Besides requesting railway accounting officers 
to express their opinions from time to time, 
the Commission welcomes all suggestions which 
may help to bring about the unification of 
railway accounts of Government lines. 

REGULATIONS OF THE COMMISSION 


I. Name.—The Commission shall be known 
as the ‘Commission on the Unification of 
Railway Accounts.” 

If. Object.—The Commission shall unify the 
existing systems of accounts of Goverr- 
ment Railways. — 

Ill. Pozers.—The Commission shall be subject 
to the Ministry of Communications and 

__ under the direct supervision of the Minister. 

IV. Organization—The Commission _— shall 
consist of 

1—A chairman and a vice-chairman, who shall 
be commissioned by the Minister of Com- 
munications. 

2.—Foreign experts in railway accounting, who 
shall be engaged as advisers by the chair- 
man, with the approval of the Minister. 

3.—Six members, whose qualifications shali be 
graduates oi universities or techrical in- 
stitutions in railway accounting, administra- 
tion, or law, or experienced in railway 
accounting, who shall be commissioned 
by the Minister upon recommendation of 
the chairman. 

4.—Six associate members to be chosen from 
among the accounting officers of the 
principal railways by their respective direc- 
tors who shall be appointed by the Minister 
upon the recommendation of the chairman. 

5.—A_ secretarial staff who shai! be appointed 

by the chairman. 

6,—-Assistant members to be chosen partly by 
the railways and partly by the chairman, 
with the approval of the Minister. These 
assistant members must be educated or 
experienced in railway accounting. 

7.—The number cf the above-mentioned officers 
may be changed by the chairman with the 
approval of the Minister. 

V. Duties.— | 

1.—The chairman shall take general charge of 
the affairs of the Commission. The vice- 
chairman shall assist the chairman to 
execute the work of the Commission for 
which they shail be held responsible. 
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2,—The advisers shall give their opinions 
and suggestions upon questions brought 
before them by the chairman and the 
Commissioners, 

3.—The Commissioners shall assist the chairman 
in carrying out the work of the Commission, 

4.—The associate members shall render assist- 
ance to the Commission in the unification 
of railway accounts. They shall act as 
advisers on questions concerning their 
respective roads. 

5.—The secretarial staff shall take charge of 
the correspondence, telegrams, translations, 
accounts, etc. 

6,— The assistant members shall do the work of 
the Commission as directed by the chairman. 

~—The appointment and dismissal of the above 
mentioned officers shall be made according 
to contract and the regeiations of the 
Commission. Officers and members of the 
Ministry of Communications or of 


THE FUNERAL OF THE LATE 
DOWAGER EMPRESS 
LUNG YU 


On the morning of April 3, exactly a fort- 
night after the impressive National Memorial 
Services, the mortal remains of the late Lung 
Yu, Dowager Empress, lett Peking by train for 
their final resting place. The coffin is to be 
entombed at Hsi Ling, the Western Imperial 
Tombs, at Liangkachuang, which is connected 
with Peking by a branch line joining the Kin- 
Han Railway at Kaopeitien. Hsi Ling is the 
mausoleum of the late Emperor Kuang Hsu, 
and the late Empress Tzu Hs. 

The interesting feature to readers of the FAR 
EASTERN REVIEW is that this 1s the first time in 
the history of China that the remains of royalty 
have been conveyed by train to the Tombs, 

The funeral car was specially prepared for 
the occasion, an old third-class coach being 
deprived of one end to permit of the cofhn 
being wheeled in, and being repainted and 
decorated. It was handsome and effective for 
the purpose. One of the photographs published 
in this issue shows how the bier was wheeled 
into the car. 

The funeral procession was timed to leave 
the Palace at 7 a.m. and much earlier than that 
crowds of spectators lined both sides of the 
road trom the Palace to the Kin-Han Railway 
Station. 

The funeral procession did not emerge from 
the Tung Hua Gate of the Forbidden City 
until about 8 a.m. It was preceded by anumber 
of camels laden with tent-poles, tents, and other 
equipage. They were followed by fifty white 
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Government railways, who are transferred 
to serve on the Conimission, shall continue 
to receive their regular salary. They shall 
return to their respective posts in the 
Ministry or the railways when the Commis- 
sion is dissolved. | 

VI. Expenses.—The expenses of the Commis- 
sion shall be paid by the treasurer of the 
Ministrv of Communications according to 
the budget submitted by the Chairman and 
approved by the Minister. In case of any 
extraordinary expenditures not included in 
he estimates, the Chairman shall report 
such expenditures to the Minister, but the 
amount of such additional expenditures 
shall not exceed twenty-five per cent. of the 
original budget. 

VII. Detailed Regulations.—Detailed regula- 
tions governing the work of the Commission 
may be adopted from time to time by the 
Chairman, with the approval of the 


ponies, each led by a groom. 
Next came a train of followers 
attired in rainbow muslin with 
thick felt hats, from the centre 
of which yellow feathers pro- 
jected. They escorted three 
Peking carts with yellow wheels 
and bodies, and silk covers of 
the same colour. Behind them 
were the three sedan chairs, 
also of Imperial yellow. More 
attendants, carrving wooden 
halberds, and embroidered fans, 
banners and umbrellas, marche- 
ed immediately in front of 
vellow palanquins containing 
artificial flowers. These were 
escorted by Buddhist lamas in 
yellow robes crossed by crimson 
sashes, each carrying a. large 
stick of smouldering incense. 
They were succeeded by a troop 
of cavalry of the Imperial 
Guard, and a detachment of 
mounted constabulary. 

The bier was preceded on each 
side of the road by double hiles 
of infantry of the Third Divi- 
sion, in full marching order, 
with arms reversed. Between 
these troops were attendants 
who at every few steps flung 
handfuls of fictitious paper coin 
into the air. This continuous 
shower of paper discs heralded 
the approach of the bier itself, 
which was covered with gor- 
seous yellow silk, embroidered 
with phoenixes. It was carried . 
by eighty coolies and was of ~ 
such enormous weight that the 
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Minister, but they shall not be in conflict 
with the reguiations of the Commission. 
Vill. Term.—The term of the Commission 
shall be one year, beginning from the day 
on which the regulations are approved by 
the Minister. The term may be extended, 
if necessary, with the approval of the 
Minister, in which case an_ additional 

budget shall be made. 

IX. Report.—Besides reporting its progress to 
the Minister from time to time, the Com- 
mission shall make a formal, detailed report 
of its work with conclusions, suggestions 
and recommendations at the end of the 
term for enforcement, by the Ministry. 

X Revision.—The regulations of the Com- 
mission may be revised or modified, if 
necessary, upon recommendation of the 
Commission with the approval of the 
Minister, 
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bearers staggered under the burden, advancing 
only a few feet at a time. 


At the Kin-Han Railway Station, the coffin was 
transferred tc a specially prepared bier which 
was Placed on a low truck, and was pushed up 
an incline into the funeral car, the band mean- 
time playing Chopin’s funeral march. 

Officials representing every department of 
the Government, and strong detachments of 
troops, were assembied at the station. 

Among those who accompanied the ex- 
Empress’ remains were Generals Yin Chang 
and Feng Kue-chang, Mr. Chang Kuan-chien, 
Governor of Shuntien-fu; Princes Na Yen-tu 
and Tsai Yun; Mr. Chu Chi-chien, Minister of 
Posts and Communications; Mr, Yi Kung-cho, 
Director-General of Railways; Mr. ‘Tseng 
K uang-hsiang, Inspector-General of Railwavs: 
Mr. Kuan Mien-chun, Director of the Peking- 
Kalgan Railway, and several other officials 
specially deputed by the Ministry of Coimmuni- 
cations, 

The train steamed slowly out of the station 
just after noon, troops presenting arms and a 
military band playing a solemn dirge. 


Se 


It is reported from Santiago de Chile that 
a Japanese company has decided to erect two 
hsh-curing establishments in Chile, one in the 
north and the other in the south. The Chilean 
Government is affording special facilities to 
the company, which will introduce Japanese 
methods of fish-curing in Chile. 


April, 1913 
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THE BIG LOAN 





THE AGREEMENT SIGNED AT LAST 


Sometime after midnight on ‘April 27 the 
Reorganisation Loan of £25,000,000 was signed 
at Peking. Readers of the Far EASTERN 
REVIEW will recollect that in October 19/2, 
we published a survey of the negotiations up 
to that time, while in the February issue a 
summary of the Loan Agreement appeared. In 
March we published the full text of the 
Agreement and the subsidiary Agreements. 

The conditions remain the same in many 
respects, but, of course, the American Group 
withdrew from participation and the Powers 
interested are Great Britain, France, Germany, 
Russia, and Japan. The terms remain the same 
with the important modification that the rate 
of interest is fixed at five per centum, while 
China will receive 84 for the bonds. It will be 
remembered that under the original Agreement 
the intcrest was to be five and a half per 
centum and China was to secure a net price of 
not less than 901g for the entire loan. 

The Kuomintang Party warned the Bankers 
against signing the Agreement, declaring that 
unless the Agreement were approved by Parlia- 
ment it would be considered invalid. However, 
the Bankers replied that the Agreement was 
with China and that they could not take 
oficial cognizance of a protest from a political 
party. It is understood at the moment of 
writing that the Kuomintang 1s contemplating 
measures to render the protest effective. 

Some time prior to the signing of the 
Agreement, acting on good advice, the Chinese 


Government selected a number of foreigners’ 


for employment in the reorganisation of the 
Salt Gabcile, and these are acceptable to 
the Group. 

The Government has been successful in 
securing Sir Richard Morris Dane, of the Indian 
Civil Service, as Adviser to the Salt Administra- 
tion, 

Sir Kichard Dane has been Inspector-General 
of Excise and Salt for India since 1907. He 
entered the Indian Civil Service in 1872 and 
has held various iniportant posts, including that 
of Deputy Secretary to the Government of 
India in the Finance Department, and Com- 
missioner of North India Salt Revenue. 

As Advisers to the Audit Department the 
Government has appointed M. Konavaloff, a 
Russian, who is a Commissioner of Customs, 
and M, Padoux,aFrenchman. The former was 
the inspector-General’s Private Secretary in 
1900, and was Commissioner of Customs at 
Newchwang during the Russian occupation. 
He was the first Commissioner of Customs at 
Harbin, where he succecded in safeguarding 
Chinese interests while maintaining cordial 
relations with the Russian authorities. 

Other foreigners selected are as follow: 

A Japanese, Mr. Tei Nagasama, formerly 
Japanese Consul-General at Tientsin, where he 
made an elaborate study of the Changlo Salt 
Administration. He is a brother of the Chinese 
Secretary of the Japanese Legation in Peking. 

A German, Herr Mohr, has been appointed 
on the recommendation of the Deutsche 
Asiatische Bank. He has made a special study 
of salt administration in Shantung, where he 
will remain, 

A Danish subject, Mr. Gimbel, the well- 
known chemist and engineer, who will probably 
20 to the Lianghuai Administration. 

An Irishman. Mr. Cooper, a graduate of the 
School of Economics, London, and !atterly a 
Professor of Peking University. Mr. Cooper 
is an able accountant and is already attached 
to the Head Office of the Salt Inspectorate. 

An America, Mr, Palmer, a graduate of 
Cornell University, goes to Newchwang. 
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A Japanese industry in which improvement 
and standardisation are needed is the manu- 
facture of olive oi]. With this in view, the 
Department of Commerce and Agriculture has 
sanctioned a grant of Y.600 to the experimental 
farm in Kagawa prefecture for the purchase 
of up-to-date presses. 


THE FAR EASTERN REVIEW 


PUBLICATIONS 





THE CHINA YEAR Book 1913 


By H. G. W. Woodhead (Editor of the Peking 
Daily News) and H. T. Montague Bell, B.A. 
(formerly Editor of the North-China Dail 
News). Crown octavo, About 730 p.p. With 
a portrait of President Yuan Shih-kai and a 
production map of China. London: George 
Routlege & Co; New York: E. P. Dutton & Co. 

This is the second issue of the China Year 
Book. The first issue promised well, and the 
issue now at hand has fulfilled the promise 
remarkably well. The work of compilation for 
such a book is an extremely difficult one, for 
China hds not vet reduced statistics to a science, 
and what Mr. Woodhead—who is the active 
editor in China, Mr. Bell being in London—has 
accomplished in the direction of providing the 
most reliable data obtainable on all phases of 
interest in the Republic, is highly creditable. 

There is no book of reference published on 
Chinese matters which can approach the China 
Year Book for general completeness and use- 
fulness, and no one interested in China could 
be without a copy and claim to be in touch with 
the solid facts concerning the Republic, 
Certainly no library could afford to neglect to 
shelve the work, for it should be the readers’ 
vade mecumt. 

The first issue described China as it was on 
the eve of the Revolution, and this one brings 
it to date. The book has been almoast entirely 
rewritten for the 1913 edition, and expanded by 
about 250 pages. 

In addition to al] the features of the first 
edition—which have been thoroughly revised, 
and brought down to date—many additions 
have been made. 

The railway section has been considerably 
expanded. The Chapter on Finance, which 
occupies upwards of sixty pages, deals exhaust- 
ively with the finances of the Republic, the 
Imperial Budget for to12, the Salt Gabelle, 
China’s Foreign debts, and the Loan Negotia- 
tions in 1912. 

In the Chapter upon the Government the 
new Official Systems of every Ministry are 
given. | | 

Chapter XXI (Constitution Reform) contaims 
careful translations of the Election Laws of 
the Senate, House of Representatives, and Pro- 
vincial Assemblies, _ 

The treatment of Religions has been greatly 
extended, particularly as regards Buddhism, 
and the Lamaist system of Tibet. | 

Dr. Douglas Gray, of H.B.M’s Legation, has 
contributed a chapter upon Public Health, to 
which are appended the resolutions of the 
International Plague Conference, and detat!s 
of the North Manchurian Plague Prevention 
Service. 

Some seventy pages are devoted to a political 
survey of the first ten months qf 1912, all official 
documents of permanent value being quoted 
textually. 

An entirely new feature isa “Who's Who” 
of some three hundred prominent Chinese 
officials, though this can bear improvement. 

In the section devoted to “Greater China” 
recent developments in Mongolia and Tibet, are 
fully dealt with, and a complete list of Mongol 
Tribes, Banners and chieftains is given. 

Chapter XXVII “ Miscellaneous” contains 
directories of Foreign Legations and Consulates, 
and the Customs and Posts, the full text of 
the International Opium Convention of January 
1912, and an account of Political Societies and 
Parties in China. | 

An Index to some 4,000 subjects adds to the 
utility of the work for purposes of reference. 





Leiman Bros.—An attractive circular has 
been issued by Leiman Bros., of 62 John 
Street, New York, in reference to their vacuum 


pumps and vacuum cleaning outfits. The 


booklet is well illustrated and gives a large 
amount of valuable information in relation to 
Leiman Bros, manufactures, 

A E G Journal.—The January and February 
numbers of the A EG Journal issued by the 
Allgemeine Electricitaets Geselischaft contain 
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several articles of interest and a number of 
remarkably tine-illustrations. 

Scherzer Rolling Lift Bridges.—An ex- 
tremely attractive volume has been issued by 
the Scherzer Rolling Lift Bridge Co. to 
illustrate their moveable bridges. This is the 
second edition and is really a work of art. 
The i'lustrations are splendidly reproduced and 
a complete summing up is given of the reasons 
why the rolling lift bridge system: is a logical 
necessity to mect modern conditions. A notable 
section of the volume is that devoted to 
drawings showing views of the Scherzer 
Rolling Lift Bridges in operaticn or under 
construction. 

Mr. Albert H. Scherzer, President of the 
Scherzer Rolling Lift Bridge Co., has issued a 
thoughtful and valuable booklet entitled “ Great 
Money Energy for Individual and Public 
Welfare.” Weare sorry that we have not at the 
moment space to givean extended notice of Mr. 
Scherzer’s work which points out the immense 
waste that results from the failure adequately 
to contro] the water supply of the United 
States. The arguments adduced are interest- 
ing and substantial, and the booklet should 
certainly be widely read and considered. 

American Blower Company.—A splendidly 
got-up publication is the illustrated. sectional 
catalog No. 316 of the American Blower 
Company. This catalog relates to the “ABC” 
moist or dry kilns, and the information given 
iS most complete. Bulletin No. 352 of the 
“ABC” gives exhaustive information about 
the “ Detroit” steam traps. 

Trus-Con Products.—The second edition 
of the handbook on Trus-Con Products is a 
remarkable and interesting work. [It con- 
tains 98 pages fully describing the pro- 
ducts of the well-known Trus-Con faber- 
atories at Detroit, Mich. The value of the 
handbook is greatly increased by the excellent 
illustrations. . 

Handbook for China.—An excellent hand- 
book for China by Carl Crow has been issued 
by the Hwa-Mei book concern. This work is 
intended particularly for the newcomer to 
China, but will also be found eminently 
serviceable by residents. Descriptions of 
various parts of China are given with informa- 
tion as to hotels, routes and fares. There are 
several pians of cities in China and numerous 
interesting illustrations. 

Chosen Railway.—The Chosen branch of 
the Japan Tourist Bureau has issued an attrac- 
tive leafiet containing information in regard to 
the Korean Railways. A timetable is included. 

South Manchuria Railway.—An interest- 
ing history of the development of the South 
Manchuria Railway since its inception in 1906 
has been published. It is fully illustrated and 
contains much valuable information about this 
progressive line. 

Chicago Pneumatic Tool Company.— 
Bulletin No. 124 issued by the Chicago 
Pneumatic Tool Company deals particularly 
with pneumatic riveting, chipping, calking and 
stone hammers. The booklet is excellently 
produced and well illustrated. 


Mr. R. J. Ward, known in Japan as Omori 
Ward, who went to England to live in retire- 
ment after a forty-two years’ residence in the 
Far East, has died at the aye of 65, Mr. Ward, 
arrived in Japan in June 1871, entered the 
service of the Imperial Government Railway 
Department and was closely connected with the 
railway development of the country. Wath the 
exception of a short trip to Shanghai he only 
left Japan once during his forty-two years’ 
residence; 





The contract for the engagement of Mr. A. 
W. U. Pope, General Manager of the Shanghai- 
Nanking Railway, says the Peking Daily News, 
has expired, and owing to the meritorious 
services rendered by him the Director, Mr. 
Chung Wen-yao, has recommended to the 
Ministry of Communications the continuance 
of the contract for one year. 





Sir Robert Bredon left Peking on April 15 
for a brief holiday in Europe, 
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The Bethlehem Steel Company was originally 
founded in under the name of the 
Saucona Iron Comoany, and it at first confined 
its energies entirely to the manufacture of 
iron. In 1859 the title of the company 
was changed to “The Bethlehem Rolling 
Mills and Iron Company,” this name being 
shortened in 1861 to “The Bethlehem Iron 
Company.” It was not till 1899 that “The 
Bethlehem Steel Company” was incorporated. 
Since that time its scope has been much 
widened, and the works have been considerably 
increased im size—more than doubled, in 
tact—department after department 
haying been added. The company 
has also acquired controlling in- 
terests in anumber of other under- 
takings, including shipyards, iron 
mines, wagon works, &c. It is 
hence in an exceedingly strong 
position and is the only corporation 
in the United States which is able 
to supply the whole armament 
equipment. and armour for a 
modern battleship. 

The works at South Bethlehem 
are claimed to form the most 
complete individual plant in the 
United States for the manufacture 
of every kind of steel. The equip- a 
ment comprises blast furnaces, pig “4s 
casting machines, coke ovens, and se 
ali the other requisite arrangements 
for the conversion of raw matcrial 
into steel castings, forgings, and 
rolled sections. The works cover 
a tract of land 2} miles long by 
an average width of half a mile. 
In normal times employment is 
found for from 12,000 to 15,000 
hands. 

The blast furnace store-yard has 
a storage capacity of 1,000,000 
tons of coal, coke, ore, &c. There 
are six blast furnaces which are 
ooft. high, with a 22ft. bosh and an 
11ft. O6in. hearth. Working in 
conjunction withthem are Siemens- 
Cooper-Cochrane, or McClure 
stoves, Iooft. high. The company 
built its own blowing engines. They 
are of the internal combustion type, 
and use blast furnace gas. There are 
two pig casting machines. The 
machines are of different capacities. the tirst 
can turn out 1,000 tons a day, and has 180 
moulds for 125 Jb. pigs. The other machine 
has an output of 1,800 tons per day, and is 
provided with 278 moulds for 125 lb. pigs. The 
company produces a grade of iron known as 
“high-phosphorus Bethlehem machine-cast pig 
iron, as well as Jow-phosphorus Bessemer and 
basic, and has turned out some large castings, 
among which tnay be mentioned a tunnel elbow 
for the Canadian Electric Power Company, 
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which weighed 56 tons, and steam cylinder 
castings up to 50 tons. 

There are two store-yards for the open- 
hearth furnaces. One of these is 950ft. long 
by &7ft. wide. It is served by three electric 
overhead travelling cranes of 20 and 60 tons 
capacity respectively. The other yard is 7ooft. 
long by 84ft. wide, and is provided with two 
10-ton overhead electric travelling cranes. 
The materials are delivered to the charging 
HHoors of the furnaces by narrow-gauge rail- 
ways. One of the charging floors is 477ft. 
long by 28ft. wide, and the other is Sgoft. long 
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by 50ft. wide. The furnaces in plant No. 1 
include the following:—Two 1to-ton _ basic 
furnaces; five 40-ton basic furnaces: two 50-ton 
Lasic furnaces: one 40-ton acid furnace. These 
are fed by electric charging machines, and 
have Siemens gas producers. The length of 
Hoor occupied by the furnaces is 623ft. In 
plant No. 2 there are ten 50-ton furnaces, 


with their producers. and the length of floor 
occupied is Sooft. 
conjunction 


These 


hot 


furnaces work in 


with a mixer, the latter 
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BETHLEHEM STEEL CO.’S GUN FINISHING 
SHOWN IN FRONI OF THE PIIOTOGRAPH IS OF THE 
5I CALIBER RAPID FIRE GUN ON A NAVAL 


April, 1913 


being in direct connection with the blast 
furnaces. 

The five 30-ton basic furnaces in No. 1 plant 
combined to produce what is certainly among 
the largest steel castings ever made. It was 
part Of a 12,000-ton capacity armour-plate 
press which was built by the Bethlehem Com- 
pany tor the Carnegie Steel Company of 
Pittsburg. The weight of the casting was 145 
tons. In addition to ordinary mild steel 
castings, large quantities of alloy steel castings 
are made, such as the nickel steel frames for 
locomotives. For a company turning out 
such heavy pieces as have been 
mentioned special transporting 
plant is necessary, and one of 
the firm’s railway wagons has no 
fewer than 32 wheels and weighs 
8> tons. This wagon was designed 
and built by the Carnegie Company. 

Mor the tubes and jackets of guns 
nickel steel is largely employed, 
and the ingots, whilst still molten 
are subjected to heavy compression 
in hydraulic presses. In addition 
to nickel steel, the company uses 
the following metals for making 
alloys for various purposes— 
chromium, vanadium, tungsten, 
and titanium, About 100 tons of 
crucible alloy steels are made per 
week, 

The forging plant comprises a 
number of hydraulic presses, 
among these being two of 2,500 
tons and 5,099 tons capacity re- 
spectively. The latter is capable 
of handling the large forgings 
necessary for big guns, turbine 
drums, and shafting, as well as 
large crank shafts for stationary 
and marine engines. 

Of recent vears the tendency 
has shown itself for some American 
armour-plate manufacturers to 
forge armour-plates under hyd- 
raulic presses instead of rolling 
them in heavy milis. The Bethle- 
hem Company was, we believe, the 
frst to apply forging for this ptr- 
pose, and we understand that it 
has found no cause to regret having 
done so. Those firms which still go 
on rolling plates claim that they 
are superior to those forged in presses, and the 
advocates of forging are not slow to say that 
their products are better than those produced 
in mills. As both types of plates readily pass 
the standard tests, it would be difficult to say 
which, if either, is the better method of manu- 
facture. It is significant, however, that whereas 
the Carnegie Company used to roll its heavy 
plates, it now forges them. The advocates of 
the forge urge that as a rolled plate has con- 
cave edges, it shows that the centre has not 
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received as much “work” as the 
front and back, and point out that, 
on the other hand, a forged plate 
has convex edges. They contend, 
too, that in ordinary engineering 
circles it is admitted that a rolled 
bar is inferior to a hammered 
bar, which, in turn, 1s inferior to 
a bar forged under a hydraulic 
press. 


Another large press owned by 
the company is of 14,000 tons 
capacity. It has two rams, each 
of 504gin. diameter. To facilitate 
the handling of the plate during 
forging there are longitudinal and 
transverse carriages at the base of 
the press, and these carriages are 
hydraulically controlled. The press 
is served by two hydraulic cranes, 
each of 200 tons capacity. This 
large lifting capacity 1s necessary 
so as to handle the heavy plates and 
the enormous porter bars required 
for their manipulation. The work- 
ing pressure is about 34% tons on 
the square inch, and the neceés= 
sary pressure water is provided 
by a 15,000 horse-power pumping 
engine. This engine has three 
vertical steam cylinders and three horizontal 
pumps. The p'ping which connects the pump 
cylinders to the press is of hollow-forged nickel 
steel. For bending armour plate a 7,00c-ton 
press is used. This is served by two 75-ton 
hydraulic cranes and by direct- fired furnaces 
with movable car bottoms. This is electrically 
driven. 
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The armour plate machinery shop is well 
equipped with the special large machines which 
are necessary for finishing the plates, these 
including planers, saws. drills, and grinders. 
The machines are of both the fixed and por- 
table types. In this shop the side armour for 
ships is machined and fitted, and turret armour 
built up. The Company also manufactures 
special armoured vaults for banks. 
safe deposit companies, governs 
ment, and other offices, &c. Some- 
times the weight of armour in one 
of these vaults amounts to as much 
as 1,200 tons. 

The Bethlehem Company manu- 
factures all calibres of guns from 
three pounders up to the new r4in. 
naval gun. The largest calibre up 
to the present prod uced at the 
works was an 18in. gun for firing 
Gathmann torpedoes, but the fini- 
shed weight of this gun is not so 
high as that of the new naval gun, 
The Company follows what is 
practically the standard outside 
Great Britain and prefers the all- 
steel built-up guns to the wire- 
wound variety. The maximum 
gas pressures, however, exceed 
those allowable in Great Britain. 
It is claimed that the lives of Ameri- 
can guns during the past few years 
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12 IN. GUN ON DISAPPEARING MOUNTING. 


have been longer than those of English guns, 


but this is no doubt duc not so much to any 


inkerent defect in the gun as to the fact that 
the American powder contains 
glycerine while the British does. To the 
onlooker it must be somewhat amusing to note 
the horror that the British expert has for a 
pure nitro- cellulose powder. Itis only equalled 
by the astonishment of 
American ballisticians at 
anyone using a propellant 
powder largely composed 
of nitro-glycerine. Both 
parties seem perfectly 
happy in their respective 
choices, and so farascan 
be judged one powder 
seems as safe as the 
other, for accidents in 
the two countries which 
are due to the powder 
are very nearly ton- 
existent, 


The machine shops at 
these works have a total 
area of half a mullion 
square feet, the largest 
individual shop measuring 
1,466 ft. long by 117 ft. 
wide. The central bay 
of this shop, which is 60 
ft. wide, is served by ten 
overhead traveiling cranes with 
ranging up to 75 tons. 

Like all other firms which manufacture 
ordnance the Bethlehem Stee! Company has its 
own type of breech mechanism for the larger 
calibre guns as well as semi-automatic and full- 
automatic mechanism for secondary armament 
ouns. 


capacities 


no  nitro- 
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=. | For proving guns and testing 
=~ | armour plate the Bethlehem Com- 


pany has a proving ground at a 
place named Redington, which is 
conveniently situated at a distance 
of only five miles from the works, 
and is connected with the latter 
by a private railway line. 


Every description of gun mount- 
ing is manafactured at the Bethle- 
hem works, including light and 
heavy naval mountings, coast de- 
fence and garrison mountings, and 
mountings for mountain, horse, 
and field guns, and for howitzers. 
In its smaller mountings the com- 
pany has a simple and interesting 
& =|: method of operating the elevating 
| | and training gears. It consists in 
| employing two hand wheels, one 
+. { at either end of a short horizontal 

~~. 4 shaft. The handles on these 
-—_.* | whecls are arranged at 180 degrees 

~>— 4 apart, so that a very even turning 
= 3| Movement may be exerted. One 
-— 1 of the handles carries a firing 
-=| trigger, and we are informed that 
exhaustive tests have shown that 
there 1s an. astonishing  in= 
crease in the accuracy of fire 
when this device is employed, the accuracy 
increasing during the latter part of the trials. 
This, it is pointed out, is only what might be 
expected as a gun layer using only one hand 


will get fatigued more quickly than if he were 


to use two hands, and a man, even when 
fatigued, can make much better practice tf he 
can use two hands. It is claimed that this 


feature is of all the more importance now-a- 
days when naval gun layers are being trained 
to keep sights continuously on a moving target 
for periods which only a few years ago were 
considered to be absolutely ‘mpossible. 

In some of its pedesta! mountings the 
company hts a small two-speed gear-box, so 
that two-speeds of elevating and training can be 
obtained. These gears are changed 
by small treadles on the platforms 
for the elevating and training mem- 
bers of the gun’s crew. Whilst 
this may be considered a totally 
unnecessary refinement with 2 4in. 
gun mounting it has proved a great 
convenience on large pedestal 
mountings for 6in. and 7in. guns. 

The company designs and manu-= 
factures all types of turret mount- 
ings for guns of heavy calibre, 
and, while, it is credited with 
having strong views of its own as 
to the most suitable methods of 
working and control, does not 
appear to force its ideas on intend- 





GATHMANN TORPEDO GUN, 


ing purchasers, as is evidenced by 
the fact that it supplies hydrauli- 
cally and electrically operated 
mountings, while at time of 
writing, some operating machinery, 
which is actuated partly hydrauli- 
cally and partly electrically is 
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passing through the works. The Bethlehem 
Company itself uses principally the Manly 
hydraulic power transmission machine. 

The company possesses a fine plant for the 
manufacture of rails, and is busily engaged in 
producing nickel steel and other alloy steel 
rails. The output of this department amounts 
to some 1,000 tons per day. The United States 
being the home of the “skyscraper,” it 1s not 
surprising to find that the company has devoted 
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LARGE SCHERZER ROLLING 
LIFT BRIDGE FOR 
ENGLAND 





One of the principal bridge building contracts 
of last year was placed by the Great Central 
Railway of England with Sir William 
Arrol & Company, Limited, of Glasgow, 
Scotland, for the construction of a large new 
railway and highway Scherzer Rolling Lift 
Bridge and approaches across the River Trent 
at Keadby, in Lincoln, England. The require- 
ments of navigation at this point on the River 
Trent, just above where it enters into the 
River ‘Humber, are quite severe and necessitated 
the most careful consideration in selection of 
the type of draw span, and the Engineers of 
the Railway Company visited all of the 
important modern movable bridges in Great 
Britain and America before deciding upon the 
Scherzer type as best fulfilling the requirements 
of navigation and the very heavy trafhe over 
the bridge. 

The structure will be composed of two fixed 
approach spans in addition to the bascule span 
and the track girder span upon which the 
moving leaf rolls in its operation, on the well 
known simple Scherzer principle. The total 
length of steel work will be nearly 500 feet. 
Each span wil! have three trusses. the center 
truss dividing the railway and roadway portions 
of the bridge deck. The railway section will 
have a width of 29 feet and the roadway 24 
feet center to center of trusses. | 

The moveable span of this bridge is of the 
Scherzer single leaf through type and as it will 
have a movable length ot 160 feet and an 
extreme width of nearly 60 feet it will be one 
of the largest bascule bridges in the world. 
The machinery and power equipment designed 
for opening and closing the bridge in one 
minute is very simple and effective for so large 
and heavy a structure. The power will be 
electricity generated in a machinery house 
alongside the bridge and this current will 
actuate the motors which are placed on the 
rear end of the movable leaf. These motors 
are geared to the main operating shafts which 
drive pinions engaging with racks on indepen- 
dent fixed supports outside of the pJane of the 

movable bridge trusses. This method of 
operation is one of the special features of the 
latest design of Scherzer Rolling Lift Bridges, 
and reduces the machinery and power required 
to a minimum even in the largest and heaviest 
Structures. 

The substructure will consist of steel 
Caissons carried to about 50 feet below the low 
water of ordinary spring tides and the masonry 
piers carrying the superstructure will be founded 
upon these calssons. 

The entire bridge is designed in accordance 
with the latest practice in both foundations and 
steel structures to carry the heaviest main line 
trafic of the Great Central Railway between 
Doncaster. Grimsby and the large modern 
{mmingham Docks on the Humber River. 

Sir William Arrol & Company, Limited will 
execute the work under the supervision of Mr. 
J. B. Ball, Engineer-in-Chief of the Great 
Central Railway. Company, by whom the 
foundation and approach spans were designed. 


The Scherzer Rolling Lift Bridge Company, 


Chicago, Mr. Albert H. Scherzer, President 
and Chief Engineer, designed the superstructure, 
operating machiney and power equipment of 
the bascule span, and wil] maintain a general 
consulting engineering supervision over the 
manufacture and erection of that portion of 
the work in cooperation with Mr. Ball’s staff. 
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a considerable amount of its energy to produc- 
ing steel sections of beams and columns for 
structural purposes. As the ordinary girder 
has a somewhat uncertain strength, and as the 
unit strengths of test pieces vary considerably 
in specimens out from the webs and flanges, 
which in the old horizontal ralls receive very 
varying amounts of “work” during reductica 
from the ingot, the company installed Grey 


THE BANK OF CHINA 


—_—E 





The Associate General of the Pank of China, 
Mr. Nih Chi-wei, has now taken up his duties. 
He is helping Director-General Sun, in carrying 
on investigations regarding the conditions of 
the various ports, and as soon as they have 
gathered sufficient data they will decide upon 
the ports at which Branches will be established. 
When their proposal has received the approval 
of the Ministry of Finance, sufficient funds 
will be appropriated and remitted to the selected 
ports to open these branches. 

It 1s stated that the Bank will be conducted 
on similar lines to those followed by Western 
State Banks and has with this obiect, secured 
the collaboration of Foreign Experts. Foreign 
Accountants are also engaged and will be sent 
to the different Branches. Mr. W. H. Plant, of 
the International Bank at Peking was selected 
as chief accountant. He has been “loaned” 
the Szechuan section of the Hukuang lines 
inaugurate a system of accounts. 





———_—— 


PUKOW PORT COMMISSION 





The Director-General of the Pukow Port 
Opening Commission, wired the Chinese 
Government recently that the duties con- 
nected with the port-opening were extremely 
heavy, and he feared that he would not be able 
to achieve great success unless he was helped 
by some energetic person. He requested that 
General Hsu Kuo-ching be appointed Co-Direc- 
tor to co-operate with him, so that the work 
may be speedily carried out. 

It will be remembered that General Hsu Ko- 
ching was the commander-in-chief of the allied 
forces which captured Nanking during the 
revolution. 


CHEFOO BREAKWATER 





So much has been said in recent years 
regarding the Chefoo Breakwater that it will 
be satisfactory to people who are interested, to 
learn that there is a probability of a speedy 
termination of the preliminaries to the establish- 
ment of a Commission to carry out the scheme. 

In i910 the Chinese Government miade 
certain proposals to the Diplomatic Body with 
regard to the building of a breakwater and the 
establishment of a port at Chefoo, The 
merchants of Chefoo agreed to the levying of 
special] wharfage and port dues to be utilised 
for the purpose, but two years were spent in 
getting the foreign governments to agree upon 
a definite jine of procedure, 

Last autumn the foreign governments gave 
their consent to the scheme of taxation, and 
thev asked the Chinese Government if they 
would contribute. The Chinese Government 
replied by stating that they would contribute 
Tls. 10,000 per year. 

As such a work could not be carried out 
satisfactorily except by a Commission, the 
Diplomatic Body proposed an Executive Com- 
mission of five men, two Chinese Officials, two 
foreign officials, and the Commissioner of the 
Customs at Chefoo. ~ Negotiations ensued be- 
tween the: Diplomatic Body and -the Chinese 
Governnient as. to the conditions’ under which 
the Commission should function. An agreement 
has now been reached ‘betweenithe Diplomatic 
Body and the Chinese Officials upon the subject 
of the Commission and notes are now being 
exchanged. 
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mills, employing both vertical and horizontal 
rolls, so that both flanges and web might receive 
the same amount of “work.” In these mills the 
relative thickness of flanges and web can be 
altered at will. 

In addition to its other manufacture the 
company makes large blast furnace gas engines, 
and specially heavy machine tools, hydraulic 
presses, &c. —Engineering. 


The Chinese Government have indicated their 
proposals to the Diplomatic Body, and they 
have been accepted. The first function of the 
Commission wil] be to start levying the dues to 
provide the funds to secure expert advice as to 
the best method of constructing the port, At 
present, there are no plans and the experts will 
have a clean field in which to operate. When 
they have completed their designs, they will 
be forwarded to Peking for approval of the 
Chinese Government and the Diplomatic Body, 


——— 
————— 


OIL 





——— 





Oil Drilling Methods in Japan.—I!n con- 
nection with the visit of Japanese oilmen to 
the fields of California for the purpose of 
learning how to bring Japanese methods up to 
date, an order has been placed with a supply 
company in California for no less than £160,000 
worth of plant for the Japanese oilfields, says 
an exchange. 

The purchase was made on behalf of the 
Nippon Oi] Company by Mr. K. Ito, who had 
made a tour of the California fields, in company 
with two engineers of the company. It 1s not 
the first purchase the latter has made in 
California, and about I2 months agu four 
experienced California drillers were engaged, 
and have not yet returned, 

Japan produces about 220,000 tons of oi] per 
annum, though recent years have shown a 
fluctuating production: and it is in the 
endeavc ir to stay the decline that the Japanese 
deputation visited California. 


CEMENT 





Cement Works in Japan.—The extension 
works contemplated by various Cement Com- 
panies during last year are to be totally or 
partly completed this year. The new revolving 
cauldrons fitted up by the Osaka Cement, 
Hokkaido Cement and Iwaki Cement com- 
panies will be in working order by the middle 
of next month and by May respectively. 
Under the new conditions, Japan’s manu- 
facture of cement in the near future ts expect- 
ed to exceed 3,000,000 barrels per annum, 
However, the demand for export is yet very 
small, while the domestic demands such as for 
hydro- electric and tramway works, which were 
once booming, are now at an end, and the 
prospective demands are limited. With little 
prospect of the demand increasing, the market 
price of cement has dropped lately, It is a 
pending question amongst the different com- 
panies whether the total output can be con- 
sumed in the Empire alone in the event of 
the manufacture of three million barrels per 
annum, It is comparatively difficult for cement 
works freely to increase or decrease the 
manufacture according to the market con- 
dition, 








When the Japanese Navy is put oft with only 
a small percentage of its demands, railway 
development under the State can hardly be 
expected to receive the attention or the funds 
that those directly interested in it would wish 
for; so it is. not surprising to learn that the 
Japanese railway authorities have been com- 
pelled' to relegate their Y,130,000,000 project 
for extensions and improvements to the limbo 
of good intentions, It is now reported that all 
idea of extension and improvement is hung up 
definitely for two years. No such definite 
postponements seem to be forthcoming regard- 
ing the Army Division schemes.—Japan 
Chronicle. . 
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PROJECTED RAILWAYS IN 
NORTHERN KIANGSUVU 

News from Chinese sources indicates that an 
unusual amount of activity is being displayed in 
regard to the building of projected ratlways in 
Northern Kiangsu. It is stated that arrange- 
ments have been made to build the Tsingkiang- 
pu~Hwaian-fu section of what is called the 
“ Kiangsu Railway” at once, all necessary iand 
haying been secured, and a foreign engineer 
having been engaged to take charge of the 
work. 

What is precisely meant by the general term 
“Kiangsu Railway” has been doubtful for the 
past few years. 


EARLY SCHEMES 


One of the earliest schemes was the Kwa- 
chow-Tsingkiang-pu line, plans for which were 
mooted over some five years ago, when work 
was started on the Shanghai-Sungkiang line. 

It was understood at the time that the 
Kiangsu Railway Company would build the 
Kwachow-Tsingkiang-pu Railway soon aiter 
the completion of the Shanghai-Sungkiang 
section, But after further deliberation, it was 
proposed to change the route to make 't the 
Tsingkiangpu-Tungchow line, as Tungchow 1s 
considered a more important town than either 
Kwachow or Yangchow. 

This new proposal has had the approval of 
the majority of the Kiangsu people, although 
strong objections were raised by the merchants 
in the immediate vicinity of the old route. 
Especially vehement were the protestations of 
the Yangchow and Chinkiang merchants. They 
contend that on account of inadequate means 
of communication their trade is suffering 
seriously, and that they must have this railway 
to relicve the situation. It has been pointed 
out to them that the o!d route would have been 
an excellent one had it not been parallel to the 
Grand Canal, but since it is so, there would be 
keen competition by water-borne trafhe. The 
income the line would get after its completion 
would not be very large and, therefore, it 
would not be a profitable investment; instead, 
it would be a burden on the community and 
thus defeat its own purpose. But the case 
with the new route is different. It goes to 
Tungchow, which is in a south-easterly direc- 
tron. and it passes several important cities. So 
it has been decided that the * Kiangsu Kailway” 
is to be the Tsingkiang-pu-Tungchow line. 

It will be remembered that the Tientsin- 
Pukow Rai:way was originally designed to 
connect with Chinkiang, but in these early 
times the Northern Kiangsu merchants did not 
realize what huge benefits a railway would give 
them, so, when it was ultimately decided that 
instead of running to Chinkiang the line was 
to go to Pukow, there was very little opposition 
exhibited on the part of the Northern Niangsu 
people. But now the rising prosperity of the 
districts where that Tientsin-Pukow I:ne passes 
has demonstrated to them clearly the enormous 
value of railways. They have become aware 
of the fact that Nanking is getting a great 
volume of trafic which would have been theirs, 
and they are deploring their short-sightedness. 
The desire to make up their loss explains their 
enthusiasm at present in discussing railway 
schemes. 

Some New PLANS 


[It is reported that recently the Chinkiang 
and Yangchow merchants had a discussion 
about railway projects and are determined 
to have a railway of their own. Their plan 
was to build a line from Liuhaockow, opposite 
Chinkiang, to Siennumiao, the famous rice 
market. 

They are reported to have raised enough 
funds to carry out this project, and the work 
on this line will soon begin, This short rail- 
way will be ultimately extended to Shaopo, to 
effect a junction with the Tsingkiang-pu-Tung- 
chow Railway. 
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There is another projected railway crossing 
Northern Kiangsu which is of far greater 
magnitude and importance. It is the railway 
which w:ll connect Kaifeng with some seaport. 
Originally it was intended to have a port at 
Haichow. The line would from there run 
through Hsuchow-fu, of Kiangsu and Kaifeng, 
of Honan. 

This is the first section of the so-called 
“Belgian” line, or the Lanchow Railway, 
destined to be one of the longest trunk lines in 
China. 

At Hsuchow-fu, it will effect a junction with 
the Tientsin-Pukow Railway, and at Kaifeng, 
with the Peking-Hankow Railway, thus making 
Northern Kiangsu accessible to the interior 
previnces. The economical advantages to 
Northern Kiangsu in this respect cannot be 
over-estimated, because with efhcient means 
of communication, great developments will 
take place, and the familiar expression 
“noverty-stricken Kiangpeh” will soon cease 
to be true. 

The Department of Industry has decided 
to open up Haichow as a trading port. The 
site for the port has been selected at a place 
called Sinpu. The Industrial Department has 
written to the Communications Department 
inquiring whether the trunk line from Hsian-fu 
will run to Haichow as originally designed or 
will there be any change from this route, so 
that they may formulate plans accordingly. 
They also request that a day be appointed to 
hold a conference regarding this matter. 


THREE PROJECTED LINES 

There are at present three projected railways 
in Northern Kiangsu, including the short line 
from Liuhaokow to Siennumiao. This short 
line will bring Yangchow and Siennumiao into 
close touch with Tungchow in the east and 
Tsingkiang-pu in the north. It will also 
enable the northern cities to get into quick 
communication with southern cities through 
Chinkiang, which is on the Shanghai-Nanking 
Railway. | 

The Tsingkiang-pu-Tungchow line will pass 
through the following cities: Tsingkiang-pu, 
Hwaian-fu, Paoying, Kaoyu, Shaopo, Taichow- 
ku, Rukao and Tungchow. On the completion 
of the Tungchow line, an extension may be 
iiade to Haimenting. 

Haichow, Hwaian-fu. Yangchow, and Hai- 
menting are salt manufacturing centres, and 
there is no doubt that these projected railways 
will have an important bearing on the salt 
transportation problem. The railway will give 
rapid transit, regular and efficient service and 
cheaper freight, and the Government will reap 
great financial benefits by it. 

Tungchow is on the bank of the Yangtse 
River and is an important industrial town. It 
has cotton, silk-spinning and weaving factories, 
and hean-oil mills. It produces bean-oil, calico, 
native cloth, and flour, and it also carries on a 
thriving fishing trade. It possesses a good 
harbor named Tien-Sun-kong, and is a port of 
call by river steamers. 


A great amount of rice, wheat, bean, salt and 
cotton from the northern towns are sent to 
Tungchow for export. 


The ordinary means of transportation are by 
carts and junks, which process is slow and 
irksome, and the demand for a railway is 
growing more emphatic. One of the warmest 
espousers of the cause is Mr. Chang Chien, 
who took money out of his own purse and sent 
out several engineers to survey and map out 
the route from Tien-Sun-kong at Tungchow to 
Tsingkiang-pu, passing through Rukao, Tai- 
chowku, Kaoyu, ete. After several months’ 
work, the survey was completed. 

It was at this juncture that Chinkiang and 
Yangchow merchants started a hot dispute 
over the scheme, but that had no deterring 
effect upon Mr. Chang Chien, and he forthwith 
made arrangements to procure the necessary 
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funds. He first tried to induce the Chinese 
merchants to invest in the enterprise. but met 
with no success. Then he turnedto the French. 
merchants, represented by Baron Cottu, 
and, it is reported, floated a loan of 4,500,000 
francs at 44% annual interesi, with 5% discount, 
repayments to be made within thirty years. 


Mr. Chang Chien has recently been in Shang- 
hai concluding the negotiations, and as soon as 
the first advance is made, the work on the 
railway will be started. 


With the opening up of Northern Kiangsu 
by a network of railways, industry ard com- 
merce will at once be given a fresh impetus, and 
the land will soon thrive. To complete the 
transformation, an adequate reclamation scheme 
must be carried out, especially in what has 
been termed the “ famine district ”—the lowland 
courtry surrounding Tsingkiang-pu. 


THE KAIFENG-HatIcHow SECTION 


The Kaifeng-Haichow line is of great im- 
portance, as it will traverse « wide area, pass 
through two provinces, extending itself to 
Lanchow, capital of Kansu, on the one hand 
and join with the Tientsin-Fukow Railway and 
the Peking-Hankow Railway, on the other. 
Another probable aspect of this line is that-it 
will make the present unimportant Haichow 
into a useful seaport, and thus connect the, 
spc with the ocean routes by a straight 
ine. , 

The value of Haichow as a terminus is much 
enhanced by its favorable situation. It is near : 
the boundary line of Kiangsu and Shantung, 
and it is very near to Tsingtao. It is also 
within a compartively short distance of Nage-— 
saki. By developing Haichow China can have 
a port of her own at an important point on the 
coast. 

The Kaifeng-Haichow Railway as it wil 
affect Kiangsu, may be conveniently divided 
into two sections: the Kaifeng-Hsuchow-fu 
section, and the Hsuchow-fu-Haichow section. 
The probabie points of contact on the Kaifeng- 
Hsuchow-fu section are Chenliu, Chihhsien, 
Suichow, Ningling, Kueiteh-fu and Tongshang. 


From Hsuchow-fu to Haichow, there are 
three routes: (1) from Hsuchow-fu to Hai- 
chow, via Pechow, which is in a straight line: 
(2) by following the old Yellow River to 
Sutsien, and then to Haichow, which is in the 
shape of a curved line; (3) by goimeg south- 
east to Sutsien and then northward to Haichow, 
which resembles the two legs of 2 right-angled 
triangle. The straight route calls for less 
expense, but from the economic view, the route 
via Sutsien and Tsingkiang-pu would be most 
advantageous to the development of Northern 
Kiangsu, and is therefore the best route. 


A rough estimate of the expenditure in build- 
ing the line has been prepared by an engineer 
and is as follows:—From Kaifeng to Hsuchow- 
fu, 500 ji, wil! cost about Tis. 7,000,000; from 
Hsuchow-fu to Tsingkiang-pu, 340 Jj, wil! cost 
about Tls. 4,000,000 ; from Tsingkiang-pu to Hai- 
chow, 240 /:, will cost about Tls. 3,006,000, and an 
extension from Haichow to the beach, reclama- 
tion and pori-building, about Tls. 3.000.000. In 
all, it will cost approximately Tls. 17,000,000. 


Northern Kiangsu has. been visited by several 
famines during the past few vears, and the 
country has been greatly impoverished. One 
of the immediate advantages this railway will 
give is that it will afford substantial relicf to 
the famine-stricken people by giving them work. 
It will not only help them to tide over the 
construction period. It will also enable them 
to find means of living. After the completion 
of the railway traffic will grow, the town will 
flourish and demand for labor will increase. 


THE TSINGKIANGPU=HAICHOW SECTION 


It will be interesting to note that a short 
section at Tsingkiang-pu has been actually 
completed, It runs from Tsingkiang-pu north- 
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ward to Yangchwang, and the work was super- 
vised by a Chinese engineer, Mr. Tu. This 
section covers a distance of about Io miles, and 
a bridge was built across the old Hwangho, a 
little way north of Tsingkiang-pu. 


The Loan Agreement between the Chinese 
Department of Communications and the Belgian 
Railway and Tramway Company for the build- 
ing of the ‘Kansu-Shensi-Honan-Seacoast 
Railway” was signed on September 24, I912. 
It is significant to note that the last name is in 
the general term “ sea-coast,” for it is not yet 
decided whether the Terminus will be at Hai- 
chow or not. It is stated in the Agreement 
that the eastern terminus may be set at any 
town north of the Yangtse River, and there is 
talk now going on to make Haimenting the 
eastern terminus. But Haichow, nevertheless 
claims attention. There are, it is claimed, 
advantages in Haichow to warrant its being 
made into a terminus of a long trunk line. 

The Liang-Hwai Salt Commissioner went to 
Peking a short time ago to confer with the 
Finance Minister on the subject of this line, He 
urged that the Tsingkiang-pu-Haichow section be 
built as soon as possible, declaring that a great 
saving would be effected in salt transportation 
tees. He stated that at present, the salt freight 
per year was Tls. 800,000. Railway transpor- 
tation would reduce it to Tls. 400,000, and with 
other merchandise, the line would be of great 
profit to the Government. 

Mr. Tu, engineer for the northern lines of 
the Kiangsu Railway Company, made a survey 
of the section from Tsingkiang-pu to Haichow, 
and we give below a translation of his report: 


PHYSICAL CONDITIONS 


1. From Tsingkiang-pu to Nan Liu Tang-ho, 
is 104/i. The land is generally level; there are 
neither high elevations nor broad waterways. 
The earthwork and bridge work will not be 
costly. 

2. Irom Nan Liu Tang-ho to Pe Liu Tang- 
ho is 34 li. The land is a little lower, and 
during the flood season of 1806, the water was 
3 ft. above the ground. The earthwork should 
therefore be at least 7 ft. On the average, 
3,000 fongs (one fong=10 sq. ft.) of earth- 
work per /: will be required. 

3. From Pe Liu Tang-ho to Tukow-ho, is 
18 li. This route is protected by a dyke, and 
there is no danger of a flood. The earthwork 
and bridge work wiil not be costly. 

4. From Tukow-ho to Tayisan, is 20 Ji, 
The water rose to five feet above the ground 
during the flood of 1896. The earth work 
should be eight feet high and four feet wider 
than the ordinary width. Stone protection 
should be provided on the sides to make it 
strong enough to resist flood water. The 
earthwork of this part would be the most 
costly of the whole section. 

5. From Tayisan to Panpu is 28 Jj. The 
earthwork should be 6 ft. high, averaging 
2,700 fongs to the 4%. 

6. From Panpu to Sinpu or Haichow is 40 Ji. 
The land is higher, and there is no danger 
of foods. The earthwork of this section should 
be the least costly of the whole section. 

From the foregoing, it will be seen that a 
greater part of the line runs through lowlands, 
and is lable to floods. To avert the danger, 
it will be necessary to open up the six locks 
which are at the following places: 1. South 
Liu Tang-ho; 2. North Liu Tang-ho; 3. 
Nijeh-ho; 4. Linu-h-he; 5. Tungmen-ho; 6. 
Niutun-ho, 

At ordinary times, there is a difference of as 
much as two feet between the water-surface of 
the east and west locks, and in the highwater 
season, the difference becomes as much as 
six feet. The bed of the Yen-ho, is comparative- 
ly level: the current is slow, and with the six 
locks intercepting its progress, the water finds 
it dificult to flow down, and therefore floods 
are frequent. If the six locks were opened, the 
water will flow into the sea rapidly, and floods 
will be prevented. This work may be carried 
out at the same time as the railway is being 
built, and it will give lasting benefit to the 
community. 


THE FAR EASTERN REVIEW 


CONSTRUCTION WoRK 


1. Earth Work.—The whole section is 244 
ly in length, and the earthwork, averaging 3,000 
fongs per li, wili amount to about 732,000 
fongs. 

2. Bridge Work.—The longest bridges to be 
built are those that cross the South and North 
Liu-tang-ho: these will be roo ft. in length. 
Bridges of 40 ft. to 60 ft. may be put across such 
rivers as the Tachien-ho, Sichien-ho and 
Hanyang-ho, etc. 

3. Railway Stations —There will be ten 
stations in this section, viz., Tsingkiangpu, 
Hsipa, Tahinchwang, Liangkiayi, Kaokiakow, 
Pechaokow, Tayian, Chungcheng, Taiping, and 
Sinpu, 

It may be estimated that the roadbed will 
cost on the average abour $8,000 per Ji, and that 
the construction cost, including iron rails, 
Sleepers, stone, rolling stock and other items 
will amount to another $8,000, thus bringing 
the tota] construction cost to about ¢16,0cG per 
li. The total of the whole section of 244 li 
may cost roughly $4,000,000. 


PROBABLE INCOME FROM THE LINE 


1. Salt Freighi.—This line will handle about 
4,000,000 bags of salt, at 10 cents per bag, 
amounting to $400,000. 

2. Bean oil and Bean cake.—500,000 pieces 
per year, at8 cents per piece. The freight will 
amount to $40,000, 
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3. Bean.—100,000 piculs per year, at 10 
cents per picul. The freight will amount to 
$10,000. 

4, Wheat.—300,000 piculs per year, at 10 
cents per picul. The freight will amount to 
$30,000. 

5. Flour.—200,000 piculs per year, at 10 cents 
per picul, The freight will amount to $20,000. 

6. Miscellaneous cereals and merchandise.— 
Estimated at 500,000 piculs per year, at 10 cents 
per picul, it will bring $50,000. 

7. Reed bags for salt-packing.—250,000 bales 
per vear, ut 10 cents per bale, the freight will 
be $25,000. 

8. Passenger traffic—Estimated at $12,000 
per month, it will be $144,000 per year. 

The grand total of the above eight items 
comes to $719,000, as annual income for the 
line. 

DISBURSEMENTS 


Interest on construction cost calculated at 
-% per annum, will be about $280,000. 

Maintenance fee, at $1,000 per ji, will be 
$240,000 annually. | 

The total of the above two items come to 
about $520,000, The surplus each year there- 
fore should be about $199,000. This is of 
course «a modest estimate based on present 
conditions, and when developments take place, 
the income will naturally increase. 
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Chinchow-Chaoyang Extension 


The proposed extension of the Peking- 
Mukden line, by a branch to Ichow and 
Chaovang-fu from Chinchow-fu, is like many 
other propositions in China, being he!d up for 
want of money. The route has recently been 
surveyed, and estimates of cost of construction 
made, but patience will have to be exhibited by 
the engineers of the Peking-Mukden line, until 
the new Parliament can settle down to business 
and see its way clear to vote the necessary 
expenditure. 


Some time ago a preliminary was made from 
Chinchow-fu to the coal mines at San-l-chan, 
but nothing more was ever done as regards a 
line to the mines. Last spring, however, the 
Ministry of Communications asked for a line 
to be surveyed to connect Chaovang-fu with 
the Peking-Mukden railway, and this work was 
recently undertaken by Mr. D. P. Ricketts, 
F.ngineer-in-chief of the Peking-Mukden line. 


Part of the former route selected by Mr. 
Wilson was utilised and re-adjusted as far as 
Ta-Pan. The crossing of the Taling-ho 
was shifted further west, and the location 
carried along the north bank to Chaoyang-fu, 
after several lines had been surveyed, 

The country here is very mountainous and 
dificult for economic railway construction, 

There are several coal deposits in the region, 
and more might be found if the hills were 
properly prospected. There are indications of 
copper, iron and gold, and, near Chaoyang, a 
considerable vein of asbestos exists. 


In connection with the proposed linking of 
Chaoyang-fu with Chinchow-fu, on the main 
line from Peking to Mukden, it is interesting to 
note that a separate proposal is being made by 
the Tutuhs of Fengtien and Jehol to connect 
Chaoyang-fu with Mukden and Jehol. If this 
line is undertaken it will start from Hsinmin-tun 
and run west by south to Ichow, on to Chaoyang 
and south-west to Jehol. 

Already there is a proposal to lay a light line 
from Peking to Jehol. But why a light line? 
A railway along this route would seem to be a 
necessity, and this would give Jehol connection 
with the sea, via Tientsin. 


Orie advantage of a connection between 
Peking, Jehol and Mukden would be that it 
would give a more direct route te Europe than 
that which is now followed, via Tientsin and the 
sea-coast line. It would also be an extension, 
as it were, of the Canton-Hankow-Peking trunk 
line, 





Shanghai-Nanking Railway 
The following figures of trafic returns 
(approximately) for the week ended March 
22 are issued by the Shanghai-Nanking 
Railway :-— 


Vac Passen- Goodsand Total 
See ers. Sundries. for the 
week. 
$ $ $ 
TOUS wiviex 50,512 11,470 61,942 
tc) > 48,486 5,420 53.900 
Increase. 2,026 6,010 8,076 
Decrease — —~ — 
For eleven weeks. 
) Passen- Goods and 
Year. gers, Sundries Total 
$ $ $ 
3 aoe 574,482 109,089 683,571 
SQES! aces 570,000 54,805 624,805 
Increase. 4,482 54,284 58,766 
Decrease = _— xa 
Week ended March 29 :— 
Ve: Passen- Goodsand Total 
ee gers. Sundries for the 
week. 
$ $ $ 
1913... 53.252 10,351 63,603 
IOI2 sc. 46,8890 5,119 52,008 
Increase. 5,303 5,232 11,595 
Decrease -— — — 
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For twelve weeks. 


Passen- Goods and , 
Year. gers. Sundries Total 
$ $ + 
LOTS ers 627,734 119,440 747,174 
$912 .cun 616,889 59,924 676,813 
Increase 10.845 59,516 70,301 
Decrease — — -— 
Week ended April 5:— 
——_— Passen- Goodsand Total 
. gers. Sundries. forthe 
week, 
$ $ $ 
IQES aa 49,009 9,431 58,500 
1012... 50,638 6,030 5A,658 
increase. — 3,401 1,832 
Decrease 1,560 owe = 
For thirteen weeks. 
— Passen- Goods and es 
Year. gers, Sundries. Total. 
$ $ S : 
FON 2.45 676,803 128,871 $05,074 
ed ae 607,527 65,954 733.481 | 
increase. 9,276 62,917 72,193 ; 
Decrease —< _ —_ 
The week ended April 12:— 
Waar Passen- Goodsand Total 
Bas gers, Sundries for the 
week. 
$ $ $ | 
IOI3. “ee 48,998 10,996 59,994 : 
LOT 2 5), $4,722 6,298 61,020 
Increase. — 4,698 — 
Decrease 5,724 a 1,020 
For fourteen weeks. 
or Passen- Goods and ap 
ae gers. Sundries. Potal. 
$ $ $ | 
Loe =25, 801 139,867 865,668 
IQ1l2.... 722,249 72,252 794,501 | 
Increase. 3,552 67,015 71,167 
Decrease — its mai, | 


ws eee ee 
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Russian Railway Advance 
to Urga 





The recent announcement that the Russian 


imperial Counci! had agreed to the buikiing of | 


the Russian States Railway from Yerkne- 


Udinsk to Kiakhta need cause no surprise, — 


This line has been projected for a long time. 
It is the natural connection between Mongolia 
and the Siberian Railway, particuiarly with the 
future connection with Urga, the capital of 
Mongolia, in view. ! 

Yerkne-Udinsk is, as will be seen from the 
sketch map, herewith, to the east of Lake 
Baikal, and practically due north of the im- 
portant trading mart of Kiakhta, which is on 
the Mongolian frontier, and, in turn, almost 
due north of Urea. 


The line will no doubt be built along the 
valley of-the Selenga River, and then along the 
main road to Kiakhta. 


This, ostensibly, is the furthest that Russians 
will go, but another line which will, of course, 
be under Russian dominance, is on the tapis ta 
connect Urga and Kiakhta. An Agreement 
has been concluded, it is reported, between 
the Russian and the Mongolian Government, 
for this line. Nominally the Russians will 
build the line jointly with the Hutukutu, but 
in reality ali authority will be in the hands of 
the Russians. One of the stipulations reported 
to be in the agreement is that the Urga 
Government will redeem the Railway after 50 
vears, The Russians have sent surveyors to 
locate this line, and the work will no doubt be 
carried out in conjunction with the Yerkne- 
Udinsk-Kiakhta project. 
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The following is a gist of the contract made 
between the Russians and the Living Buddha for 
the construction of the Urga-Kiachta Railway:— 
The line shall be built by the Russians; the 
construction shali begin within six months after 
the signature of the contract, and be accom- 
plished in two years; the work of the construc- 
tion shall be after the pattern of the Russian 
Siberian Railway. The line shal] be under the 


control of the Russians for 50 vears, after 


which period the Urga Government may buy 
back the line on condition that Urga pays 
twenty years’ interest on the money spent for 
the construction; the Russians are allowed to 
operate the mires 50 ]i within the railway. line, 
and besides the above the Russians shal] have 
the privilege to construct all other lines at the 
vicinity or north of Urga, but the labourers 
required for the construction :hall be one half 
Russians and one half Monogclians, 








2“ KARAGOL 
. KHORINTY 
cance LROPOSED 
RAILWAY SZRGA 
eases LA/LWAY IN OPERATION 


Yunnan-Kueilin Railway 


The proposed Yunnan-Kutcilin Railway is an 
important frontier line, and will be highly 
beneficial as it traverses an area extremely 
dificult for ordinary travel and transportation. 

The line was projected last vear, and the 
gentry and merchants of the three provinces, 
Yunnan, Kueichow, and Kwangsi, conferred 
for some time to devise means to carry out 
the project, At first they proposed that the 
funds should be raised by the five provinces, 
Yunnan, Kueichow, Kwangsi, Szechuan and 
Kwangtung. When the Sextuple Loan was first 
negotiated, they hoped that they would get an 
appropriation from the proceeds of the loan 
when it was concluded. But as the conclusion 
of the Big Loan seemed doubtful the Yunnan 
gentry and merchants have been actively 
urging the people of the three provinces to 
make a fresh start and make preparations for 
the realisation of the proposal in earnest, the 
funds to be raised by the original three 
provinces instead of the five, as Szechuan and 
Kwangtung have only a slight interest in the 
project on account of their geographical posi- 
tion, 


i to spend $132,310.39. | ; 
| coaches were provided. Since then eight more 
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A meeting was held by the representatives 
of the three provinces and they have decided 
to start a subscription campaign for the funds, 
and if there is any insufficiency of funds, they 
will float a foreign loan. They propose to elect 
Tsen Chun-hsuan (present Director-General 
of the Hukuang lines) as Director of the 
Company, and form a coalition with the 
szechuan-Hankow-Canton Railway. 


Kowloon-Canton Railway 

The following estimates of expenditure 
for the year 1913 for the British Section 
of the Kowigon-Canton Railway, including 
the main line and the Fan Ling branch, were 
submitted to the Hongkong Legislative Council 
on April 10:—The proposed expenditure 
for this year, totals $430,068.30 and- the 
savings on total estimate wil] be $345,881.13. 
The principal item of expenditure is one of 
$150,000, which is made up as foilow :—Kowloon 
Station Building $141,402; gang huts $2,028; 
Taipo Market Station $4,750 and Sheung Shui 
Station $1,000, This item shows an excess, 


when added to the expenditure up to December 
| 31, 1912, of $190,000, of $32,995 over the original 
| estimate, which was $310,000. Under the head- 


ing of land, it is proposed to spend $5,000, but 


| in this case the savings on the total estimate of 
| $2,669,758.45, amounts te $412,208.99. The sav- 


ing is due to the land on Lots 618 and 1,140 not 
being debited to railway account it being decided 
to acquire K.M.L,.’s Nos. 3,9,74 and 75. No 
provision was made in estimate for resumption 
of land for Fan Ling Branch. Expenditure in 
1913 is for strip of land for Manager's House. 
For C. and W. Rolling Stock it is proposed 
Originally only 8 


have been built, and eight.are on order, Six 


| more are required for the Fan Ling Branch, 


not included in the estimate, In connection 
with this there has been an excess expenditure 


} of $235,939.18 cver the original estimate of 
| $309,540.00. Three additiona] locomotives for 
| the main line, and one for the Fan Ling branch, 


not included in the estimate, call for an estimate 


| of $57,101.40 increasing the excess of cxpendi- 


ture over estimate to $123,164.63. The total 


! estimate for the railway is $14,060,374.71. To 
| the end of 1912 the expenditure was $13,284,- 


425.28 so that with the present year’s estimate 


| the amount spent on the railway will total 


$13,714,493.58 if the present year’s estimate is 


| not exceeded, 


The Colonial Secretary in moving that 


$430,068.30 be advanced stated that substantia! 


additions recently contemplated had brought 


the capital expenditure up to something like 
| £1,350,000, the extra £250,000 to be raised by a 


special loan, a Bill providing for which was in 


| the Orders of the Day. The additions to be 


made would be defrayed out of the ioan, the 
most important being the terminal station on 


| Kowloon Point. 





The Lo-tung Railway.—The Munistry of 
Communications has appointed the Senior 
Clerk, Chen Yuen-tin, to proceed to Honan to 
take over charge of the Lo-tung Railway Com- 
pany. 





Tanyang-Ningkuo-fu Railway.—The Tan- 
vangeitiaeeao-th Railway Company, which 
was organized by Shanghai capitalists, opened 
its inauguration meeting recently and Gen. 
Hsu Kuo-ching was elected Honorary Manag- 
ing Director. Chang Yao-ching was elected 
Manager and Kuan Hsi2zo Assistant Manager, 
Other officers will be elected at the next meet- 
ing, and detail plans to carry out the railway 
scheme will be formulated. 





Nationalization of the Kiangsu Railway. 
—The attitude of the Kiangsu Railway Com- 
pany is very favorable to the State-ownerslup 
of railways. This Company built the Shanghai- 
Kashing section of the Shanghai-Hangchow 
line, and has projected the Kiangpeh Railway, 
which is to run from Tsingkiangpu te Yang- 
chow. 

The negotiations with regard to the nation- 
alization of the projected Tsingkiangpu-Yang- 
chow line have been concluded. 
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The Kiangsu Railway Company called a 
meeting recently to consider the nation- 
alization of the Shanghai-Kashing section. 
The shareholders were quite agreeable as to the 
handing over of this section to the Government, 
and they are now discussing the conditions and 
procedures in regard to the transfer. They 
will soon send representatives to Peking to 
confer with the Ministry of Communications 
on this subject. 





Tientsin=-Pukow Railway.—An improvement 
is effected in the service on the Scuthern section 
of the TientsinsPukow Railway, beginning on 
May |, by the addition of a through daily train 
fron: Pukow to Tientsin, and vice versa, for all 
classes, A dinner service will be provided but 
not sleeping cars. The further announcement 
is made that nothird class tickets will in future 
be issued for the bi-weekly express train except 
in the case of passengers’ servants. The time 
table appears in our advertising columns. 


MANCHURIA 


South Manchuria Raiiway.—lIn order to 
guard against emergency, the South Manc!uria 
Railway Co.’s Gas Works are installing a water 
gas producer ordered from Germany. The 
installation work will be finished about August. 

The S. M. Railway trafhe returns for the 
month of March give Y.2,555,232 and the daily 
average of Y.82,427, being an increase over the 
corresponding month of last vear by Y.22,7609, 
viz., almost 28%. 

The S. M. R. Co., has issued a circular invita- 
tion to its shareholders calling upon them to 
pay inthe fourth instalment of Y.40 per share 
by June Ist. This instalment will suppiy the 
Company with Y.4,000,000. When it is paid, 
the total share capital called up will amount to 
Y.16,000,000 leaving, only Y.4,000,000 more 
available for a further call. 

The inconvenient location of the Locomotive 
Shed, Dairen, at the western end of the Dairen 
Station compound is being brought home to 
the Railway authorities more forcibly as the 
locomotives increase in number. Furthermore, 
the major portion of the buildings is of an 
improvised character. ‘The Railway authorities 
have decided to remove it to the old site of the 
Railway Workshops at the west of the Electric 
Power House, Work will be commenced in 
the current year. 











Kirin-Changchun Railway.—The  Kirin- 
Changchun Railway proposes to use coal 
mined from a coiliery at Shihlingtzu about 6 
miles from Yingchengtzu Station, The manage- 
ment intends to lay a light rail line over the 
distance, and has finished the surveys. Work 
was to be started during March. 





Light Railway Between Mukden and 
Jehol.—The preposed construction of the 
Mukden-Jehol licht railway has been approved 
by the Interprovincial Congress, Peking. An 
appropriation of $5,000,000 is to be disbursed 
from thecentraltreasury. Work will be started 
shortly. 





Proposed Branch Line to Kuangning.— The 
Peking-Mukden Line of the Chinese Govern- 
ment Railways propose to construct a branch 
line deviating from Chingtatitzu to Kuangning, 
Some engineers are engaged in the surveys. 





ee 


SIAM 


The Southern Railway.—RKailhead on the 
Siamese Southern Railway has reached Koh 
Lak. It was expected that trains would be 
running to the latter place some time in April. 











Railway Material.—The m.s. Jutlandia, 
which arrived at Bangkok on March 13, 
had 3,400 tons of cargo for Bangkok, 
including transhipment cargo, There were 500 
tons of railway materials for Bangkok, and 
also 220 tons of bridgework for Chumphon, 46 
tons of waggon work for Bandon, and 32 tons 
of waggon work for Singora. 
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JAPAN 
Tokyo Central Railway Station 


The Central Raiiway Station now under con- 
struction at Eiraku-cho, Kojimachi, Tokyo, will 
when completed rob Shimbashi of the honour 


of being the “front door’ of the Japanese 


capital. The Director of the construction 
branch of the Japanese Railway Board, Mr. 
Takevoro Okada, hopes to have the station 
ready for general use in June, 1914. Shimbashi 
will then become merely the freight depot of 
the Tokaido line, 


The following interesting particulars in 
reference to the new station are taken from 
the Japan Times :— 


The site ailotted for the purpose is a broad 
piece of ground facing on the East the moat, 
bounded in the South and the North by the 
Kajtbashi andthe Gofukubashi streets, and on 
the West, the Yaesu-cho,. 65,300 tsubo is the 
rough calculation of the total area of the 
grounds. The main building of the station and 
platforms will occupy the center of this space 
and the rest of the grounds will have some 
smaller additional buildings. 

There will be eight platforms, all built 
on the elevated line. Of them two will be 
reserved for the electric line, and four will 
be devoted to the Tokaido line, while the other 
two will be placed at the disposal of the Central 
Fastern line. The main building will have 
four entrances in the front, of which one in 
the center will be used only by the Imperial 
personages and their suites. Of the remaining 
three the Southern will be the inlet for the 
passengers and the Northern the exit for the 
same while the one adjacent to the Imperial 
entrance will be the passage for the electric 
car Passengers. 


As for the transportation of the passengers’ 
luggage, a special accommodation will be made, 
so that they can be conveyed from the luggage 
office on the first floor to the trains on the 
elevated line or vice versa. A post office will 
be set up at the Western corner of the lot and 
will be designated for the transaction of 
metropolitan mail matters which will be sent 
to various parts of the country. 

The foundation of the station is hardened 
by concrete and the building is constructed 
of steel. Brick and stone are applied to cover 
the steel framework and the floor is built of 
ferro-concrete so that it is fire-proof. The 
roof 1s constructed of iron girders and covered 
by slate and copper plates. The building is 
1,104 feet long and from 66 to 132 feet wide, 
and covers an area of 2,341 tsubo. The height 
of the building is some 54 feet above the 
ground in the thirdestory part and 124 fect in 
the towers. The first floor will be used as the 
station. The Southern part of the first floor 
will be partitioned into many sections which 
include an octagonal chamber of 354 tsubo 
allotted for the examination of tickets, two 
booking offices of 37 tsubo, a first class men 
passengers’ waiting room of 57 tsubo, a first 
class women passengers’ waiting room of 41 
tsubo, asecond class passengers’ waiting room of 
79 tsubo, a third class passengers’ waiting room 
of 110 tsuho, two luggage offices of 25 tsubo, 
a luggage delivery office of 124 tsubo, and two 
dining rooms of 66 tsubo. A separate building 
of 95 tsubo will be built just behind and is 
intended for lavatorics for the tirst, the second 
and the third class passengers, as well as 
public telegraph and telephone rooms, In the 
Northern part there will be made an octagonal 
chamber of 315 tsubo intended for the ex- 
amination of tickets of the alighting passengers, 
a waiting room of 64 tsubo, a women’s waiting 
room of 64 tsubo, a women’s lavatory of 9 
tsubo, a luggage delivery office of 122 tsubo, 
two luggage offices of 25 tsubo. A separate 
building will also be built on this side just 
behind these rooms. The central part will be 
reserved for use of the Imperial family, and 
will cover an area of 275 tsubo, which is 
divided into a resting hall of 27 tsubo, an 
adjoining room of 7 tsubo, a hall of 30 tsubo, 
two waiting rooms of 61 tsubo, an entrance 
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and an open porch of 36 tsubo, and a passage 
leading to the plaform of 114 tsubo., 

There is a basement, the Southern end of 
which will be used as cooking quarters, a goods 
depository and a general washing place: and 
the Northern end as an engine room equipped 
with a steam heating system. The rest will be 
occupied by a large dining hall where the 
Railway people can meet. All the food cooked 
here will be conveyed to the first floor and 
upwards by elevators. 


The second and the third floors will be used 
as business quarters and dining halls. As for 
stairways, those leading to the third floor from 
the first are seven, of which two are situated 
near the central part. There is only one 
stairway which leads to the second floor from 
the first and two which lead from the second 
floor to the third. Throughout the building 
electricity will be laid on. 

In view of the completion of the station the 
price of Jand in the neighborhood has risen 
considerably. The city has a plan to construct 
a road of 240 feet wide before the station and a 
road of go feet wide extending from the City 
Office to the Gofukubashi. It also expects to 
reconstruct the Kajibash: and the Goftukubash, 
the two most important bridges connecting the 
new station and the bustling business quarters. 
The bridges, when completed, will give a 
beautiful effect and may equal representative 
bridges in the West. 





Railway Returns.—The total value of 
returns from the Government's. railway 
business for the fiscal year ending with March 
31st was 105,318,027 yen with an increase of 
7,537,353 yen against the previous fiscal] year. 
The average working mileage was 5,130 miles, 
According to the authorities concerned, when 
the revenue from miscellaneous and some other 
sources is added, the grand total will exceed 
by 5,000,000 yen or 6,000,000 yen against the 
estimate of 104,700,000 yen for the said fiscal 
year and by 9,000,000 yen or 10,000,000 yen 
against tlle budget for the current fiscal year, 
and the net profit will increase after all by 
about 7,000,000 yen against 10,107,000 yen as 
estimated for the last year. 





Investment in Light Railways.—Since the 
existing Light Railway Law was enacted, 219 
companies have been established for the con- 
struction of light railways, the total length 
reaching 3,033 miles and the capital invested 
therein amounting to 147,080,000 yen in all. 
The figures include the five companies 
sanctioned during the month of March, with 
the total amount of capital of 5,750,000 yen. 





Electrification of Short Railways.—The 
electrification of the shorter ra:lways seems to 
be proceeding apace in all countries, and the 
Japanese Railway Board is not going to be 
behind in the fashion. At Yaguchi, near 
Kawasaki, a lurge power-house 1s already 
completed and when transformers, &c., are 
ready, electric trains are te be run between 
Yokohama and Tokyo at much more frequent 
intervals than the present train service provides. 





New Station at Osaka,—At an expenditure 
of about Y.9,000,000 the Japanese Railway 
Board is now reconstructing the Osaka station. 
The chief points in the plan for reconstruction 
are the separation of the passenger and goods 
traffic and the improvement of the accommoda- 
tion for passenger traffic. Though the work 
will not probably progess as quickly as at first 
expected, owing to lack of funds, it will be 
completed by 1917 or 1918 at the latest. 








State Railways Debt Heavy.—The out- 
standing amount of public loans raised on 
account of the State railways is given as 
591,270,750 yen, the figures being composed of 
456,195,00c yen of the railway nationalisation 
loan, 61,151,450 of the railway bonds, 25,378,750 
of the railway undertakings loan, 20,392,150 of 
of the railway loan adjustment loan, 21,901,100 
of the consolidation bonds, and 6,251,300 of the 
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Hokkaido Railway bonds, Adding to this 
sui the newly raised foreign loan of 40,000,000 
yen, the total 1s 631,27¢,750 yen. Again, adding 
the short-term loans and railway bonds the 
total debt of the State railwavs will exceed 
820,000,000 yen. 





New Railway Lines.—The Shingu Railway, 
a private line between Shingu and Katsuura, 
near Kumano, Kii Province, has been com- 
pleted. The line was formally opened to traffic 
with appropriate ceremonies, 





Proposed Reduction of Staff—The J7ji 
notes that the staff of the Japanese Govern- 
ment railways will be reduced as the result of 
the proposed reform of the management. 
and the authorities are now considering 
to what extent they can carry the reduction. 
The ratlway staff now stands at 108,000 
in round figures. If the number is_ reduc- 
el by 10 per cent., 10,800 men can _ be 
dismissed, and the amount of salary so saved 
will be about Y.3.000,000. No reduction will be 
made in the outdoor staff. 





New Cars Ordered.—The Japanese Railway 
Board it is said will order abroad railway cars 
1,500,000 yen worth in the next fiscal year, 
The Board used to buy cars 2,500,000 yen 
worth abroad each fiscal year, but the amount 
was cut off this year partly owing to the 
increase of constructive capacity in the domestic 
factories and partly due to the postponement 
of enterprises in the next fiscal year. 


—— = — 


THE PHILIPPINES 


Manila Railroad Co.—Twenty-five coaches 
and fourteen locomotives represent one order 
for new equipment for the Manila Railroad 
Co. A train de luxe superior to anything in 
the Far Fast for comfort and luxuriance with 
the possible exception of the International 
Express over the trans-Siberian route, will 
be in operation over the Manila Railroad Com- 
pany'’s system shortly. The train will comprise a 
palatial combination sleeping, observation and 
buffet coach, combination sleeping and day 
coach and heavy third class cars of the same 
cxternal dimensions, each with a vestibule at 
both ends, connecting up the entire train like 
the trans-continental fliers in America. The 
Manila Railroad Company is adding twerity- 
ive new cars to their rolling stock, in addition 
to two combination coaches, Already eight of 
the new third class cars, and ten new locomo- 
tives have arrived, The American Locomotive 
Works in the states turned out the engines 
and the cars are the product of the Metropolitan 
Amalgamated and Finance Company of 
Birmingham, England. 

The new combination coaches will be sixty- 
hve feet in length and divided into seven com- 
partments with a bath room at either end. 
Each compartment will be equipped with two 
berths and a sofa, electric ligths and fans and 
will he handsomely decorated and upholstered. 
The observation section at the end will be 
cosily furnished and the buffet will be an 
alluring attraction. 

The ordinary third class cars will be 52 feet 
lone. but three of these which will form a part 
of the train de luxe will be the full 65 feet and 
of the most substantial construction, 


BURMA 





Burma-Yunnan Railway.—An Indian rail- 
way journal says:—The French have been 
active in pushing on railway construction on 
the other side of Burma and the linking up of 
Laokay with Yunnan-fu is completed. The 
Yunnan Railway took eight years to build and 
cost three lakhs and a half per mile. It 1s, of 
course, primarily of strategic value but is 
calculated to be a paying concern in 20 years. 
lt is stated that our Railway Board will shortly 
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take up the question of building a railway 
between Burma and the Chinese frontier. It 
is, however, doubtful if an isolated railway link 
between Burma and the Chinese frontier will 
meet the demands of trade. It will probably be 
found that a railway between Burma and India 
is also required to promote trade and protect 
our interests effectively on the Chinese frontier. 
Tnere may be no immediate returns from the 
undertaking, but in the long run, it will prove 
of as great a value as the Yunnan Railway. 


MALAYA 
Federated Malay States Railways.— 
Passenger stock on the F. M. S. Railways is 
being rapidly augmented, and four complete 
new mail trains, each consisting of engine and 
6 or 7 coaches, were recently added. The 
first of these new trains consisted of a new 


engine of the standard “H” type, but with - 


several minor improvements. There were also 
seven coaches, very much on the old lines, but 
showing .several improvements, notably the 
elliptical roof to each coach, with Lincrusta 
roofing, the oak furnishing to the first class 
coach, which has no upper bunks, and the 
addition of upper bunks to the third class, The 
seven coaches were: Restaurant car, first 
class coach, second class, two third class, and 
two luggage coaches with additional third class 
accommodation. The first and second class 
coaches have been built by the Birmingham 
Carriage and Wagon Company, sent out in 
parts, and erected at the Central Workshops. 
The third class and luggage coaches have been 
built entirely at the Workshops. The engines 
were also erected there. 

Experiments are being made at the Central 
Workshops with regard to the new “ motor 
trains” which are to be introduced and three 
of which, it is expected, will be ready at the 
end of the year. An experimental coach is 
now being tested. The new motor trains, 
of which eventually sixteen will be built, will 
consist of a coach containing the engine of 
the vertical boiler type, and accommodation for 
eight first-class, 24 second-class and 36 third- 
class passengers, together with a trailer 
coach with seating capacity for 64 passengers, 
and a driving compartment at the  iend 
The train can thus be driven from ether. 
end. [inal parts for the first three trains are 
expected to arrive in November. 


CHOSEN (KOREA ) 





Better Railway Service.—A Seoul report 
says that the Chosen Railway Board has decid- 
ed to run a night train, consisting of Ist, 2nd, 
and 3rd. class cars, on the Seoul-W1ju Line, by 
extending to Antunghsien the service of the 
present Fusan train, which daily leaves Fusan 
at 10.30 a.m, and stops at the South Great 
Gate, being- due there at 9.30a.m. The train, if 
run to Antunghsien, will connect with the 
South Manchurian train for Mukden, leaving 
Antunghsien in the morning. 

In the event the plan is carried out, the 
passengers from Japan to Siberia or Dairen 
can make a through passage to Mukden without 
having to break the journey at Seoul and 
Antunghsien for the night, as at present. 
Moreover, they could take the South Manchurian 
night trains, Northward or Southward, at 
Mukden to continue their Journey without 
losing much time at Mukden. Likewise, 
passengers from China or Ewrope, on the 
South Manchurian cars from Changchun or 
Dairen could enjoy similar facilities by taking 
the day train from Mukden for Antunghsien, 
the night train from Wiju to Seoul, and the 
day train from Seoul for Fusan, which would 
all be brought into through connection by the 
new program. In fact, the opening of the 
night train on the Seoul-Wiju line would effect 
a through-train service both ways between 
Toky> and Mukden, and the benefit to the 
travelers between the two places would be very 
considerable. The program was to put into 
practice on May I, 
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TRAMWAYS 
Shanghai Tramways 


The returns of the Shanghai Tramways 
(Foreign Settlement) for three months ended 
March 31, 1913, are as under :— 


1913. 1912, . 
Effective receipts (after 7 
deducting loss by ex- $ $ 
change) . .201,794,00 182,320.85 
Passengees carried .. 9,992,856 9,069,133 
Carmilesrun.. .. 648,747 667 4al 


The loss by exchange of subsidiary coinage 
for the period was $53,464,290, equal to 22.31 
per cent, of the gross cash collected on the 
cars as compared with $54,750.60, equal to 24.73 
per cent. for the corresponding period last year. 





The returns for the week ended March 26 
are as under :— 
1913. Igi2. 
Effective receipts (after 
deducting loss by ex- $ $ 


change) se oe sed 5,023.23 13,049.39 
Passengers carried .. 792,783 656,212 
Car miles run .. ee ©4274 50,251 


The loss by exchange of subsidiary comage 
for the week was equal to 23.61 per cent. of 
the gross cash collected on the cars as compar- 
ed with 24.86 per cent. for the corresponding 
week last year. . 

Week ended April 2, 1913 :— 

| 1913. IgI2. 
Effective receipts (after _ 

deducting loss by ex- § $ 


change) .. .. ..15,47040 I 3,380.43 
Passengers carried .. 782,940 669,889 
Car miles run 49,375 50,128 


The loss by exchange of subsidiary coinage 
for the week was equal to 23.60 per cent. of the 
gross cash collected on the cars as compared 
with 24.86 per cent. for the corresponding week 
last year. 

Week ended April 9, 1913 :— 


1 913. 1912. 
Effective receipts (after 
deducting loss by ex- §$ = 
change ) ..16,498.28 14,893.07 
Passengers carried 825,301 745,090 
Car miles run., 49,840 51,901 


The loss by exchange of subsidiary coinage 
for the week was equal to 23.24 ner cent. of the 
gross cash collected on the cars as compared 
with 25.15 per cent. for the corresponding week 
last year, 





Week ended April 16, 1913 :-— 


1913. _ I9t2, 
| $ $ 
Effective receipts (after 
deducting loss by ex- 
change) ..17.203.86 15,761.48 
Passengers carried .. 847,762 707,420 


Car milesrun .. .. .. 51,76 52,310 

The loss by exchange of subsidiary coinage 
for the week was equal to 23.28 per cent. of 
the gross cash collected on the cars as com- 
pared with 25.30 per cent. for the corresponding 
week last year. : 





Hyogo Electric Railway Co.—The Hyogo 
Tramway Co. (Japan) has decided to extend » 
its lines at the cost of 2,000,000 yen, but 
whether it will be effected by increasing the 
capital or raising a loan is not yet settled. 





Nada Junkwan Electric Tramway.—The 
plans of the Nada Junkwan (Japan) Electric 
Tramway Company, which recently obtamed a 
charter to construct an electric tramway from 
Kumochi, Kobe, to Nishinomiya, skirting the 
foot of the hills, seem to have experienced a 
check. The promoters have failed in their 
negotiations for the incorporation of their 
company with the Hanshin Co., and are now 
trying to incorporate with the Mino-Arima 
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Electric Tramway. The Osaka Mainichi says 
that the route of the new line is being surveyed, 
but the payment on. shares being rather 
unsatisfactory, further preparations for the 
formation of the company are delayed. The 
promoters. however, are determined to dispose 
of the unpaid shares by the end of May and 
then hold the inaugural mecting. 





The Nantao (Shanghai) Tramway.—The 
construction of the tramway in Nantao, says 
the Chinese Press, is being pushed on very 
rapidly day and night, and rails have been 
laid as far as Tungkadoo. But the existing 
bridges across Sikapang and Lokapang and 
before the Kaitai Timber Hong are too weak 
to bear the strain of a tramcar running over 
them, and they have to be replaced by bridges 
with steel rails and a hard wood body. The 
whole tramcar service is to be completely 
constructed by the end of May so as to 
enable the Company to run cars before the 
Chinese dragon festival. After the traffic of 
the above section is opened, work on the section 
from the Shanghai-Hangchow Railway Station 
to Kiaochangmiao (near the Arsenal) will 
be taken in hand. As to the track around 
the City moat, work will not be started 
until the Huatsaopang Creek inside the City 
has been filled up. The cars and motors have 
arrived in Shanghai and have been conveyed 
to the Chiu Sing Factory. of Nantao, who are 
to fit the cars up and complete them. One car 
is being fitted up first for the purpase of testing 
the rails already laid. The managers of both 
the British and French Tramcar Companies 
have inspected the work and expressed their 
satisfaction with their manner of construction. 

MINING 

Fushun Coal.—The Imperial Government 
Railways of Japan have placed an order for 
about 150,000 tons of Fushun Coal for the 
present year. The aggregate annual con- 
sumption by the whole of the service 1s put 
at about 1,200,000 tons a year, and Fushun 
Coal now comes in for the supply of one- 
eighth of the total consumption. The appear- 
ance of I'ushun Coal on the field at home little 
disconcerts the suppliers of home coals. Such 
is stated to be the case by a good authority, 
who ascribes it to the rapid growth of 
industrial enterprises all over Japan. The 
demand for coal is rising year by year, and the 
import of Fushun Coal in considerable quanti- 
ties is no longer looked upon as a trespass 
upon the legitimate market for home coals. 








Zinc in Korea.—The Belgian Consul at 
Seoul states that the mining industry of Korea, 
which includes gold, copper, iron, lead, silver, 
graphite, and coal, has received a further 
impetus by reason of the recent discovery of 
zinc deposits in the mountainous country 
around Yen Ben, Province of Pyeng Yang. A 
concession for the working of these deposits 
has been secured by a Japanese company, and 
the extraction of zinc has already begun. It 
appears that during September (the first month 
of working) 1,000 tons of ore were obtained. 
Unfortunately the mines are situated in places 
not easily accessibie, and the cost price of the 
mineral delivered at works is consequently 
enhanced, Road construction is, however, being 
actively proceeded with, and it is anticipated 
that improved transport facilities will eventual- 
ly greatly stimulate this and other mining 
industries in Korez. 





Gold near Manila.—Gold has been discovered 
on the banks of the Mariquina river within 
fifteen miles of Manila. 





Colliery at Huashihling.—There is a colliery 
at Huashihling to the northeast of Changchun. 
The coal seam is said to be 15 feet thick. At 
present about 20,000 kin is put out daily. Wath 
the use of modern machinery the daily output 
may easily be increased about four-fold. The 
Chinese Tax-Collector at Changchun resigned 
his office recently to assume management of 
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the colliery. He has paid Taels 50,0c0 to the 
concessionaire as the price of the concession, 
and is said to have another Taels 50,000 at 
command for investment in the colliery. 





Kailan Mining Administration.—The tota! 
output of the Administration’s mines for the 
week ending March 22, amounted to 38,650.38 
tons and the sales during the same period 
44,685.65 tons. 

Week ending March 29, 39,686.56 tons and 
sales during the same period 40,351.60 tons, 

Week ending April 5, 1913, 39,931.87 tons and 
the sales during the same period 40,404.63 
tons. 

Week ending 12th April, 36,10¢1.17 tons, and 
the sales during the same period 50,597.16 tons. 








Maliguit Dredging Co.—This Company 
has been incorporated at P.1,000,000 to take 
over trom Mr. A, j. MacDonald 480 acres of 
placer claims on the Maliguit River, P.I. It is 
reported that the dredge now on the ground 
Saves 200 ounces of gold monthly from the 
placer workings. The incorporation of this 
company means that more dredges will be 
immediately installed in the Camarines to work 
the claims and great results are expected in the 
very near future. 





New Shafts at Takashima Collieries.—Two 
shafts have been sunk on Shimoputago islet, 
Japan, the work marking an important develop- 
ment of the Takashima Collieries, which are 
owned by the Mitsu Bishi Company. It is 
estimated that 34,000 tons of coal will be 
obtained from the new shafts this year and 
that a monthly output of 30,000 tons wili be 


possible when the preparatory work !s complete. 


The colliery will be known as Futagoshima. 
The coal field tapped by the shafts is called 
Nakanoshima and contains, according to experts, 
11,520,000 tons of coa!. The yield is estimated 
to last 34 vears. Another coal field ties 
between Nakanoshima and Takashima and will 
be reached in the near future. Its area is far 
greater than the dimensions quoted above and 
seventy years are estimated 2s necessary to 
exhaust the store of both fields. The daily 
outputs of Takashima and Hashima mines, 
which up to now have supplied all the famous 
Takashima coal, are about 300 tons and 500 
tons, respectively. 


= — 


LUMBER 





New Mill for Dumanguilas.—A saw mill 
with a capacity of 125,000 board feet a day, 
has been ordered from the American Trading 
Co. by Rafael Machuca Go-Tauco, owner of 
the Manila Saw Mill on calle Soler, who 
recently securcd one of the finest timber 
concessions in the island of Mindanao, The 
boilers and engines ordered will be capable of 
developing 450 horse power. The mill will be 
located on Dumanguilas bay, on the southwest 
coast of Mindanao, where the concession is 
located. It is expected to have the mill 
running by July. Work has already hegun 
on the construction of houses and wharf and 
ail will be ready when the mill ts delivered a 
few months hence. The wharf which is now 
being built will protect 300 meters from the 
shore and be T shaped, the extension at the 
end being 50 meters long. This extension 
will be capable of stocking 400,000 feet of 
sawed lumber, and will allow vessels drawing 
up to 30 feet of water to come alongside and 
load. The extensive Go-Tauco concessions, 
nearly 24,000 hectares, extend along the coast 
of Dumanguilas Bay for a distance of five 
hours’ travel by water. Most of the cutting 
will be done close to the shore and the timber 
floated to the mill in rafts, where the logs 
will be handied by two cable hauls 2,000 and 
3,000 feet long respectively. The principal 
woods to be found on the concession are 
vacal, guijo, lumayao, the last known for its 
great water resisting qualities, being even 
barnacle proof, it is said, and bangachapuy, 
which is an excellent deck building lumber. 
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SUGAR 





New Centrals for the Philippines.—Two 
new sugar centrals were to be constructed in 
March, the Ronas central for the Nasugbu 
estate, and the second one for the Lizarraga 
hacienda in Negros. Both orders are eleven 
roller mills (hydraulic gear top rollers), built 
by John McNeiland Company, and represented 
at Manila by Messrs. Fred Wilson and Com- 
pany. Each mill represents an outlay of 
500,000 pesos, and will have a crushing capacity 
of 250 tons of cane in 24 hours. 


DOCKS, ETC. 


Dairen Dockyard.—The Dairen Dockyard. 
which belongs to the Kawasaki Shipbuilding 
Company, commenced the work of extension 
early in April, the growth of the port requiring 
greater accommodation. Since the year before 
last the number of ships wishing to use the 
dock has been on the increase. The present dock- 
yard, being just as it was left by the Russians, 
is not suitable to meet the demand. It is too 
sinall and narrow at the entrance compared to 
its length and it is almost impossible for large 
ships to enter. Extension work was decided 
to be done by the department of harbor 
improvement of the South Manchuria Railway 
Co. The dock at the narrowest part of 47 feet 
will be widened to 55. The length, which is 
288 feet, will not be changed. After the com- 
pletion of the work, which is expected to be in 
October, it is stated that a ship of 5,000 tons 
gross will be able to enter without difficulty. 


LIGHT AND POWER 





Water Power Industry in Japan.— Hydro- 
electric power industry has made a great 
advance in Japan in recent years, and its status 
at the end of last year was 383 enterprises and 
2,172,801 H.P. The following figures as 
prepared by the authorities concerned show 
how this branch of industry has grown up in 
Japan in the last ten vears :— 

Number of 


enterprises H.-P. 
1903 ~~ & 28 Ss we ae =e 148,846 
1004 es ee ee eee ee ee) coe 
1905 ee ee ee 
1906 is xs sé ew am va 960 F,16R001 
1907 So kx aa ee ae oe 244 28716,642 
1908 ee 0 (he de 
T1909 ar e 7 oe — ee 284 1,917,900! 
IOI, ks: de we SS Ge 6 «6821 6'2005,438 
IOI! wie we em Ob oe ke BOS: SOUS STS 
1OI2 ks ew cw Ct ow «Cw «(BF 62172801 





Fatshan Electric and Power Co.—The 
contract for the supply of all the generating 
plant for the new station of the Fatshan 
Electric and Power Company has been secured 
by the Hongkong branch of the General 
Electric Co., of China, Ltd. The contract 
includes three high tension alternators three 
phase, to be driven by Bolinder crude oil 
engines, also a 14 panel control] and distribution 
switchboard. All the eijectrical plant will 
be manufactured at the C. E. C. Works at 
Witton, Birmingham, and is expected to arrive 
towards the middle of the year. 





Tiehling Electric Light Co.—Thc business 
returns of the Tiehling Electric Light Com- 
pany, under joint management of Japanese 
and Chinese, for the latter half of 1912 are as 
follow :— 


Net proht 4. ss « sok op ROS 
Disposed of as follows :— 

Reserve (000 «5 fs Be ode caw + 1,500 

Dividend to shareholders... .. .. 3,006 

Bonus to officers.. .. .. .. .. 520 

Carried forward to the next term.. 176 
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INDUSTRIAL 





Messrs. Lever Brothers and the Soap 
industry in Japan.—The Asahi notes that 
the largest soap factories in Japan are the 
Hagiwara and Haruki soap works in Osaka, 
all the others being conducted on a _ small 
scale. The new soap factory established at 
Amagasaki by Messrs. Lever Brothers is 
equipped with a capital of Y.3,000,000, and in 
excellence of machinery and completeness of 
arrangements the factory has no equal in 
Japan. The machinerv can extract oil from 
beancake with perfect ease, which no other 
Japanese soap factory can do. For this reason, 
the opening of operations recently by the 
Lever Brothers’ factory at Amagasaki has 
created a panic among the Japanese soap 
manufacturers, as in the event of the British 
factory taking a competitive attitude, the 
smaller Japanese manufacturers will be gradu- 
ally ruined. But the Japanese manufacturers, 
notwithstanding that trepidation, are optimistic 
regarding their position. They maintain that 
the process of the manufacture of soap is quite 
simple, as a small quantity can be manufactured 
with only one pan, and a larger quantity with 
more pans. When Messrs. Lever Bros. slacken 
their hands a little in competition, the number- 
less small manufacturers will arise “like 
bamboo shoots after rain in early summer.” 
Moreover, however, strenuous may be the 
efforts of the British factory, it is difficult to 
change the taste of consumers. In these 
circumstances, powerful as Messrs. Lever 
Brothers’ factory may be, it cannot suppress 
entirely the smaller Japanese soap manufac- 
turers. 





The Asahi Glass Mannfacturing Co.— 
The Asahi Glass Manufacturing Company at 
Amagasaki is reported to have decided to 
extend its plant and will purchase 20,000 tsubo 
of land for the new factory buildings. The 
cost of the extension is estimated at about 
Y.2,000,000. This company is conducted in the 
interest of the Mitsu Bishi. The Asahi notes 
that the company is now turning out glass of 
pretty good quality, but owing to a deficiency 
in the skill of the artisans, the company has not 
yet made much profit, as the expenses are very 
heavy. A vear or two ago Mr. Yamada, the 
engineer of the company, travelled in Europe 
and America, together with Mr. Iwasaki, 
president of the company, for the inspection of 
the industry of glass manufacture. Since their 
return in October last from the tour, they have 
been considering a scheme for the extension of 
the works, hoiding that only by a larger outlay 
can the business be made to pay. 





Tiehling Flour Mill.—The branch factory 
of the Tiehling Flour Mill has had its 
machinery practically installed. This new 
factory will have a capacity daily of 2,400 sacks 
(50 lbs. each) of flour. The floor area of the 
factory is 125 tsubo. There are four granaries 
capable of storing 30,000 kokun of wheat. Three 
of them have already been well filled, and the 
Company's agents are actively buying wheat 
about Nungan, Shuangchengpu, Shihtoucheng- 
tzu, Harbin, etc. When this branch factory 
is put in full working order, the Company’s 
daily output will be increased to 900 koku. 


SS —-—— 


SHIP-BUILDING, ETC. 


New Pontoon Hulk.—The Shanghai Dock 
& Engineering Co., Ltd. recently successfully 
launched from their PLotung W orks the largest 
steel pontoon hulk built on the China coast. 
The hulk is 384ft. long, 45 ft. wide with a 
moulded depth of 12ft. and has been built to 
the order of the Ocean Steamship Co., Ltd. 
The vessel is the first of its kind constructed in 
the Far East on the “ Isherwood” principle, a 
new principle adopted for all kinds of ships 
and which lends itself particularly well for the 
construction of large cargo pontoons. She has 
2 carrying capacity of about 3,500 tons dead- 
weight on 1oft, draft and. was towed up-river to 
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Hankow, where she will serve as a depét for 
the cargo of the Blue Funnel steamers, The 
hulk was finished well within contract 
time in spite of the delay caused by wet 
weather. The construction was superintended, 
on behalf of the owners, by Captain Nelson 
_ Captain Dewar of Messrs. Butterfield & 
wire. 





_New Nippon Yusen Kaisha Liner.—The 
Katori Maru, the largest vessel yet built for 
the Nippon Yusen Kaisha, was successfully 
launched on March 30, from the slips at 
Tategami of the Mitsu Bishi Dockyard and 
Engine Works. The steamer has been built 
under the supervision of the Surveyors of 
Lloyd’s Register of Shipping, by whom she 
will be classed 100 A 1, and according to Japan= 
ese Government requirements. Her dimensions, 
etc., are as follow:— 


LOB wi. aus de <e we «eK 490 ~—sfeeett.. 
ert ig ; 61 s9 
PO, an oh: SS mE os 3046 _—Cs, 
Draught (maximum) .. .. DB.41 9 
Gross tonnage 10,600 ~=tons. 
Displacement 19,500 +3 
Horse Power 19,000 

Speed .... 16% knots. 


she will be fitted with six cylindrical boilers 
and a combination of Parson's turbine and 
reciprocating engines. She will have three 
screws, The engines are designed to cconomise 
steam-power and coal, 

The Kator: Maru has been built for the 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha’s European service and 
is designed for passenger and freight traffic. 
She is double-bottomed throughout and is 
divided by eight bulkheads. 

Wireless telegraphy, fire extinguishing, dis- 
infecting, and refrigerating apparatus, all of 
latest pattern, will be installed. Electricity will 
be used throughout for lighting purposes and 
electric fans will be provided on a generous 
scale for the comfort of passengers. 

Accommodation is to be prepared for 112 
first class, 56 second-class, ten spccial third 
class, and 178 steerage passengers. The first 
class cabins will be single, double, and four- 
berth and the second class will be double and. 
four-berth, Dining, smoking and lounge saloons 
will be in accordance with the most modern 
ideas, special saloon accommodation will be 
provided for children, and a swimming tank 
will be among the provisions made for recrea- 
tion. Fourteen life-boats, more than sufficient 
to accommodate ail the passengers and crew, 
are to be carried. 

Cargo capacity consists of six holds, equal to 
12,000 tons, and the bunkers will take 2,009 tons 
of coal. A forty-ton and twelve smaller cranes 
will be fitted. 


FINANCIAL 





Bank of the Philippines.—The following 
is the report presented to the stockholders of 
the Bank of the Philippines by the president 
Mr. Jno. S. Hord:— 

The directors submit to you herewith a 
general statement of the affairs of the bank, 
balance sheet and an extract of the profit and 
loss account for the 60th vear ended December 
28, 1912, payment of a dividend of 10% having 
been declared. The capital stock of the bank 
subscribed and paid in on January 8, 1912, was 
P.4,096,200.00 with a legal reserve of P.987,- 
381.58 making a total of P.5,083,581.58. On 
April 8, 1912, when the last installment of the 
new stock subscribed had been paid in, the 
total paid-in capital was P.4,500,000,.co, with a 
legal reserve of P.1I,125,000.00, making a total of 
P.5,625,000,00, ; 

A number of the stockholders of the bank, 
who had time or current deposits in the bank, 
withdrew portions of such deposits and applied 
considerable sums towards the payment of 
their new stock subscriptions between January 
and April, 1912. It is therefore apparent that 
certain portions of the bank’s working capital 
which were available in 1911 and vears prior 
thereto, represented by such current and time 
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deposits as were withdrawn between January 
and April, 1912, aforesaid, were no longer 
available as working capital during most of 
the year 1912. This fact is here explained in 
order that the mistake may not be made of 
adding to the bank’s new capital stock the total 
of time and current account deposits existing 
in previous years, because to do so would be 
to form an erroneous estimate of the total 
of the bank's working capital during last year 
as compared with previous years. 

In common with many other commercial and 
industrial institutions in these islands, the 
bank’s interests have been adversely affected 
during most of the year 1912 by the serious 
money stringency, which was felt in all lines of 
trade. The two main contributing causes 
for this money stringency were, Ist:—the 
enormous sums amounting to over P.20,000,- 
oco.co which were sent abroad to pay for rice 
importations into the islands during the entire 
year 1912, and, 2nd:—the low price paid for 
the sugar crop of these islands in the United 
States as compared with the prices paid during 
the three years preceding. The rice shortage 
within the islands was caused by the severe 
drouth we experienced, unprecedented during 
thirty years. The low price paid for our 
sugars abroad was caused, in part, by 
abnormally large crops in other countries, and, 
in part, by political agitation in the United 
States for a reduction by the American con- 
gress of the import duty on sugar entering 
into that country. During the last six or 
eight months of 1912 the American importers 
were not buying Philippine sugars for ship- 
ment from here and such sales as were con- 
summated during those months were practical- 
ly all sugars shipped on consignment and 
awaiting a purchaser in some city on the At- 
lantic seaboard. Some sales were made of sugars 
afloat, but these were only within a few days 
of the arrival of the cargo in port. In other 
words, the sugar importers in the United 
States so feared some radical reduction of 
the tariff rates on sugar entering that country 
that they were unwilling to risk a danger of 
loss should they purchase sugar stocks in these 
islands, delivery of which on the Atlantic 
seaboard would necessarily be some two or 
three months subsequent to the date of 
purchase. 

Many other setbacks which the commerce 
of these islands had during I912, serious 
enough in themselves, but still of mimor im- 
portance compared to the two causes mentioned 
above, may be enumerated, such as several dis- 
astrous typhoons, lecusts, a tendency to 
speculations on the part of some of those 
interested in the sugar and other crops and the 
tobacco workers’ strike. These additional 
causes for commercial depression served to 
further aggravate the money stringency 
throughout the islands. The importers of 
Manila and other of our larger cities, found 
themselves over-stocked with goods, which, 
because of the general lack of money, they 
were unable to sell for cash and feared to sell 
on credit. They found it an increasingly 
dificult task to collect from their clients 
moneys due for past credit transactions. 
Many of these importers are clients of this 
bank, and their loans’ and overdraft account 
increased, in most cases, considerably above 
the normal figures in previous years. We have, 
fortunately, been able to attend to the 
legitimate needs of these clients and to 
prevent, to that extent, anything in the nature 
of a panic. 7 

With the end of the drouth, and bountiful 
rice crops now being harvested throughout the 
islands, the prospect since the first of this year 
has been much brighter. However, :t will be 
several months yet before money conditions 
within the islands will have returned to a 
normal level. The large sums withdrawn from 
the islands for the purchase of rice abroad will 
have to be replaced during the slow process of 
the coming months by the increase of our 
exports. Were our present sugar crop good in 
quality and large in quantity, our money 
deficiency would be sooner replenished, but, 
unfortunately, the fact is quite the reverse and 
the outlook for our sugars commanding a 
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good price abroad during this vear is anything 
but promising. The tariff agitation for the 
reduction of custom duties on sugar entering 
the United States still continues with greater 
probability than ever before of its becoming an 
accomplished fact in the near future. The 
latest reports received from the United States 
regarding cane sugar from Cuba and beet sugar 
from Germany are that not within the history 
of sugar production have there been such 
humper crops as will be marketed from those 
two countries during 1913. The outlook at 
present is that a very large percentage of the 
Philippine sugar during 1913 will remain 
unsold, unless, as was done last year witha 
considerable portion of the stock, it is sold in 
Japan and China at the comparatively low 
prices obtaining in those countries. 





Hongkong and Shanghai: Banking Cor- 
poration.—At the ninety-fifth ordinary half- 
vearly general meeting of the shareholders of 
the Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Corpora- 
tion. Mr. E. Shellim (Chairman) presid- 
ed and after having referred in detail to the 
annual report and balance sheet (which have 
already been published in the Far EASTERN 
REVIEW )continued: During the past year trade 
throughout the world has been very active, 
with a consequent good demand for money, 
and we have found ample opportunity for the 
employment of cur resources. 


Indian trade continues in a highly flourishing 
condition and the country is attracting such 
large quantities of gold that it is evident India 
is becoming a factor of ever increasing 
importance in the Gold markets of the world. 
India was also an important factor in the 
Silver market, the heavy withdrawals of 
rupees frm the Treasuries making it necessary 
for the Government to become purchasers of 
silver, and during the vear they bought some 
£6,000,000 of that metal for coinage purposes, 
being the equivalent of about Rs. 133 crores of 
coined rupees. The total reserves of silver 
coin at the end of the vear including silver in 
the gold standard reserve, in the mint and on 
the way, were about Rs. 20 crores against Rs. 
25 crores on the 31st December 1911. <A con- 
tinuance of withdrawals on anything like the 
scale of last year will probably lead to further 
purchases of silver by the Indian Government. 

In connection with India you will doubtless 
expect me to make a brief reference to the 
Opium Question, as it is one of great import- 
ance to that country and equally so to all 
connected with the trade. The agreement of 
1911 between Great Britain and China and the 
manner in which it has been carried out by the 
latter have been so generally discussed that I 
need not enlarge on the matter, more especially 
as the whole position is, we understand, the 
subject of diploinatic negotiations. The Indian 
Government, however, have realised the 
seriousness of the situation by their action in 
giving notice of their intention to discontinue, 
after three months, the sale of certificated 
opium for the China market, and by imposing 
a high upset price on opium to be sold at the 
three auctions before sales cease. 

While fully sympathising with China 
in her efforts to suppress opium smoking, the 
fact should not be lost sight of that a certain 
period was arranged by China in which to 
attain that object, therefore those who entered 
into commitments on the good faith of 
the agreement being effective have reasonable 
cause for complaint at the present situation. 
I cannot but feel that an equitable arrangement 
will be arrived at whereby an outlet may be 
found for present stocks, which, on the basis 
of past years, only represent about nine 
months comsumption in China. It would 
hardly seem just that those who purchased 
opium from the Indian Government on the 
strength of the agreement should suffer 
through that agreement being ineffective. 


So far as this Bank is concerned it, in 
common with other Eastern Exchange Banks 
is interested in the financing of the business, as 
it has been since its foundation, but our present 
interest in mot unduly large under the 
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circumstances and the advances are to firms of 
good standing and show satisfactory margins 
on present quotations. 

I shall not on this occasion refer in detail 
to all the countries where the Bank is 
established. Reports show they have partici- 
pated in the general trade activity and advices 
from all places point to favourable conditions 
for the present year. 

I am pleased to say that in Siam and 
Cochin-China, where rice harvests have been 
very indifferent for the past few years, full 
crops are practically assured this season. 

As regards Hongkong and South China, trade 
proved far better than the outlook at the 
beginning of the year Ied us to expect. The 
Canton Silk crop did not perhaps come quite 
up to anticipations and the trade was handi- 
capped by the war in the Ba'tkans, but I 
helieve, taking it all round, merchants have not 
done badly. 

Import business, assisted by a favourable 
exchange, has been fairly prosperous not- 
withstanding the disturbed state of the 
neighbouring Provinces. Local industries 
appear to be in a healthy condition and have 
been attracting money from bona fide investors 
—always a welcome sign of confidence in the 
future. 

In the Yangtsze Valley and the Northern 
Provinces, excellent crops, and favourable 
conditions in the foreign markets, made the 
period under review a very satisfactory one, in 
spite of the political unrest and consequent 
monetary difficulties. The accumulations of 
imports at the Treaty ports, which necessarily 
took place during the serious disturbances in 
1911, have, owing to the rise in exchange and 
advance in the price of Cotton and other 
foreign commodities gone into consumption 
freely on profitabfe terms, and I think the 
position as regards imports may be considered 
sound. With regard to exports the enquiry 
for most of the staple articles continued 
unabated, notwithstanding the higher exchange, 
so it is evident that there is a steadily increas- 
ing demand for Chinese produce in foreign 
markets, and, given settled conditions, the 


further development of China’s trade can be 


confidently looked for. 

In this connection I cannot do better than 
quote the following from a recent market 
report of Messrs. Ilbert and Co., Shanghai, 
which | think aptly describes the situation :— 
“The extraordinary vitality of trade which the 
country can show aftera period of so great 
political and monetary stress as that through 
which it has passed augurs well for the future 
development of commerce in China, even if 
only a moiety of the principles of reform and 
progress which are mooted, ever become 
genuinely established.” 

When addressing you in August last, I 
referred to the loan negotiations between the 
Sextuple Group and the Chinese Government, 
which were at that time suspended owing to 
the difficulty found by the latter in agreeing 
to conditions of security and expenditure 
considered indispensable by the Groups 
and their Governments but opposed by the 
sentiment of an influential section of the 
Chinese public. Shortly afterwards the Chin- 
ese Government concluded a loan with other 
parties, under conditions which dispensed with 
the guarantees demanded by the Groups and 
in circumstances with which the discussions in 
the Press have made you familiar. 

The subsequent resumption of negotiations 
between the Groups and China and a frank 
discussion of mutual difficulties have, I am 
happy to believe, Jed to the removal of much 
mistinderstanding on both sides. The terms 
of a final Agreement have now been satis- 
factorily arranged and its conclusion waits 
only the decision of the question, to be settled 
between China and the Governments concerned, 
of the engagement of foreigners for the 
advisory and executive posts contemplated 
under the loan Agreement. When this matter 
has been finally settled, as J trust it will be, 
a sum of about £26,000,000 will be placed at the 
disposal of China for the reorganisation of 
her finances under guarantees of security and 
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expenditure which have the full approval of 
the Governments concerned. 

I may mention that the British representa- 
tion in the Sextuple Group has recently been 
extended by the association with ourselves of 
the great issuing houses of Messrs. Baring 
Bros, and Co. and Messrs. J. Henry Schroder 
and Co; our London Bankers; The London 
County and Westminster Bank; and Parr’s 
Bank, with whom we have been closely allied 
in the issue of Japanese Loans. 

In conclusion, Gentlemen, I should like to 
endorse the confidence expressed by my 
predecessor in the chair a year ago with regard 
to the future of China. 1 think we may safely 
trust to China’s industrious population and 
great natural resources as a sufficient guarantec 
of prosperity. Troubles and _ difficulties 
inevitably follow great political changes and 
it may be some time yet before the machinery 
of Government is in proper working order, 
but that will come, and with it the development 
and reform for which there seems to be a 
really genuine desire. The present Chinese 
Government has already given reassuring 
indications of its determination to imtroduce 
thorough reforms into its financial admuinistra- 
tion, and | feel sure all will unite with me in 
the sincere hope that the wise application of 
all money obtained will result in a restoration 
of credit and confidence and an increase of 
commercial and industrial activity to the 
benefit of China and all nations interested in 
lar Eastern trade. 





Yokohama Specie Bank.—The sixty-sixth 
genera] mecting of the Yokohama Specie Bank 
was held on March to, President Dr. 
Mizumachi made a speech dwelling on the 
economic situation and business condition 
during the second half of last veur, the gist of 
which is as follows :— 

The economic situation in Japan during 
the second half of last year was somewhat 
depressed, being affected by the adverse trend of 
foreign trade since spring, a stringent money 
market, and the high price of commodities. 
On the other hand, the export trade in raw 
silk presented activity during the period, 
owing to the increase of shipments and the 
advance in prices. The restoration of order 
in China and the appreciation of the price 
of silver combined to enhance the export 
to China of cotton and _ cotton manu- 
factures and sundry goods. The activity in 
business enterprise during the first half of the 
year showed no sign of declining in the second, 
the total amount of investment reaching about 
200,000,000 yen. Again, the rice crop was bet- 
ter than in the normal year, notwithstanding 
damages from the storms in August and 
September. This favorable rice crop combined 
with the high price of rice increased the buying 
power of the agricultural classes, the con- 
sequence being a brisk movement of commodi- 
ties in the local market. In fine, the general 
situation of the economic world was quiet on 
the whole, and showed signs of gradually 
making a sound development. 

The situation of the monev market, which 
began to present signs of growing stringency 
toward the close of I9I11, maintained a similar 
situation with futher upward tendency. This 
was, in part, owing to the increase of demand 
for the account settlement of imported articles, 
instalment of capital in newly started business, 
and the laying in of winter stocks. But what 
mainly accounted for the tight money situation 
was the precaution exercised by banking circles 
who were excessively cautious in anticipation 
of the prospective advance of the money rate 
and economic inactivity in view of the clamor 
for financial retrenchment and contraction of 
convertible notes. Under the circumstances 
the rate of discount of the Exchequer bonds 
was repeatedly raised each time when ‘thev 
were rewritten, finally being increased to 1.7 
sen per diem, and the city money rate stood at 
2.3 sen minimum. In the meantime the out- 
break of the Balkan troubles affected the 
European money market, which presented an 
unusual stringency. The Bank of Japan, t aking 
the situation at home and abroad into con- 
sideration, twice raised its rate by 1 rin, The 
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private banks all followed the lead of the 
central bank increasing their rate of interest on 
deposit from 5 per cent. to 6 per cent. 

Foreign trade during the half year under 
review presented great activity, both in export 
and import. The value of exports and imports 
during the period amounted to 297,500,000 and 
268,890,000 yen respectively, making a total of 
366,390,000 yen. This is a gain of 64,460,000 
yen, or 54,970,000 yen in exports and 64,460,000 
ven in imports, on the hgures of the correspond- 
ing period of the previous year. The con- 
spicuous increase in the volume of exports and 
imports testifies to the recent development of 
our economic world. The increase of exports 
is principally attributable to the sudden growth 
of demand in China and the activity of the 
financial world in Europe and America, and 
the increase of imports, which was especially 
remarkable in the volume of raw materials, is 
owing to the advancement of national in- 
dustries. 

The exchange business of the bank during 
the period was very prosperous, favored by the 
activity of foreign trade. The amount of the 
bills trom Japan dealt with during the period 
reached 171,330,000 yen and the bills from 
abroad 172,120,000 yen, recording an increase 
of 25,280,0c0 and 23,010,000 yen respectively, or 
48,890,000 yen in total, over the like period of 
the previous year. 

After dwelling on the economic situation 
in the Occident, the president stated that the 
business of the bank during the term, though 
it had more or less suffered from the stringent 
money situation at home and abroad, showed 
a better result than the preceding term, ap 
a profit of 3,360,061 yen, including 1,198,75 
yen, the balance brought forward from Fs 
previous term, 

The usual balance shect and the following 
plan of accounts and distribution, were then 
submitted to the meeting and unanimously 
adopted : 


Yen. 

(SPOSS FOCEIDES. nue c eudly SP LSSS beds 15,829,900 
Balance brought over from the 

previous term wei: TEIGE 7a 
Disbursements ............0.. ceceeeeeeee 12,460, 839 
ORUAUES 2.5.6.00, 052 Soe. eens «aie: 3,364,061 

To be distributed as follows: 

Yen. 

SOT sc reir, mor ncienyin ts © es poems 350,000 
Dividend to shareholders (12¢ %e per 

BREED) jccciosqunvesatecemenadeenes 1,800,009 
Balance carried forw ard to next 

CUS Dre. LUT, Sit seers 2 2 oe eens a me 1,219,061 


Formosan Bank.—At the twenty-seventh 
general meeting of the Formosan Bank, the 
accounts for 1912 were as follows :— 





Yen 
Total Revenue. . 3,.843,034.00 
. Expenditure .. 3,.329,493.20 
Net profit .. 514,140.80 
Brought over from the previous 
account .. | 219,316.67 
POOL we ax ade 2S vB we 733:457-47 
Reserve for lass .. 120,000.00 
Reserve for — of dividend. 20,000,00 
Special reserve. 20,000.00 


Bonus... .. , 32,000,00 
Dividend(10 per cent. per annum). 312,500.00 
Carried forward to next account. 228,057.47 





Chartered Bank of India, Australia and 
China.—The Far Eastern branches of this 

sank have received the following telegram 
from the Head Office:—At the approaching 
Annual General Meeting of Shareholders, the 
Directors will recommend, after paying a Bonus 
of 10% on the salaries of the Staff, that a 
dividend be declared for the past half year at 
ihe rate of 15% per annum and a Bonus of 10/- 
per share free of Income Tax; that £50,000 be 
idded to the Reserve Fund (which will then 
stand at £1,700,000); £20,000 to be added 
to officers’ Superannuation Fund: £30,000 to be 
written off Premises Account, and £132,569-10-9 
be carried forward. 
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Oriental Development Co. Loan.—The 
flotation’ of a foreign loan by the Oriental 
Development Company is reported to have 
been concluded through the Franco-Japanese 
Bank on the following conditions: 


Total amount, 20,000,000 yen: Interest, 5% 
per annum; Issue value, 063, frances: Actual 
receipt, 9134 francs: Commission, 5 per cent. ; 
period of maturity, 25 years, after being unre- 
deemed for 5 years. Abonnement (revenue 


dues) 1s to be borne by the holders. The loan 


hitherto raised by the company amounts to 
some 7,500,000 yen. The new foreign loan, it 
is said, is intended for the redemption of the 
standing loan and for the purchase of land 
which is estimated to cost some 7,000,000 yen. 





The Bank of Chosen.—The report of the 
Bank of Chosen for the past half-year shows 
a satisfactory business compared with the 
previous term, the net receipt for last term 
showing an increase of about 45,000 yen over 
the prcvious report. The accounts are as 


follow :— 
Net gain for last teri ..ccc.c ss ceca. 205,405 
Balance brought over from the pre- 
VIOUS COTM: « oeuac Senate 2 erat ite 5,908 
YS a “sso 2903403 
Reserve against losses.............-.. 24,000 
Reserve for equalisation of dividend 5,500 
Bonus to officials, etc................ 14,300 
Dividend to shareholders (om per 
SS a ae 157,500 


Balance carried Becud to next term 10,103 


COMPANIES 





China Provident Loan and Mortgage 
Co., Ltd.—The sixteenth annual report of 
this company states that gross earnings for the 
past vear amounted to $147,082.52 and after 
deducting interest paid and all expenses, re- 
muneration to general managers, consulting 
committee’s and auditors’ fees, and including 
the balance of $1,304.55 brought forward from 
last year’s account, there remained 2 sum of 
$95,274.55 which it was recommended should 
be appropriated as follows, viz:—To place to 
Reserve Fund, $5,000; To pay a dividend of 
70 cents per share, $87,500; To carry forward 
to the credit of next year’s account, $2,774.55. 





Anglo-German Brewery Co., Ltd.—The 
directors of the Anglo-German Brewery Co., 
Ltd., Shanghai, have declared a dividend of 
& per cent. for the year 1912, 





The Hang-yeh-ping Co.—An extraordinary 
meeting of the shareholders of the Hang-yeh- 
ping Co. took place on March 29 at Shanghai. 
113,235 shares were represented. Mr. Wang, 
Chairman of the Board of Directors, presided 
and laid before the meeting a plan for sale of 
the property to the Government. To this the 
shareholders objected, and proposed, as an 
alternative that Sheng Hsuan-hui (Sheng 
Kung-pao) be elected as Managing Director. 
The Board of Directors suggested eight plans 
by which the Company could hope to benefit, 
namely : (1) the suspension of the payment of 
interest, (2) the extension of time for the 
repayment of foreign loans, (3) the reduction 
of the rate of interest on ‘outstanding loans, 
(4) The exemption from duty of the Com- 
pany's imports and exports, (5) permission 
from the Government to use the funds of the 
Government Bank and the Bank of Communica- 
tions free of interest, (6) Government protec- 
tion of Company’s production, (7) a loan 
from the Government, (8) an arrangement 
under which the Government would purchase 
the output of the Company in preference to 
purchasing from abroad. None of these 
solutions of existing difficulties appealed to the 
shareholders, and Mr. Sheng Hsuan-hui was 
elected Managing Director by votes represent- 
ing 105,409 shares to 7,926, 
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The immediate installation of a fourth 
blast furnace at the Hanyang Iron and Stce! 
Works has been decided upon, and the first 
shipment of structural steel, etc., in connection 
therewith has already left Europe. The ma- 
terial is expected to arrive at the Works in 
about one month from date, and as it is intended 
to press on with the work of erection, it 1S 
anticipated that the furnace will be completed 
and “blown-in” within twelve months from the 
present time. With this addition to the exist- 
ing plant the Works will have a productive 
capacity of 800 tons of pig iron per day, and 
will be in a better position to satisfy tle heavy 
demands for pig iron now being received from 
Japan, the U.S.A., and Ausiralia. 


The Ministry of Industry and Commerce has 
decided to place the Hanyang Iron Works 
which forms only one part of the Hanyehying 
Mining and Iron Works Company under state 
ownership, and has sent Mr. Chai Long-zu to 
investigate the inner state of the Iron Works. 
The investigations have been made and Mr. 
Chai has sent in a report, showing that the 
number of machines, big and small, aggregates 
152 pieces, with an output of upwards of 17,000 
tons of cast iron, 7,000 tons of steel raiis as 
well as an indefinite amount of steel plates, 
rivets, and nails per month. 





Yangtsze Wharf & eteuie Co., Ltd.— 
The report of the directors for i912 states that — 
the year’s working has resulted in a net profit 
of Tls. 6,611.65, to which the balance brought 
forward from i911, Tls. 676.11 being added, 
the sum of Tis. 7 287 76 remains at credit of 
profit and loss account to be dealt with. This 
sum it !s proposed to appropriate as follows :-— 
write off on buildings, pontoons, etc, Tls. 
2,310.00; write off on steam launch Tls. 500.00; 
and to carry forward Tls. 4,477.76. The pro- 
perty of the company has been kept in nrst 
class repair and the cost charged to working 
expenses. 





The Hongkong Fire Insurance Co., Ltd.— 
The Forty-fourth report of the company is as 
follows :—1911 Account—This account shows a 
net profit on working of $284,317.18. This 
sum it was proposed to deal with as follows, 
viz 





Dividend of $27 per share .. $216,000.00 
Howus to Stall. «<< 2c «. 2,100.00 
Addition to Reinsurance Fund 63,217. 18 

$284, 317.18 


1912 Account. —The balance at credit of this 
account is $415,157.20. 





Hakodate Dockyard.—At the -thirty-third 
general meeting of the Hakodate Dockyard 
the following accounts were passed :— 


Yen 

Profit... .. 2,689.480 
Brought over from previous busi- 

ness period . mm | 3,708.7 30 

Total .. 1.) .. 1. 1. 62. 36,398.210 
Reserve. <: i: .s «s se ae “EfomGeo 
Special reserve 4,000.000 
Bonus 3,225.000 


Dividend (8 per ‘bt, per + siemens 22,800.000 
Carried forward to next account 4,673.2TO 


Toyo (Japan) Life Insurance Co.—Ait 
the genera! meeting of the Toyo Life Insurance 
Company the following accounts were passed :— 


Yen 
Profit... .. 21 804.982 
Legal reserve .. " 1,184.000 
OES) oe: Lee’ es 2,200,000 


Dividend (8 per cent. per + siti) 10,000,000 


Reserve for dividend .. .. ., 500.000 
Reserve against losses .. 4,500.000 
Carried over to next account 3,610.982 
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Bangkok Manufacturing Co.—The Direc- 
tors report for the half-year ended 3ist 
December, 1912, stated that the gross profits on 
the Company’ Ss operations for the six months 
amount to Ticals 4,786,603. To this amount had 
to be added Ticais 5,121.04 the balance brought 
forward from last half- -year making a total of 
Ticals 9,908.57. This amount had to be de- 
ducted from Ticals 11,138.14 the sum allowed 
for depreciation, and Auditor's Fee Ticals 400, 
which left a nett loss of Ticals 1,629.57 to be 
carried forward to next half year. One ‘of the 
items in the profit and loss account was 
“ detalcation Ticals 4,943,960” 








Hongkong Rope Manufacturing Co., 
Ltd.—The report of this Company states that 
the balance at credit of profit and loss account, 
after allowing for the interim dividend of 
$6c,000,00 paid in August last, 1s $65,471.58, 
which it was proposed to appropriate as 
follows :— 


To place to reserve fund............ $ 3,000.00 
To pay a final dividend of $1.90 per 
BAG) wwe 5 site, 5.5.4 2 seers sy & pane 60,000.00 
To carry forward to the credit of | 
next year’s account ............. 2,471.58 





Hongkong and Whampoa Dock Co., Ld.— 
The annual report of this company states that 
the nett loss for the year ending December 3! st, 
1912, after debiting profit and loss account with 
all charges, including directors, and auditors’ 
fees, writing off bad debts and without taking 
any credit for proportion of establishment 
charges on uncompleted work, is $108,679.15, 
Balance brought forward from last 
| ZOCODRE. 6s csiaine gansta so 4 eceeiee 40, 501,07 
Léss Inss:as) avOVG s<accSwcwervencen 108,679.15 
Leaving to be carried forward to 


RO OCONEE isc Siscves ecb eS awd 40,911.92 





The Shanghai Tug and Lighter Co.., 
Ltd.—The report of the directors for the year 
ended 31st December, 1912, states that there 
was at the end of the year the sum of 
Tls. 135,425,58 at the credit of Profit and Loss 
Account. It was recommended that this sum 
should be distributed as follows :— 


Tis; 

To a Dividend of 7% on 10,000 

Preference Shares.. 35,000.00 
To a Dividend of 5% on 20,000 

Ordinary Shares | 25,000.00 
To write off for Depreciation 65,000.90 
To a special Reserve 5,000.00 
To carry forward.... 5,425.58 


Ts. 135,425.58 





The Shanghai Horse Bazaar Co., Ltd.— 
The Directors of the Shanghai Horse Bazaar 
Co., Ltd., state that the audited accounts for the 
year ended 31st December, 1912, show a balance 
at the credit of Profit and Loss Account of 
Taels 29,408.84 which the Directors recommend- 
ed the shareholders to deal with as follows :— 
A Dividend of 8%.. .. 1s. 21,600.00 
Carry forward to a new Profit 

and Loss Account... .. .. ,, 





SS 


Ts. 29,408. 84 





The Hongkong Ice Co., Ltd.—The thirty- 
second annual report of the above Company 
for the year ending December 31, 1012, states 
that including $23,822, 86 brought forward from 
the previous year, and after deducting $10,000 
paid as an interim dividend of $2 per share, 
the balance at credit of Profit and Loss Account 
was $63,335.88 which it was recommended 
should be appropriated as follows :— 

A Final Dividerid of $8.00 per share, $40,000.00 
To write off Property Af¢., .s «ss 13,500.00 
To write off Launch and Lighter 

A |c.,. . ws we wwe 12,800.00 
To carry forward, $335.88 


$63,335.88 





7 808.84 
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Kanegafuchi Spinning Co., Ltd.—The 
hfty-second report of this company shows that 
the net profit for the period amounted to Yen 
1,723,600, which is equal to 10.82 per cent. on 
the paid-up capital of Yen 15,927,650. With 
the balance brought forward from ‘last account 
the total standing to the credit of profit and 
loss is Yen 2,646,273 Profit and loss account 
contains the following items :—Stocks of manu- 
factured goods in process Y. 1,458,003: raw 
materials consumed, and general expenses of 
company Y. 26,620 760: interest on debentures 
Y. 202,500: written off for depreciation Y.300,000, 
On the credit side of the account appear :— 
Sales of manufactured goods, wastes, etc., 
sundry receipts and rebates Y. 28,520,213: and 
stock of manufactured goods and goods in 
process Y. 1,785,649. The Company has a 
reserve of Y. 0,038, 191, made up as follows :— 


General reserve. Y.4,038,191 
Special reserve.. 1,000,000 
Reserve for equalizing ‘dividends 1,000,000 


Debentures to the extent of Y.3,000,000 have 
been issued, besides which the same value of 
debentures was taken over from the Kenshi 
Boseki Kaisha. The open account for raw 
material amounts to Y. 1,051,435. 





Siam S.N. Co., Ltd.—The ninth half-yearly 
balance-sheet of ‘the Siam S. N. Company 
showed a nett profit of Ticals 174,426.61, 
including the balance of Ticals 5,841.24 from the 
preceding half-year, whereof it was proposed to 
utilise Ticals 55,148.58, being 5% per annum on 
the cost value of the steamers, 10% per annum 
of the launches, lighters, etc., as depreciation, 
leaving Ticals 119,278.03 to be divided as 
follows: 


5% Dividend to the 





Shareholders Tcs: 100,000, 00 
Remuneration to the | 
Directors - 1,343.68 
Carried to Reserve 
Account = 10,000.00 
To be carried forward 
to next half-year ‘s 7,934.35 
Total Tes. 119,278.03 





Menam Motor Boat Co., Ltd.—The report 
of the Directors and statement of accounts tor 
the year ended December 3lIst, 1912, states that 
the gross receipts were Ticals 138,745.36 and 
the expenses 107,649.90, leaving a profit for the 
year of 31,095.46. To Interest Ticals 3,416.75: 
to Depreciation 18,176.09; to Employees’ 
Discharge reserve 1,000.00; to Audit Fee 
250.00, totalling 22,842. 84, leaving 8,252.62. The 
balance from jast year was 522.75, leaving 
available for distribution 8,775.37. This amount 
the Directors recommended should be ap- 
portioned as follows:—By puying a dividend 
of 4 per cent. absorbing Ticals 8,000.00; 
carrving forward to next year 775.37. 








Shanghai Gas Co., Ltd. 
directors of the Shanghai Gas ‘Co. Ltd., 4 
1912, states that the profit on working account 
amounted to Tls. 306,584,590 against Ts. 
321,455,54 for 1911, the decrease resulting from 
the decreased charge for lighting gas and not 
from any falling off in the Company's business. 
The net profit for the year amounted to Tis. 
273,215,75, and the balance at credit of profit 
and loss account amounts to Tls. 206,637,21, 
which the Directars recommended to be 
appropriated as follows: To pay a final 
dividend for the year I9I12 on 24,000 shares 
at 7 per cent. (making 13 per cent. for the 
year) Tls. 3.50 per share, Tls. 84,000; to write 
off for depreciation Tis. 112 216,64 : and to 
carry forward Tls. 10,420.57. During the 
year 534,001,600 cubic feet of gas were sold to 
private consumers, an increase of 3.4 per cent. 





Kochien Transportation & Tow Boat Co., 
Ltd.—The report of the directors for 1912 
states that the result of the working for the 
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year ts a net balance at credit of profit and 
loss account of Tls. 26,105.47, after-allowing, 
Tls. 19,574,00 for depreciation on the fleet, 
which now stands at Tls. 370,626.00. The 
directors recommended that this balance at 
credit be disposed of as follows:—To pay a 
dividend for the vear of 5 per cent., Tls. 
18,350.00, and carry forward Tls. 7,745.47. 





Siam Electricity Co., Ltd.—The 12th 
Directors’ report and statement of accounts 
for the year ending 31st December, 1912, 
stated that the gross profits for the year were 
Tcs. 1,163,261.97, which after deduction of De- 
preciation 299,630.00; Debenture Interest 
79,523.99: Bad debts written off 24,304.46; 
General Expenses, including Street watering 
and Automobiles 609,459.74; Expenses for 
changing fans, &c., to new system 30,790.41; 
Insurance Fund 20,000.00 and Auditor’s Fee 

1,500.00, totalling 525,253.6c, left a net profit of 
638,008.37, added to which the balance for last 
year 106,584.38, makes a total at the disposal] of 
the Company of 8e4,592.75, which it was propused 
to distribute as iotlows :—Redemption Fund 
20,000 00; Directors’ Fees 23,132.92; Dividend, 
I2 per cent. 398,500; Bonus for year 1912 
150,000; and to carry forward 212,959.83. 





Shanghai & Hongkew Wharf Co., Ltd.— 
The report and statement of accounts for the 
year ended December 31st last, states that the 
balance at credit of Profit and Loss Account 
amounts to Tls. 174,370, after payment of the 
Interim Dividend of Tls. 3 per share on 
August 16th last. It is proposed to pay a Final! 
Dividend of Tls. 4 per share, making 7 per 
cent. for the year; to place “T's. 25,000 to 
credit of Repairs’ Account, and to carry 
forward Tls. 5,370. The net profit for the 
year amounted to Tls. 282,370. Last vear, as 
the balance brought forward on January Ist 
amounted to only Tls. 48,760, the sum of T's. 
&0,000 was transferred to Profit and Loss 
Account from Equalization of Dividends 
Account, in oraer that a final dividend of Ts. 
3 might be pai’. Tis. 20,000 of this amount 
was transferred to Repairs’ Account. Included 
in the Liabilities appearing in the Balance 
Sheet are:—Accounts payable Tls. 88,195; 
owing to Jardine, Matheson and Co., Ltd. Tls. 
257,841; this 1s a less amount than was owing 
at the close of the previous year: Equalization 
of Dividends Account Tls, 25,000: Reserve’ 
lund Tls. 686,983. The value of property, 
including additions during the year, is Ts. 
5.717,890: and amount of accounts receivable 
Tls. 110,701, 








Shanghai-Sumatra Tobacco Co., 
The report of the directors for the year ended 
October 31, 1912, states that crop 1911 from 
447 fields, weighed net in the Amsterdam 
market 280,312 Kilos (4,484,992 piculs) and 
realized an average price of Guilders 1.17% 
per half kilo. The year’s working shows 4 
loss of Tls. 66,631,02, which is carried to profit 
and loss account, This disappointing result 1s 
almost entirely accounted for by the high rate 
of exchange ruling during the yeur. The 
disbursements for the crop of 1011 were made 
when exchange was much lower and _ the 
returns have to be calculated at the average 
rate for the year. For the next crop the 
disbursements have been made on the higher 
rates and the crop has therefore cost con- 
siderably less. 





Shantung Colliery Co.—At the general 
meeting of the Shantung Colliery Company at 
Berlin, the proposed dissolution and transfer 
of the undertaking, with all its assets, to the 
Shantung Railway Company was sanctioned by 
the shareholders, the absorbing company paying 
as purchase price Mks,. 5,400,000 new shares to 
the Colliery Company. The shareholders of 
the Shantun, Railway have approved of the 
proposed capital increase by Mks. 6,000,000 
required for carrying through the operation. 
The balance of Mks. 600,000 new shares will 
be placed direct on the market at a price not 
lower than IIo per cent. 
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Nippon Menkwa Kabushiki Kaisha.— 
According to the statement of accounts of this 
company for the half-year ended December 31, 
1912, the net profit for the period amounted to 
Y.322,492.55; adding the balance of Y.176,387.82, 
brought forward from June 30, 1912, there is a 
total of Y.498,880,37 available for distribution. 
This sum is distributed as follows :—Reserve 
fund Y.200,000; dividend 15 per cent. ( Y.3.75 
per old share and Y.2.03125 per new share) 
Y.115,625; carried forward Y.183,255.37. In 
accordance with the Company’s Article X, this 
company called in. on February 1, the fourth 
and final payment of Y.12.50 per share on 
20,000 new shares. 





Belgian Enterprise in Bangkok.—The 
Belgian company which is to take over the 
tramways and electric works at Bangkok, 
hitherto owned by a Danish company, has now 
heen formed in’ Brussels, under the title 
Tramways et Electricité de Bangkok. The 
new company has a capital of f.12,000,000. 
The principai parties interested are the 
Mutuelle de Tramways (who participate to the 
extent of {.3,000,000), the Economiques 
({.1,000,000), the Générale belge d’Enterprises 


clectriques (f.1,000,000), the Financiére de 
Transports (f.1,300,000), the Banque de 
Reports de Fonds Publics et de Dépots 


({.1,000,000), the Crédit Anversois (f.1,000,- 
000), and the Compagnie Centrale de I'In- 
dustrie Electrique (f.1,000.000). The admi- 
nistrators and directors include Count de 
Castellane, MM. F. Charlier, O. Collet, A. 
Jacops, J. Rolin, M. Seret de Smet de Naeyer, 
Ch. Charlier, Baron Jansen, H. Urban, Ch. 
Cicogna, D. Hememann, Ed. Thys, F. 
Lambeau, A. Fraiteur, and P. Osterrieth. 





The China-Borneo Co., Ltd.—The tenth 
ordinary yearly report of the Company states: 


The accounts show a proht of . .£68,755.28 
l'rom this has to be deducted :— 
lees to consulting committee. . 4,000.00 








Leaving available for appropriation. .$64,785.28 
The consulting committee recom- 


mended that a dividend of 85 cents 

per share on the subscribed capi- 

tal be paid to shareholders . .$39,100.00 
Write off launches and lighters. . 7,500.00 
W rite off Hongkong saw mills .. 5,000.90 
Write off Sandakarw saw mills .. 5,000,00 
Write off plant account. . 2,500.00 


Write off engineering department 
Write off timber concessions 


5,000,C0 
685.28 


$64,785,28 








China Sugar Refining Co., Ltd.—The 
report for the year 1912 stated that the demand 
for the Company's sugars was much restricted 
both in China and other markets throughout 
the year, and although fairly remuncrative 
rates were obtainable for the first six months, 
there was subsequently a sharp decline in 
Prices, caused by keen competition in the 
consuming markets and the general fall in the 
value of sugar which took place all over the 
world. The year’s working resulted in a loss 
of $223,085.95, to meet which and to provide 
tor the payment of a dividend a sum of 
$350,000.00 has been transferred from equaliza- 
tion of dividend fund to credit of profit and 
loss account, which then showed a balance at 
credit of $79,795.95. The general agents and 
consulting committee recommended that out of 
this a dividend of $3.00 per share be declared, 
absorbing $60,000.00, and that the balance of 
219,795.95 be carried forward to next account. 





Luzon Sugar Refining Co. Ltd.—The 
report for the year 1912 stated that there 
was a fair demand for the Company’s sugars 
in the local market throughout the year, and 
for the first six months remunerative prices 
were obtainable During the second half of 
the year there was a sharp decline in sympathy 
With the general fall in values elsewhere, but 
the result of the year’s working showed a gain 
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of $34,830,25. After allowing for interest and 


other churges the balance at debit carried 
forward had been reduced to $47,375.67. The 
exchange on liquid assets remains at par. 


China Fire Insurance Co., Ltd.—The 
annual report and statement of the company’s 
accounts made up to December 31, 1912, was as 
follows :— 

- I91t Account.—This account shows a net 
profit on working of $382,278.1g, which sum it 
1s proposed to apportion as follows :— 
Dividend of $7, bonus of $3 per 








share on 20,000 shares .. .. ..£200,000.06 
To add to extra reserve fund, which 
will then stand at $742,575.13 25,326.67 
To add to investment fiuctuation 
account... .. «2 «+ e+ es «+ 20,000.00 
To provide for the inauguration 
of an exchange fluctuation ac- 
count = i So ae .« 31,000.00 
To add to reinsurance fund .. 100,000.00 
Bonus to office staff 5,951.52 
$382,278.19 
1912 Account.—The balance at credit 
of this account is .. .. .. ..$487,159.43 





China Traders’ Insurance Co., Ltd.—The 
report for presentation to the shareholders at 
the forty-seventh ordinary meeting stated :— 

1911 Account.—After payment of the interim 
dividend of $4 per share and the bonus of 20 
per cent to contributors passed at the last annua! 
meeting there remained a balance of $473,080.47. 

The board recommended that this sum be 
appropriated as follows :— 

A final dividend to shareholders 

of $6 per share on 24,000 
shares .. .. .. «=. «- «$144,000.00 

An addition to the Reimsurance 

Fund of £10,000 at Exchange 

20 15-108. cs cS be ge Se 

To be carried forward to Under- 

writing Suspense sccount to 

close the account for the year 
IQII . 232,848.87 
$473,080.47 

1912 Account.—The balance of working 
account on the 3ist December, I9I12, was 
$1 264,267.67. The board recommended that 
an interim dividend of $4 per share be paid to 
to shareholders, absorbing $96,000 and that 
a bonus of 20 per cent. be paid to contributors, 
absorbing about $125,000 and that the remainder 
be carried forward. 


06,240.60 





Union Imsurance Society of Canton, 
Ltd.—The report for presentation to the 
shareholders at the fortieth ordinary meeting 
stated :— 

1911 Account.—After payment of the interim 
dividend of $30 per share and the bonus of 20 
per cent. to contributors passed at the last 
annual meeting there remained a balance of 
$962,012.91. 

The board recommended that this sum be 
appropriated as follows :— 

A final dividend to shareholders 

of $20 per share on 12,400 

shares... .. .. «+ «2 «$248,000.00 
An addition to the Sterling 

Reserve Fund of £25,000 at 

Exchange 2s. 0 15-16d. . 240,601.50 
To be carried forward to Under- 

writing Suspense Account to 

close the account for the year 





IQII .. 473,411.41 
$962,012.91 
1912 Account.—The balance of working 


account on the jist December, I912, was 
$2,608,386.07. The board recommended that an 
interim dividend of $30 per share be paid to 
sharcholders, absorbing $372,000, and that a 
bonus of 20 per cent. be paid to contributors, 
absorbing about $250,000 and that the remaind- 
er be carried forward. 


§O3 


New Philippines in-orporations.—Arti- 
cles of incorporation ofthe C, T. Robinson Com- 
pany, limited, have been filed with the Manila 
bureau of archives. The company is capitalized 
at P.100,000, of which P.32,000. has been sub- 
scribed and of this amount P.&,000 has been 
paidup. The company isto conduct a stevedor- 
ing and lightering business. The directors are 
C. T. Robinson, John W. Haussermann, J. H. 
Gibson, Adam C. Bailey and Charles C, Cohn, 
treasurer. 


The Sociedad Agricola de Jean, a corpora- 
tion formed to merchandise palay, has been 
incorporated, with a capital of P.10,000, of 
which amount P.7,31c has been subscribed and 
paid up. he incorporators are Antonio 
Vazquez Arias, Gerardo Vazquez Arias, Cris- 
pulo Sidece and seven others, This company 
od been formed in the province of Nueva 
Ecija. 


A corporation has just been formed by 
residents in the Philippines for the manufacture 
of a new roofing material, which, if the hopes 
of the incorporators are realized, will revolu- 
tionize the building industry in the Islands. 
The new material is a composition consisting 
of 80 per cent. sawdust, and 20 per cent. of 
other ingredients known only to the manufact- 
urers, and the promoters of the new company 
state that the finished product is more durable 
than nipa or galvanized iron, is cheaper, and 
possesses the inestimable advantage of being 
absolutely fire and water. proof. The com- 
position is called “ broclaynite.” 


Articles of incorporation have been filed by 
the Leyte Land Transportation Co., Ltd.. 
which has been organized with a capital stock 
of P. 120,000 for the purpose of motorizing 
Leyte’s transportation facilities. 


Articles of incorporation of the Philippines 
Sugar Estate Development Co., Ltd., have been 
filed in the bureau of archives. This corpora- 
tion is backed by five million pesos of Manila 
capital, all fully subscribed and paid up. The 
capital stock is divided into 50,000 shares at a 
par value of P.100 each. The articles of incor- 
poration set forth that the company will engage 
in the planting, harvesting, miiling and sale of 
sugar, rice and other agricultural products and 
devote itself to agricultural developments in 
general, besides investing in railroads, steam- 
ships and other means of transportation, and 
installing sugar and rice mills and other 
machinery. The company has its head office in 
Manila. The incorporators are Buenaventura 
Campa, Manuel Alonso, Acisclo Aifajeme, 
Miguel Garcia Grande, Francisco Garcia, Valen- 
tin Marin, Ulpiano Herreo and Juan Gonzalez, 
Of these the following five gentlemen constitute 
the board of directors: Buenaventura Campa, 
Manuel Alonso, Miguel Garcia Grande, Fran- 
cisco Garcia and Valentin Marin. Don Carlos 
Odriozola is secretary. This company has 
grown out of a concern that was organized in 
1900, and the articles of incorporation states 
that its existence is for fifty years from that 
year. The company owns vast lands in La 
Laguna province and other parts of the islands, 

A Philippine marine and fire insurance com- 
pany with a capital of P.1.000,000 is in the 
process of organization. It is to be known as 
“Filipinas” and among the subscribers are 
prominent Filipino and Spanish businessmen 
and capitalists. The promoter is Antonio 
Melian and a meeting was held recently for 
the purpose of organization. Besides fire and 
marine, accident insurance is contemplated. 
Half the capital stock has already been sub- 
scribed upon which the first assessment of 50 
per cent is payabie at once and the balance in 
one year. The headquarters of the company 
will be in Manila and branches will be es- 
tablished throughout the islands. The govern- 
ing board will consist of seven directors, 


Articles of incorporation have been fied; 
creating a new company to take over the boat 
and engine department of the Manila Trading 
and Supply Company, the Island Boat Works, 
and “La Sanidad.” The name of the concern 
is the Philippine Hardware Company, of which 
E. J. Smith, head of the Island Boat Works, 
is the manager. The president of the new 
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company is G. D. Adams of Cleveland, Ohno, 
who was president of the Manila Trading and 
Supply Company. The new company is 
capitalized at P.100,000 and will engage in the 
building and repairing of launches and small 
craft, and handle paints, oils and varnishes, 
boats, gasoline engines and accessories. 





The Hongkong and Kowloon Wharf and 
Godown Co., Ltd.—The twenty-sixth annual 
report states that for the year ended 3Ist 
December, 1912, the balance t credit of Profit 
and Loss account, including $10,302.63 brought 
forward from last year, and after deducting 
Directors’ and Auditors fees, and paying for 
all interest and repairs, amounted to $518,490.91. 
which it was proposed to appropriate as 
follows :-— 


To pay a dividend of 7 per cent. 





from wor: ing prohts $210,000.00 
To pay b..:us of 2 per cent. from | 

profits on sale of siti 0,000,00 
To write off launches | 5,058.26 
” .  Laghters 18,600.36 
5 . Machinery .. II,IT4.91 
. »  KRowloor "Wharves . 31,481.24 
s » West Fomt Wharf.. 454.01 

. Railway and Rolling 
Stock 8,481.79 

To transfer to. Equalisation of 
dividend fund = 1 50,000.00 
To carry forward to new account 21 099.74 
$518,400.91 OI 


Shanghai Lang tnmvestment Co., Ltd.— 
The report ef tie directors for the year ending 
December 31, 1912, states that the working 
account for 1912 has a credit balance of Ts. 
451,366.48, as compared with Tls. 435,672.60 
for 1911. The gross rentals show an increase 
ot Tls. 25,240.40 and the running expenses, 1.¢., 
repairs, etc., (Tls. 128,607.01), are decreased 
by Tls. 13,497.07 owing to the reduced expen- 
diture on repairs, leaving an increase in net 
rentals of Tis. 35,648.43. The increase in 
rentals is partly due to new houses, but princi- 
pally to a general increase in both foreign and 
Chinese rents. It 1s proposed to withdraw a 
further sum of Tls. 50,000 from the reserve 
fund for the equalization of dividends, which 

will then stand at Tls. 150,000. The i1mprove- 
ments and renewals account has been credited 
with Tls. 78.303 46 as authorized at the general 
meeting and has been drawn on to the extent 
of Tis. 22,301.13. It is proposed to credit this 
aout this year with Tls. 69,201.92, being 
interest «nm undeveloped land, bringing the 
pane balan-e up to Tls. 185,533.70. The 
amount at ¢rejit of proht and loss account, 
after aidis« Tls. 50,000 trensferred from 
equalization of dividend fund and deducting 
the interim dividend paid in July last, is Tls. 
334,448.56, which the directors recommend for 
appropriation as follows :—Final dividend of 6 
per cent., making I! per cent. for the year Ts. 
234,000.00; transter to improvement and re- 
newals account T!s. 69.201.92; carry forward to 
new account Tls. 31,246.64. Mortgage loans 
amount to Tls. 2,287.829.07 advanced against 
land and buildings and are fully covered. 





The Hokkaido Colliery Steamship Com- 
pany.—The Hokkaido Colliery Steamship 
Company appointed a committee from among 
the shareholders in April last to devise means 
tor readiusting the company’s affairs, and 
relieve the company from its hnancia! difficul- 
ties. A special general meeting in January 
last adopted the recommendation of this com- 
mittee to reduce the capital by Y.6,000,000 and 
issue mew preferential shares bearing interest 
at 714 per cent. The troubles which had been 
pending for many vears were disposed of. 
The Company has agreed to entrust the sale of 
its coz! to the Mitsu: Bussan, while the 
management of the “Temiya-maru,” the “ So- 
tachi-maru, two steam launches, and 120 
sailing ships has been entrusted to the shipping 
department ci the Mitsui Bussan, with a view 
to economising expenditure. In this way, the 
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Hokkaido Colliery Steamship Company will in 
future concern itself only with the digging of 
coal and one or two other lines of business. 
The company has dismissed 24 of its staff in 
the Tokyo office, formerly numbering 44, 
transferring its Tokyo ofhce to the premises 
of the Mitsui Bussan. 





Tientsin Gas & Electric Light Co., Ltd.— 
At the annual genera! meeting of the Tientsin 
Gas & Electric Light Co., Ltd. the directors 
report and the Balance Sheet for I9I12 were 
duly passed, and the proposal of the directors, 
as to the distribution of the profits, agreed to. 
The company has already paid an ad inierim 
dividend of 4% and now pays another 8%, 
inaking the return of 12% for the yezr. 





Japanese Spinning Companies.—The 
Kanegafuchi Yarn Spinning Co. will shortly 
amalgamate with the Asahi Yarn Spinning Co. 
in Osaka, the matter having already been settled 
between the authorities of the two companies. 
The Asahi company is a new establishment 
with authorized capital of 5,000,000 yen, of 
which 1,250,c0o0 ven is paid up. 





New Engin2ering and Shipbuilding 
Works (Shanghai).—The report and accounts 
of the New Engineering and Shipbuilding 
Works, Limited, for the year ended December 
3Ist. I912, the first to he issued since the 
amalgamation with the Vulcan Iron Works, 
Limited, which was agreed to in April of last 
veur, show that the result of the vear’s working 
was a net profit of Tls. 30,203, which together 
with the amount brought forward from last 
year brings the total at credit of profit and 
loss account to Tls. 41,256. This amount the 
directors recommended should be appropriated 
as follows :— 

To pay a dividend of i4p.c. ..TIs. 30,288 

» carry forward... . rr 10,608 


Toyo Kisen Kaisha.—The Toyo Kisen 
Kaisha (Oriental Steamship Company), at a 
general meeting of shareholders Gistributed its 








profits as follows: Yen, 
Profits 433.592.701 
Brought over from the Preced- 
ing Accounts .. .. .. .., $,893.473 
Total «us aw os o. ws, 462,987.774 
To Reserves... 2% «s+. «x «+ (22,000,000 
To Dividend (12% for new 
shares, 8% for old shares) 416,000.000 


Carried forward 5.497.174 
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PERSONAL 





The Republic of Venezuela has recently 
established a Consulate at Yokohama and Mr. 
I. Bickart of Oppenheimer and Co., has been 
appointed Consul. 





Viscount Mishima has been appointed Presi- 
dent of the Bank of Japan, and Mr. Mizumachi, 
President of the Yokohama Specie Bank. 





Mr. Carl A. de Gersdorff, heretofore a 
partner in the firm of Cravath, Henderson and 
de Gersdorff, Attorneys-at-law, has been 
admitted to partnership in the firm of William 
Saloman and Co., of New York. 





Mr. L. F. H. Hake of the Asiatic Petroleum 
Co., the commander of the German Volunteer 
Company, Hankow, has had the fourth order 
of the Prussian Crown conferred upon him and 
Mr. C. Grapow, superintendent of the German 
Police, Hankow, has received the Cross of Merit 
in silver from H. M. the King of Prussia. 





Mr. Esson M. Gale of the American Con- 
sujlate at Shanghai has resigned and accepted 
a position in the financial department of the 
general agency for Chinaof the Singer Sewing 
Machine Co. 
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The death occurred at Southampton in 
February of Mr. R. F. Trevithick, for many 
years connected with the Government railways 
in Japan. Mr. Trevithick, who was the grand. 
son of Richard Trevithick, “the pioneer of 
steam locomotion, left Japan about nine years 
ago. During his residence in Kobe he was 
known as an enthusiastic vachtsman. 





Moves shortly to take effect in the British 
Consular Service in Japan, Korea and formosa 
are as follows -—Mr, Oswald White, now Act- 
ing Vice-Consul at Yokohama, will be Acting 
Vice-Consul at Osaka, relieving Mr. E. H. 
Holmes, now Vice- Consul at. that place, who 
takes up the post of Acting British Consul at 
Shimonoseki. Mr. Hugh Horne, now Acting 
Consul at Shimonoseki, will be Vice-Consul 
at Kobe, where he will act as Consul-General 
until the arrival of Mr. Arthur Hyde Lay, now 
on leave, who will be Acting British Consul- 
General at Kobe during Mr. Consul-General 
Layard’s absence on leave. Mr. G. H. Phipps, 
now Acting Vice-Consul at Kobe, proceeds as 
Acting Vice-Consul to Seoul, replacing Mr. C. J. 
Davidson, who will take Mr. White’s place as 
Acting British Vice-Consul at Yokohama. Mr. J. 
B. Rentiers, now Consul at Tamsui, goes as 
Consul to Honolulu, being replaced by Mr. T. 
]. Harrington, now in Honolulu. 





The Rt. Hon, Sir Savile Brinton Crossley, 
K.C.V.C., will, it is reported, visit Japan 
shortly. 





Mr. Denison, Adviser of the Japanese 
Foreign Office, who had been at home on fur- 
lough, has returned to Japan. 





Mr. C. W. C. Parr, of the Federated Malay 
States service, has been appointed Governor of 
British North Borneo in succession to the late 
Mr. Scott Mason, 





Mr. John Archibald, agent of the Nationa! 
Bible Society of Scotland, and proprietor to 
the Central China Post, has left Hankow for 
home on a visit. 





Mr. Watson; Commissioner of Customs, 
Harbin, bas been granted leave of absence. 





Captain Lecky, of the British Army, has 
arrived at Tokyo as a substitute for Captain 
Piggott, who had left for home. 





Dr. Rhomberg, the new Councillor of the 
German Embassy, has reached Tokvo. His 
predecessor, Herr von Radewitz, has been 
transferred to Paris. 





Mr. F. J. Hall, of Messrs. Cornes and Co,, 
Yokohama, has left for England. 





Mr. Joseph A. Skinner, Managing Director 
“ the Holyoke (Mass.) Silk Mulls, who, 

ogether with his. brother, Mr. Wialham 
Sinner. is co-director and proprietor of the 
same, is visiting Japan. 





lt is announced from Ottawa that Mr. 
Richard Grigg, the Canadian Commissioner 
for Commerce. is leaving for the Far East for 
the purpose of investigating opportunities for 
the extension of Canadian trade with Japan 
and China. While in the Orient he will meet 
Mr. Foster, the Minister for Trade and Com- 
merce, who. will go to the East after the sit- 
tings of the Dominions Trade Commission in 
Australasia. 





The representatives of the Japanese Aero- 
plane Company, organized at Los Angeles are 
due to arrive at Yokohama shortly to give a 
series of flights in Japan. The capital of the 
company is $8,000 with 800 shareholders. Mr. 
Takeichi, graduate of the aeroplane school, at 
San Domingo, Cal., is the aviator and will 
make his flights on a Curtiss machine 
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Mr. Arima, manager of the Kobe branch of 
the Osaka Shosen Kaisha is on a tour of 
inspection of the shipping business in Europe 
and Anrerica. 





Mr. Paul Schmitz, an engineer from 
Dusseldorf recently arrived in Tokvo to take 
up a position with the Nippon Steel Pipe 
Manufacturing Company in which Messrs 
Asano and Shiraishi are interested. 





Mr. A. J. Fippard, engineer of the Hankow 
Waterworks and Chinese city electric light 
works, has left for England via Siberia in 
company with Mrs. Fippard on a= short 
furlough 





Mr. W. P. G. Taggart, manager of the Cebu 
branch of the Chartered Bank. has been 
transferred to Manila. Mr. H. T. Stapleton 
will take charge at Cebu. 





\ number of changes are pending in the 
Indoor staff of the Chinese Maritime Customs, 
Mr. V. Dent has resigned from the service: 
Mr. C. Thorne, from home leave, has been 
appointed to Amoy: Mr. J.C. Johnston goes to 
Ningpo: and Mr Cupelli to Mengtze. 





Mr. Yamaguchi of the Bank of Japan has 
gone to America to investigate the banking 
system in that country. 





Mr. H. Schlichting has resigned from the 
chairmanship of the Hankow German Municipal 
Council on account of ill-health and has been 
succeeded by Mr. FE. Mirow. 





Mr. N. IT. Perkins, U. §S.  Vice-Consul 
Genera] at Shanghai, has gone home on six 
months leave of absence, 
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hinese Government Railways 


Tientsin-Pukow Line 


In addition to the bi-weekly express and daily local service, which | 
shall continue unaltered, a daily direct through service from Pukow to 
Tientsin and vice versa, will be inaugurated from the 1st of May, 1913, 
with first, second and third class passenger cars but no sleeping cars | 


attached, Dinner service will be provided. 


_ From same date booking for third class passengers on express 
‘rains will be discontinued, but a first class passenger may book not morc | 
than one-third class servant ticket for which accommodation will be 


provided. 


TIME TABLE 
UP TRAIN. 
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STATIONS Mon. & Fri, 





| Express 
| 
Pukow .. Dep. | 9.00 
Hsuchowfu .. * i | ket 
Tsinanfu .... ¥s — 230 Tues. & Sat. 
Techow ...... sj 5.3! 
Tientsin Cen., Arr 10.43 
" e Dep 10.53 
Tientsin East. Arr. | 11.03 


Xe . | 
DOWN TRAIN, 


acer Wed, & Sat. 


Express 
Tientsin East. Dep. | 13.00 
Tientsin Cent. Arr. | 13.10 
ogy - Dep. 13,20 
Tsinanfu a | 21.54 


Hsuchowtu 
| Nanhsuchow, . , | 
| Pukow ...... Arr. | 


— 


pass 
IS.15 
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6.41 Thurs. & Sat. 


| 
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lor further particulars apply to the Traffic Manager. 


THE FAR EASTERN REVIEW 
Mr. E. [ollefsen, district portmaster at the 
Shanghai Chinese Post Office, handed over 
charge to Mr. F. P. Donovan on March 31. 





The death is announced cf Dr. Lee of the 
audit department, Peking-Moukden Railway, 
from apoplexy. He was an American-ecducated 
Chinese of high attainments, and was popular 
with al! classes of foreigners ane his fellow- 
countrymen. 





Mr. A. Pernotte, the manager of the Tientsin 
branch of the Banque de Il’Indo-Chine, has 
been decorated by the Chinese Government 
with the order of The “Excellent Corn”, for 
services rendered. 





Mr. F. W. Carpenter, the American Minister 
Plenipotentiary to Siam, was one of the last 
appointments made by Mr. Taft. He received 
no news of the confirmation of his appointment 
by the Senate, and consequently thought, that 
it automatically expired on March 3. Mr. 
Carpenter turned his office over to his Chargé 
d Affaires, and commenced the homeward 
journey. When he arrived at Singapore, 
however, he found that the confirmation of this 
appointment had been received, and he is, 
therefore, back in Bangkok. 





Mr. Lester Maynard, American Consu] at 
Harbin, has been transferred to Amoy, and 
been succeeded by Mr. S. P. Warner. 





Mr. A. L. Fernie has arrived at Chefoo from 
Shanghai to relieve Mr. R. Rodger of Messrs. 
Butterfield and Swire, who is shortly going on 


‘home’ leave. 
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Sranches: 
OSAKA 
MOJI 





9.40 
19.44 
7,00 next day 
0,55 
15.35 
10.05 
10.15 


Daily Th rough 
Mail Service 
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9.40 
9.56 

10,20 

19.30 

7.05 next day 
9.03 

16,41 
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By ORDER, 


STEVEDORES 


Mo NS a eR I ee ta 
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Mr. A. D. Brent has succeeded Mr. A. W. 
Henchman in the Dalny agency of the 
Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Corporation. 





Mr. C. H. Godfrey, Engineer and Surveyor 
to the Public Works [Department of the 
Shanghai Municipal Council, and Mrs. Godfrey 
and family left for home on March 29. 





Mr. J]. D. Smart has left Shanghai and gone 
<0 Manila, where he will be agent of the 
Hongkong and Shanghai Bank. 





The death is anncunced of Mr. Louis 
Bridel, Professor of the Tokio Imperial 
University. Born in Switzerland, deceased 
went to Japan about thirteen years ago, being 
appointed Professor of the Law Faculty of the 
University. He was greatly respected by the 
students. 





Mr. Niko P. Miliaressy, the well-known civil 
engineer of Tokvo and corresponding member 
of the Royal Geographical Society of Greece, 
has been elected a member of the Imperial Geo- 
graphicai Society of Japan. 





Messrs. William S. Fleming and James B. 
Davies have gone into partneiship for the 
general practice of law at Shanghai. 





Mr. Frank W. Hadley, U. S. Vice-Consul 
General and Mixed Court Assessor at Shang- 
hai, has resigned from the Consular service to 
engage in business in China. 
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J. LYONS & CO, LTD. 


P. WATSON ce 


(MANAGING DIRECTOR) 


Branches: ¥ 
YOKOHAMA 
SHIMONOSEKI 


Tug Boats, 
Covered Lighters, 


Floating Crane 


Landing, Shipping & Forwarding Agents, i 
4 Freight & Customs Brokers, Storage and 
Insurance effected. 
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& CO., LIMITED. 





Manufacturers Contractors 
of 


STEAM TURBINES. 


for 
CoMPLETE EQUIPMENT 
of 


ELECTRIC TRAMWAYS 


ELECTRICAL PLANT. 


— and 
LIGHT RAILWAY RAILWAYS. 


MATERIAL. 


PowER STATION 


<c BH gy ; 
BRITANNIA PLANT. 


METALLIC FILAMENT 


LAMPS. ETC. 





Turbine Sets in Power House of Keihan Electric Railway, Japan. 
Head Office: ABCHURCH YARD, CANNON STREET, LONDON, ENGLAND. 
Japanese Office: 3, Itchome, Uchisaiwaicho, Kojimachi—Ku, Tokyo. 
Branch Offices: Manchester, Cardiff, Newcastle, Glasgow, Sydney, Johannesburg, Buenos Aires, 
Rio de Janeiro, Moscow & Milan. 
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“ The progress of Nations is to be ga1ged by the extent and perfection of their means of transportation.” 


“CO 





> Capacity 
1 to 7 Tons. 


10 to 34 
Passengers. 


14 Types. 


20 to 100 H.P. 





Lorries, Vans, Waggons; Tipping, Refuse and Water Waggons; Street Watering, Sprinkling and Flushing Cars . 
Tower Waggons; Fire Engines ; Char-a-Bancs, Omnibuses, &c., &c. 





SPECIALLY DESIGNED FOR COLAO CONDITIONS. ‘CONSUME PETROL OR KEROSENE, 


COMMERCIAL CARS, LIMITED, 
Telegrams : LUTON, ENGLAND. Codes 


“KOMERKARS, LUTON.” Western Union ; Liebers; ABC 5th Edition. 








